4. 166-SERMO'N YI. on Marth; 16. F* 
- die, which alas! ofteo. grow. renker than herbs: 


|. to follow Chriſk, IC 
$ of but In a ſhort word, That thy 


,Crots rightly born would, in a word, notably 


0 following of. Cbriſt, erighs, anleſs-we reſolulh 
take nj, and bear patzentiy, and pleaſantly our 
articular Croſſes ſhaped to u:;if any man(ſayerh@C 
ordheve)will comeajtey migiet bimtake up bis d 
«x4 jolipw.me; The way of followingot Chilſi,h 
hegged. az it were,whth churns, that through mi 
Tcibulacions &: Affilions. all thac willfollowhi®. 
muſt needs center 1oto the Lingdooſet Go > 
the Chriſiian race,apd c uric of Godlnets hath 
Many cnemies on all hands,and from all quarigy;: 
that the man who reſolyes nor to ſuffer for Chili 
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SERMON bh 


Timothy. 6, Chaps 6. -9 york; # 


Int eodlineſs with contentment is great [1 } 


N theſe two Epiſtles written to Timothy; 
and in that to Titzs. The Holy Ghoſt b 
Paul the 'Apoſtle, inftrufteth and wired.” 
eth them, and in them all , Minifters"of' 
> the Go ſpe; eſpecially in 'that + pron e- 
Pocrine which they ought to propoſe to-theige 
Fearers 3 And his great Scope therein js," it 
Fidſt of all Debates and Queſtions, *t to ingadpn 
Yiem tro commend and preſs the exerciſe a our +B 
hieſs, and the praRice of TR » ® 
4 mainly called for fronvh6t chemlelies th 
Ftepeople-ro whom they preached;?*--* 1 fi 
in the beginning of this chaprer, HEHarh beet? 
Fying dire&ions whar they ſhould teach Servants - 
Por Religion condeſcends ſolow, that Teal 
Perſons of no quality, rank ord ſtarion 


"Fe there were' two” very grofs For ar err 
' keertained amongſt ' fome Chr arr S&ry | 
time of the Goſpets beginning. *0* 


ending to looſneſs ; and  undae liberty i —þ 
Tat were ſuch ;. he meers with, and removes” -, 
Toth ſhortly ; One whereof was, Thar theſe. . wt 

P were tycd to upbtlieving Mes, i on 
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. "SERMON 1. F. 
thens, when they were called by the Goſpy,, 
thought that they were then, and thereby look; 
from all ſubie&ion and ſervitude to them ; The 
this he ſpeaks in the fr/t verſe, and will hay br 

©. Servants that have unbelieving Maſters, to rg 
- ſpe@ them, *a3d copnt them worthy of all honouwh. 
© - Not unduely to deſert them, but to ſerve thellf ; 
- ſo mach the more faichfully; And he gives a nl. 
- table reaſon for this, That the name of God, and ih: 
dofrine be not blafphemed ; for Religion looſe, 
no tye of that kind. The other was, that this 
who . ſerved Chriſtian and believing Maſig;; 
thought, that becauſe they and their Maſtells 
were Brethren in Chriſt, that therefore th: 
- were not beund to do them ſuch ſervice, nor 
- give them ſuch reſpe& as they were wont to dM 
© - This he meets with, verſe 24. and tells thei 
bat ſuch as bad belituing mafitrs, ſhould not dis, 
= atbem, but ſerve them ſo much the cather with 
& all. duc reſpe, becauſe they were ſuch. Ity a 
= the; Way of deceitful and corrupt nature, to draw 
” arguments to. undue liberty -and louſneſs fronlfiy 
quite contrary grounds ; If Maſters were Pageulli; 
ants thought they. ſhould ne: ſerve ſuch Milly; 
ers atallz Ifthey were Chriftians, they thoughihl 
they were .cqual to their Maſters, and ſo notifife 
oblidged to,continue in the low relation of Setvly 
© ants £0: them 3 . but the grace of God teaches theſy, 
Jult contrary, .upon the ſame contrary groundif 
from.which corrupt nature would draw its argah 
ments to unſuitahle liberty, louſceſs and licenty | 
ouſneſs; and he cloſeth the 24. verſe with th 
F” charge. Theſe things teach and exhort, let they 
# know. theſe things co be the mird of God, ani 
BD -.exhort them to the performance of rhem ; It WH 


4 
'I 


"FF . 17% & Voſs 6,5, 8 I 
Ol} part ofa Miniſters qury to infirud and 1n-- 
ole; the judgement of their hearers, and another 
3 Meb necellaty part thereof, ro exhort them ro, 
ha Ipreſs onthem the prattice of uncontroverted 
0 Is: And, ye would remember this, and take 


"ohng with you, that we who preach the Go- 


the [ to you, are not *only, or not fo much to 
1 Wiboſe new things to you, as to-preſs you tothe 
Witice of theſe things which ye already know, 
ur the Apofile knowing well that where gtd- 

ſs once arcſe, and licentiouſneſs began to be 
iſhed, they would not ſoon nor eaſily befor- 

> 3 and that there: would be ſome who would 

fily teach otherways then he had done, and 

wd n2t acquiefce 1n.this wholfome DoQriue 

Wb: by 7:motbie; Therefore he meers with, and, 
| T9opars this Obje&ion to the words read in- 
oe Maſvely, and anſwers it theſe three or ſorr ways, 
"ty ſaying theſe three or. four things : And firſt, 
Ity ays he-) If any man teach othirways ( which 
[*Mdpoſerh thar ſome would teach otherways ) 

7 I. conſent not to wholſome words, tuen the words 

Cur. Lord, and the .doftrine which is according 

Wt zodlzneſs,be 3s proud; and 2dly knowing no 
YiPrg.; wo ſtrange deſignations that are given to 
"Fac. who think themſelves able reechers, and 
4 Nen of great-parts, but ſaycs:the Apoſtle on th- 
*Rllatter.;. they are not really holy, whatever feern- 

Se holineſs rhey have; bur they are. proud ; ab 
FQugh they think themſelves to be. very unce-: 
ooding men,and fuch as are able to teach 1+ : 
Sud, dire& and refifie others, they & ow » 
SIW2e,.to wit,as they ougl.tt > know: .A.34. thing, 
WFEribured rothem 15, dortring about queſtions and ©X 

ſs of words, the word dott.ngs 15" Tende:e 3 
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SERMON I. 4 
ſick on the Margenr, and ſignifies indeed tore 
fick, or lavgulſhing ; and fayes this much, $1 
If ever ſuch men had any true good'in them, il 
under a decay, languiſhing and wearing awhi 
and they are become fick, by being occupiedpl 
frivolous and -un-edifying queſtions «nd ſirifilh 
3o0rds, that come not neer the life of godlin 
aud power of -Religion: 2dly, He anſwers 
ſhewing the cffe&s that followed on this kin 

reaching ; ( wherein he gives a further hii 
the nature of it ) view! ( fayeth he, ) c< 
envy, ſtrife, razlings, twil ſurmiſings (or deen 
as the word 1s rendered, A#s 27. v. 27.) 
" ſiions and ſfirifs aboxt words, which only aw 
and ſtir up envy, bitter railings evil ſurmif 
or deemings, jealoufies, and ſuſpicions, andi 
verſe diſputings in place of the pradtice of gt 
neſs, which ought to be taught and preſiean 
Miniſters, and followed 'by the People ; alt 
Teachers turn all into perverſe diſpurings thatalſar 
| wayes tend to edification. 34/y: He anfwenluc 
diſcribing the principle whereby ſuch Teal 
walk, Ir is not godlineſs, whatever they preieia: 
but gain, credit and reputation, favour "ml 
men, wealth and eaſe, and whatever conduthl 
thereunto, This is it which in effe& they takeF 
be godlineſs. O! great and groſs miſtake: tou Fr 
art of his anſwer he ſubjoyns this commanie: 
| nk ſuch withdraw thy ſelf 5 And indeed with 
men are ated by ſuch a principle as this, ths 
bur very little ground of hope that rhey will: 
gained : The way to ſuppreſs ſuch corrupt rea 
ers, is not to flock to hear them when tn 
ſpeak, nor to diſpur with them, bur its tov 
_ draw from them; and it takes in ( we thil 
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- th an injoyned Ecclefiaſtical Diſciplinary Se- ''® 
d tohration from them, and a withdrawing from- 2 
h, tÞnin reſpe& of ordinary and ' familiar con- 
em, Wiles 47, He oppolſeth ro this their way, that 
2 anfich he mainly-drives at inthe Text, as being, 
ipledfpſt-proper and profitable for Timothy, and all 
ther Miniſters of the Goſpel to preach, and for 
dlinWwple to-hear, and be taken up with, as their 
verein work-and bufineſs ? in oppeficion to their 
ci debnres, ſtrifes of words and peryerſe diſput» + 
hind.” He ſays, But godlintfs with contentment is 
gain: | There is a vaſt difference betwixt 
t way which is waited with cavilling, railling, 
, And Godlineſs that is attended with fo 
ch true gain; and ſo he doth compare with, 
oſe,and-prefer unto that froathie and fruitleſs 
F of queſtioning, and diſputing, which many. -; 
Ice. a great deal; of Piety. and Religion in, 2 
ale'ſcrious and: ſolid exerciſe of. Godlineſs , as 
inherways,ſo particularly 1n the pradtice of theſe *# 
Menmon dutics betwixt Maſters and Servants, © 7 
nad of every one in' their reſpe@ive Stations and * 
Ialations ;. And this he brings in.to fill Timothies. - 
KSknd with 3: and to ſhape out profitable work. for ' 
"vie People, to whom he preached the Goſpel: 
This certainly can never come wrong to be ether © - 
keFpreached or ; praftiſed , but hath always great 2% 
gin atrending and following it. , M 
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In che Words we may take notice of theſe 
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Tr. 1-.The thing that Pail propoſerh to Time= 
She, as profitable, and- which he oppoſerh to the 
Woſtie of theſe men, that were taken up with 
neſtions and Debares,and thou 3ht. Iictle or ,no- 
ng of the pggRice of Religious 'Daties, which-. ? 
8 Godlineſs, rhe word imports a right worſhip».  } 
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ing of God, viz. accofding to the Rule thaÞy, 
hath laid down in His Word ; and. we takelig 
8enerally to comprehend the duties both of ©: 
firſt and ſecond Table of the Law, both our Myr 
tie to God, and our qutie tro Man. 21y. The offs f 
mendation thar he gives-ir, 1t's greet gain;\ hm 
ior only a commanded and neceſſary thing, bir 
1's a commendable thing , and hath not ol 
gain, but great gain and jncreae attending 
'Ir*s the beſt tudie that ever a man betook 
{cif to, the beſt bargain thar, ever he madeyyl 
moft profitable-work and -imployment:thargy 
le ingadged in; there is mach to be - wone, :ullhs{ 
nothing ro be loſt by jr, 3dly, A particular prolly: 
* Perty of ir, or an 1nſtance of the great galy@iyi; 
1, godlineſs with contentment, which: ſuppaieſÞ 'k 
& nor a S<paration ,; but rarher a Conjunaionadt 
* * Godlineſs and Contenrment ; and- his-meanindIW; 
this, that whercas other things ſatisfie rior 

* Bot content and quicrthe mind of man, this alli 
tents ard ſatisfies, and fo brings-along with uf 
Ez ſ 


[pe 
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grear gain, There is a ſvffic ency in Holind] 
and this is a proof of 1t's being great ;gain. .. MF: 
\\The coherence and connexion of: theſe wanlſis, 
" with the former, holden forth ia the particle BY Fs 
. whereby it's.clear, that Godlineſ(s is oppoſed Cog 
> "to, compared with, and preferred" to ail they 
| _ queſtionings,debates andfirifes aboftt words, when 
of he hath been ſpeaking ; 'and-it. comes in by 'n 
way of direQion to Timorbie , and- in: himwf's 
-other Miniſters of the'Goſpel;-how to be ocay-- 
picd'and raken up, nor with theſe'difpurings,buſ 
- _ -With prefſivg the praftice-of Godline(s, thari8lg4% 
a yery, proficeblc, while theſe are prejudicial af 
UTTLULe s We 
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chal vs, 6:Þ of thoſe, and þ See Fines 2 
ay > of che words a little Farch er, welſhall: IObſerve. | 
That there is ſuch, a thing required zn the 

bt of God, and from bis ptople, as. Godlineſs ;. ® 

x fimply thus, There 3s ſuch a thing as Gd2lineſs 2 


* unmanded and commended to the people of God: ad 


2 Wir the Apoſtle doth not ſpeak here, of a thing I 


; bit hath not a being 3 TI mean, that there 1s fuch Þ 


8 peculiar thing as Godlineſs, a thing-rhar, is not 4 


Smmon to all the hearers, of the Goſpel; we 


bghr'think thatthis needed nat to be © erved, j 

4 far leſsto be proved; yer it is for good ules; © 
0 0 (ayes the - Apoſile Chap. 4. v. 7. ) old » 
i | -*o ables, and exerciſe thy ſelf rather to godli- +7 


The Lord gives ſo many Dire@ions-and 3 


Fites 16 his People, how to walk Tee og ro itz 
& ſo often teacheth, ard preſlerh it, and 3 
ng " great_cnd_ of the Gofpel.. Tit. 2.12, th 3 
| Sh ace of God whith brangtth ſalvation, beth appear= 
{ to all men, teaching us. that denying- ungodls- 
"Iſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould liveſoberly, righte- ? 
Jy and godly 3 He uſeth ſo many expoſtulati> 7 
ons for the want-of it; he doth: ſo, nuch come I 
' 1988 and reward it; Ir hath ſo many ſweet fruits 7 
"F and effeRs following it ; the want of iris fo my 
iecurſed of God, and the having of it is ſo much 
Vieſſed of him, as having his favour hereand & 
Þ hereafter , that irmight be choughr needleſs, ſo * 
*$ much as to propoſe 1t, ler be ro lay on the cot» #þ 
bJ firmarion of it, 
J- The 2ſe of it ſerveth to perfivagee” you, to ler 
Tithe faith - and conyiRtion. of it ſeize ;upon, and _* 
| Jin pe ig hearrs, That cherels; ſuch a Pecue 


&' 


thing called for from you., -25-; Godlineſse. 
Rexſozs of, our preſiing this arc. 1. Be- 


RB 4, -,_ cauſe, n 


- I 
- 


_ 


. * 4% 


| Pr x 94 4 'F; WALLS 
v5 & F 


e we. think it 'Scarſcly believed by moſt. | 


FE. 
of ry Ae 


h-re 1s.tuch.a thing 7 If we. look to, the. lives .F 
the greateſt part of me avd women, do they niihe 


. Tive-as [If thete Were. no; ſich thing at -all? Edt 
prophanlty, carelell 


 careleſlneſs, 'and ignorance of Gagifod 
tat abound , ſay plainly,thar ir 3 not really ballisr 
iicyed 3 And as, David fays, Plal. 36. The trail 

ft/ſion of the witktd ſayith within my beart, thai: 
there is no feat .of God before bis tyts3 So may wifi 
fay, that'the praQice and the life of ſuch declare 
plainly, that they do not indeed believe,that thenidit 
15 any (uch thing as 'Godlineſs ; Thcre are manyfſlc 
who, (_ as the Apoſtle tells us,2 7:1. 3. 5. hai 
« form of godlineſs, but atny the prwer thertof.; and 9 
bo, ( as the ſame Apdſltle ſays, Tit.. 1. 16, 
* tyofeſs £0 know God, but in works, do. diny biglio' 
” 21). {Which ſtrongly confirms and Palpbably wk 
| #p furch the thing 2) Becauſethere are ſo mal! 


"ny pra&ical errors,. and miſtakes about 'Godljſn 
| "Teſs; many taking the form for the power of jr.Wit 
$ and fancieing any .common gifr,, or. work of thefſ1 
F Spirir, any thing that is bur-like Godlineſs, to hg fi 
Tr. [y.: Becauſe of the great Securitie, and Selb 
E- Pl afiop, thar the moſt parc of Men and Women I 
Haven this their way, as If they had made greg! 

| | progreſs,8&were far on.in.it,when yet they come [0 
* nhevet neat to Godlineſs; For js it poſſible that | 


. 


». Fexco durit,' for their very Souls be fo prophane, $- 


Fl 


pE 
7 


rea cometo rhat height of prophanity,as tocount 
* {ſerious Godhineſs ro be a phanſic, if they really $1, 
\ believed thay there 15 ſuch athing ? They thin 


all to:'be welf enough”, if they walk bgt T4 © 
'T | 


” andkce theplires externally blameleſs, Ir will $ 
F Wes ſcaſomably and pertinently be esþr{here, I. 
| What is Godlineſs? 1 erfrer in ſhort, Godtis Nl 
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Nh 1 Ti; 6: Verſes 6.9. 8. 6. 
ves #5 - en--habitual! exerciſe in the right or due 
ey nifiberge or praftice of all commanded duties: - 
[? 6. thus it 1s nor only oppoſed ro prophanity and 
" Gadodlineſs 3 bur it's differenced, 1. From 
ly bafer civility, which aims no further, bur at a * 
traxig friendly with men, and ro be approven*' 
 thaihem 3 This hath 'a higher flight, and goerh 
y naier, ſeeking to. walk friendly wich God,. and | Þ 
clajhe approven of him in theſe duties. aly, Ir !- 
theifferenced from vain ſpeculative knowledge + * 
2nefihe chings of God, and of religious duties, ir 
haps a. man upon endeavours, not only to know, _ 
204 alſo cancernedly to pratice what he knows, © * 
6,)&-<nd of knowledge being prattice, and- we 
hiaMowing no more in Gods account, that what we: 
ibbWke conſcience to pradiſe ; Ic puts to ſeek and 
nel) all Gods commanas. - 3ly, It's differenced 
dip}Wm all ſuperſtition and error, for it's a right> +4 
iqpRice of Sie according to the divinely pre- - 
thefſibed Rule , otherwayes it's nor. Goillineſs 

fi « It's differenced from a plain counterfeit of 
|6IKligion, frem an hypocritical and bareextervat.- 
am of performing duties; It: purs not cnly to 
at ay, to hear the Word, to read the Scripruree, : 
ei give Almes, &:. but to de them arighr, or ' 
of {Alter agadly fort, as the word 15, 2 Cor. 7. 11, *73 
, Laere 5s ſacl a thing as a god!y fort, and a carnal 
t '&r, worldly ſort of performing every durie,: there. 

2 carnal ſoft'of believing , praying y hearing, 

© {-&6. And theres a godly fort of doing theſe, and 
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Os $8RMONEG | 
renced from. perficial ſcrooffing, overlineſs' mh} 
trigiog in called-tor Duties, rherefore we call it aþv* 
exezciſe,; ro ſhew thar ir is an uptaking buſline( 

-- TIcnor only takes up the head and tongue, butt] 
-. hayd and hearr, even the whole man, the inwal 
facalttes of the Soul , as well as the outwg 


_ 


: 


ge X ſhall further hold 'out this righr, or a 
practice of called-for Durie, in theſe Foxr, 'P 
It requires that we have a right, or a Godly EWWWP 
in our performances, a higher end then the plea 
«.. pak or the profiting of our ſelves onliſ®@ 
'indmainly, an end that-tends- God-ward, to ll 
4onour and glory, as we are commanded, 1 Cay 

' 10+ 31: To do- whattutr wt do, to the glovyi 9 
Goa; and this end muſt needs run through hiv 
dutics of oyr particular callings, yea, throup® 
every natural a&tion of eating and drinkimg,cvaſ 

& through all duries of the arftand ſecond Tably? 
- , of Gods Law, thus Godlineſs puts a Servant to W 
* Fſervicetohis Maſter, as to the Lord Chriſt. '2h8* 
It ores. chat our performances be not by gud 
or af random, nor arbitrary, or according to dup | 
own will and pleaſure, but according to the Rukf ! 
of Godligeſs,called, v. 4. The dofirinethat 35 46h * 

cording to Godlintſs; which allows not to live, aff 

and walk by corrupt inclination, cuſtom, affion ; 

humour , revenge, and the like, but A tha} 
& Mftrajght andun-erring Rule, that: dire&s howtoþ- 
* promote Holineſs, how to mortifie Luſts, howp- 
&. to conform to Chriſt, that great, infallible, and} 
# - ,perfe& patern of Holineſs, - jt puts to ſquare al} 
# > .according to that Rule. 3!y, It requires thar thei 


+ dutie be right, as to. the manner of performing 
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| he ſame, ac-ordingrto that Word, 2 Core" Bb] - 
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<1 «SERMON 'C Þ} 
”. Wives, Pagents and Children; Tn a word, by 
+ to, be in every one of theſe ( as God hath ſet b, 
& perfon in his array ) Godly, to be abaundſt & 
* jo ip,rhe.work. of the Lord ; To be taken y 
4 with duzies of immediar worſhip to God,  andin8# 
> all duties: of Love ro Men ; "Therefore whien le BYE 
> Apoſtle, hath been ſpeaki of many things; heſi® 
| returns. to this, | Bit 'Dolttndf, with contentment if c 
| greet gain; He differencerh Godl)jneſs from many 
þ- ward, and much K proces, þ and. diſpuing 8 +[Þ0! 
s liglatt, which ſuppoſet ooledes. af 
4 £59) I vptogp cxccedingly prefersjt efofel! | 
4 are o thing 3.50 Chap.” 4.'v, 4, 
bi fokes Their frivolous queſtions, ati 
KS dep by Leia as uſcleſs, unedefying 'a 
ſe; as old wives fables, or tales Ne 
#»4 he exhorts Godly Timothie thus, and rxercili 4 
** rather unto godlinefs, This is the end for 


ch we have the precious Goſpel, and ſo man 
omiſes 3 3 The grate of God ( ſayethhe to Tityy, 
Chap." 2.0.11. 12. ) which bringeth Salvation, 
beth apprered unto ell yen, teaching us that deny- 
” Trig, ngodlintſs and worldly lufts, we ſhowld ling 
& aberiy,*ighteouſly and godly in this preſent world'; 
F Irs the'great leſſon rhat the Goſpel gives Men 
E 4 and Women to learn,, eyen to. live Godly, 
” To this endare al the inftru&ions and dife&ijons 
_ In the World, enrir us .it1 ogr ſcyeralduries 
ro Godand'Mai 3 all the morives-prefſing them; 
F al! the Promites made to them 3 3 and all the cx- 
=”  poſtulations for-negle& of them ; All which ma- 
Bipity dectare'this ta bethe acceptable -will of 
God. concerning us, even our Sp ponries, | 
” The ' Reaſons, why che Lor propoſeth this 
/ - inco, andcallech for this from-his People as ch It 
3 * os wk; work and art 09h are- umn 
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" I $7.4 To Vrrſes.s, PR 
, ir} , Becauſe ir's only this that 1s a afmcec toh 
ſo: aims, it's the native fruit of che Ordinances, and 


uo this Grace held” our, and offcred freely there» 
dj i > Face, that we have our fruit unto Holinefs, 2! 2 
th ſcauſe it's the only thing ,thar Aifferencctty FR 
hh councerfit heater of the Word z ,a form of God- 
eſs, will:not do the buſſineſs, if there 'be northe 77 
rl it.that proves honourable to God, and nothing + 
forefelſe withour it 3 what honour and adranrage 3 
not * capable, of any adyantage from the Gai 
Z | jure, being God all-ſufficienr, ,and infibitely ha 
hurch, bur that the praice of Holineſs is there? : 
ol What honour or advantage hath heina Belicyer, | 
tx | (> fayeth our Lord') is my Father glorified, that 
ond bring ſurth mach fruit; Its this which Pugs” 
7 yl 4(y- Becauſe it's this which is moſt profitable to 
4;1 'ethers,and ro our ſelyes ; Godlzneſs ( faith the A-"" 
ly, *ovr knowledge and other gifts, all our Mrs 
30s | (and+what ever elfe we have without this, will be © F 
Mm; K&' eſpecially pra&ice. and obedience thar 2 
x- | "Lord reeuires, Ob:dience ( fayeth Samuel: ro Saul, 3 
of The firſt aſe of theDofrine © ſerves for. its I 
"formatione; as by.the former No&rine, ye would * 
\ſoby -rchis ye, would know that -Godlinets | 
by ; the Bad Ron, Bl _ Is cel: wy r _ | 


In; It's that which mainly ſuirs and beſeems 
ſpht hearer from one” thas is but a cyraal, and 2 
= Dwer of Godlineſs in pratice. 3!y. Becauſe this ? 
, þ ! [6 ſpeak ſo , for if we ſpeak ,properly, HE 
in rhe do nacfing of himſelf ) hath God. of . 
:ny0 bur that he bring forth fruir? Fobn x5. Hey in 
35-1 <tal manner adorns the Doing of the Goſpel; * 
len «poſtle;, Chap. 4.8.) 7s profitable to all things, all : 
ſes 'unproffrable, and curn into vinitic amd nothin 
af *+ Sa 15, ) is better then ſacrifice, "8 
*know-thar there 1s ſuch a thing as *Godlineſy, | 


you ; It's not enough ('as we ſaid ) to come thwia 
the Church, to- have knowledge and profeſſion 
bur its the praRice of commonand known dutights 
> that will carry Gods approbation ; If we mjglalan 
= comparethe meaneſt dutie that a, Maſter injoywkes 
E his Servant rightly performed, after the due may 
| ner, and levelled at the right end, with a greafgjl 
; Profeffion, and big talking of Religion, the one 
” Will paſs before God rather, and be found to Ie 
| nearer tothe life of Religion, and Godlineſs, then 
the orher:Do not therefore miſtakeGodlineſs, it 
- among our hands,and often ( as it. were ) amonyl ke 
af fect,in theſe rhings thatwe think bur. litcle of | þ 
- ">The 2d. Zsſe ſerves for reproof ro many heap. ; 
© 
( 
{ 
| 


ers ofthe. Goſpel 3. if it be true that Godlinek 
© 5s the great thing called for, the great thing 
- commanded: and commended by the Lord, | « 
E *how will the moſt part be able to anſwer 

© for the groſs negle& of it ? Ts there, any 
* Tumber to count upon among the great multitude 
& that pretend to Godlineſs, that knows the pecu- 
| "liar way of Godlineſs, as differenced from meer 
* 'civilitie, hypocrific, formalitie, bare knowledge, 
- "and thelike ? If the moſt part were tryed by this, 
 'and weighed in this ballance , their Godlineſs 
would be found light :. Call in the. Drunkard, 
t "the Swearer, the unclean Perſon, the man that 
- *prayes none, the mocker of Picty,. &c, Who 
* "know not what it is, to.do duties from a principle 
2 *of Conſcience, if they do at all believe this toe 
* the truth of God, they muſt needs plead guilty,. 
t- "and confeſs that they are utrerly wanting in that : 
| "which God mainly ealls for ; And if we ſhall come 
'to themrhat are morecivil, that keep the Church, 
E -thar haye an honeſt guryrard life and Walk, ad. 
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Me tojiay be;rhe commendation of their neighbours. 4 
<fTionBipat is all thar, if rhere be no more, to Godlje 2: 
luis? That which is called for, is to be Godly in: } 
M/gb@or converſation z Godlinefs is 'nor only, tobe. © 
J0)/efehoious before mep,' but alſo before God'z to; 3 
Mine a religious rule, principle and end; it"5mor"- 
ereahaily to. go about the ducies of 'your callings ho« 2 
* One vr. before men. elſe what -more do ye then. 3 
0 IIuecthess ? who will live friendly with their neigh. ? 
heaſ ſours, - and deal honeſtly in their bargains ,/ and . 
tho, -in theit exrernally blamefeſs walk, it may 
Pp. ke, will go beyond many of you - who: profeſs to, ; 
be”Chri api 665 t's nor only faith which we 


| ; mY m” + Ros _ WT ; 
1Tim. 6, Virks 6, 1, 8- 


t 
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ear f ll you to, and which many of you ſathfie your 
Neſs we wirh the opinion of,and'* rodiveceth ang 
Ing] curity by z* but ir's the -power of Godlineſseyj. * 
rd; | dencing it ſelf in. good works, from a 6 7 prin«.” 
"rf tiple, and to .a right end 3. hat profits. ſuith.. 
" | without works,ny brethren? faith Famer, Clap eo 
He js nor raking in, fat leſs preferring works'to_ # 
u- | faith, in-the matter of Juſtification before God. 
er | yer he would have them-conjoyned with faith jy 
e | ourpraice, and' converſation 5 yea, it's. ofie'of  : 
$. | the grearevidences of faith, 'and'one of the great. * 
ls | ends wherefore he gives faith, even that it may 
,. be nay on Gn, -_ wear rm and Gos3 © 

Works 3; and we accgrdingly call for Fimirs: of : 
> | our Faith, orfath fbr 'a ſound* Faith, *thar 1 
* | hath always Fruits : Or if we ſhall come yet fur © 
" F ther, to ſome that have a form of Prayet in their © 

Families, and in Secret,” who. attend: :on Oegjs * 
nances without ſtaying aback, or running away 3 
from them ( as ſome do; and'it may beJifthie + 
Aation of.ſome amongſtus-broughrt rhem not, tity 
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ah 'S: 'E R M on 4 * ci 
3 | nortp YBur whats all that to Godlineſs,if +] FI 
. beall? Ic not hearing, reading, praying, a ſor 1 
— Cf. ſadneſs for fin now and then, that will-proveſnd' 
> Yqu.to be Godly , But it's' the habicual praQtic ders 
” of duties in a Godly manner. That -ye provide Fo 
* for your Families, and. do 'the, duties of 2» 
| grorcl and. parzicular callings in_ a godly. Sn 

Her, -That ye ſeek firſt the Kingdom of Gadzig, 
| your Selves,to your Families, Wives andChildren, lr 
; and other things in the next. ard lower Roony| j 
God will never count that ro be Godlineſs, to a 

> poſtpone, Heayen to theſe. other. things z Nay, 
* Even in labouringfor thefe other things, ye muſt $00! 
| Jo.je 10: a Godly, manner; Jo your, love to-Wife, eſt 
: Children,: and other Relations, ye muſt lik 
be Godly, not only. in your Praying, Reading, | 

Singing, Dicourfing in che Familie, ye muſt 
e Godly; But alſo in your lawful callings; what- 
er. they be 3 If. chis be nor, :all. the preachin 
rt hear, and. all the profei ion of Faith,at 
odlineſs that ye have will not. profit yo, 
Hor. avail [you any thing in the day. of Gods reck; 
by ing with you, becauſe ye gaye not him that 
| wh he TIM _ orgWiueht is Godlineſs, 


SERMON, TT, 


> AT" Timothy 6. Verſe $6, fo 's, | 
' BY Gullimeſe-with contentment is great gain. Eee | * 


| ey | are not - alittle. advanced j in Religion, 
” ; [that cone the length;of knowing. : and; be- |} 
S = a=" te hat: cated PTY 70nd tv” # 1 
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thaſie the ary ee and excdlent iinnges 4 
a ſore F;. e molt part clcher quite. miftake Godlineſs 
Irovelind t ak thax aby thing like -it is it; or-tlicy h- 3 ; 
Riceſte value it, and p got at allany ſuch price upon... 
videſit as. it, deſerves... 
4 
Fl "THe. Apoſtles _ reat Scope here 15 Ny @ 

mend-to Chriſtians in all Times 
- aa Places "* Be in all Stations and. Ret oat 

* fiogular worth of th Pra ce, of (9s +. 
Fe br God lineſs ,' and' t the. oifttet ptehiegn etice that by J 
ay, Ihath above 211 [the Plea ure, Profit” 4nd I 
uſt [i +3 in the World , . yea, above the bs ; 
fe, Jeſt gifts of Knowledge , ' utterance and the 7 
uſt Jlike, on which 1a theſe days many put the area | j 
& ſt price, 5-6 
| : 
t- 1 We ſhewed whit is, meant " Gotinels Y 
. the habitual, right pra&ice and cxertiſe of t wal, 


dear and common dutiet which the Lord calle 
, | for in his Word; The right praGice of the duties. 
- | vf intmediatre worſhi towards God, and the 
t | righr-p refice of the ' duties that we owe one ro 
ahorhier 5 in our ſeveral calling, tations: and're- 
latiorisz ' that we be fincerely and ſeriouſly - 
fire in both, as the; nature of them dotlrree 1 E 
\ Quire. 


Fo: to its TY 


The' har ſha inſiſt on argv time] thaw 7 
Pi — | 


$64.18 ; ' f ID. ns Lg - 
& © 8 ba þ - ky 


or 


: - > 
. 3 py, 4 
. ww; - 
>». WS 
hf 5 
2; 8 ps 
Ws 
"SR. . - Yo _— 48 
. nn " ; 


, x 


o 


—_—— — — 


[ layeth the Apoftle, Chap. 4. 8.) profeteth littl 


=. pineſs is ſummed up in it, Pſal. 112, v. 1, BY 
F Jed 35 the man.that frartth the Lord, and thath 
-- nothing clſc but ro he Godly, So Pal, 1194 Blip 
. ſtd are the undtfiled in the way, who walk in. thi 
\. law of the Lord ; and Pſal. 1. v1, Bliſded 35 the 
-- - man that walketh not in the counſel of the ungodly, 
Kc. -and that. (ame is the godly man; certainly. 
; theſe magnificent Titles, Great Gain, profitable 
= to all things, bleſied-or heppie, are not vain words, 


| but are madeuſe of on defign,to ſet our the very | 


exceeding great, the inconceivably great” gain- 
fulneſs, uſctulneſs,, and, profitahleneſs .of. Godli- 
neſs, Conſider it more particularly, and yet 
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but generally z, for it is impoſſible to. go through 
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t gajgabe particulars of it, This 15 a deep, gulf 'y herein” 
Godjlyords might be ſwallowed up, but te glance att ? 
dlitel8 lictle 3 The gain of Godlineſs : may be Jaoked 
it fat a5 theſe, ſeveral ways extended, | .1.: Look to! 
of th4.the extent of it's gain, as to perſons of every © 
n, of EX, Age, Rank,. Qualitie , Calling, Capacity, 
are ;| ation and.Relation, it's exceeding profitayle 107 
1; zþ All chat have it ; It's the rruc honour and. glory * 
eſsin o | ' Pf 
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> Je ( faith David, Pſl. 4. ) thet thi Lord big 
| ſet ' apart him "that 3s godly for bimſtf; but th 


It's profitable, in .the duties of menz 
2843 doth ſhall proſytr ; when the very plowing 4 
aining, &c. of the Godly watt is accepi 
 *of afl*forts of gain, remporal/ and eternal, 1t hat 


» themſelyes, and often to, others, in whoſe com- 
A Fg they are, -an$*always inward gain, in re- 


- and theit walk before him. | | 
+ We ſhill yet a little further commend it -ro- you, 
| by ſpeaking to two or three wſts of the goides for 
- ts moſt comprehenſive, and if any DoQrine ma 
- warrantably be propoſed and+ preſſed, ſure th 


 good- works, Tit. 3: 8. Theſe things are good and 
Y een fo men: So 'we 'may very confident! 
E fay: that this DoRrine- is eminently ſo, and will 
” be found to be ſo, roalt that ever eſſayed ir in 
 poodearneft. 

t ., And therefore; far ſe, 1. Let it- exhort you 
_ to ſtudy Godlineſs more, that ye may not be 
= Ehriſtians in word only, but in deed and in-truth; 
> df ye believe the Scriptures :ro be the Word of 
| God, ye muſt necds afſent to this 1n your Judge- 
- ment that Godlineſs: 1s a profitable thing ;-an $14 
any DoRrine in it be a truth; thar -this' is: moſt 


4 SERMON TI. TC 
a | 
| watit of it- quite mars and obſtrudts all acceſs tj 
+ God, and' acceptance before him in- duties (lf. * 
Et; , 
> *ordinary callings, Pſe!. x. #hatſoever the gody NH 
- he wicked is fin, the plowing, cating, drinking L- 


 *able.” *4{y; Lookto thie extent: of it! "in refpeal 
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| "the promiſe of this life,and of that whith is id comp 
3 1.9 outward gain, fo far as it'is meer forſ 


of themſelyes itr their ſecret converſe with, 


$ may ; And as the Apoſtle ſayes, ſpeaking of | 
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3 certainly one ; there being nothing more. fre- | 
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e a Aquently commanded and-eommended ; nothing > 
ef; alib< negle& wherof is more: frequently and ſever. 2 
_ "Ay puniſhed, and the practice of itmore frequent- * 
megly 20d richly rewarded : Andindeed, 1f the ex- } 
eoghb4Friences of all milirant, and triumphung Saints, 
I #hom- God; hath thought good to make'1n hope * 
kinz048d full poſſeſſion reſpe&iyely partakers of te? 
-ei&} lightfome ,-glorious , neverefading! inheritafce, ©: 
zf ere gathered rogether, they .would ibe. ſo many? 
p ;1 pregnant proofs of the truth oft. The dooltul ? 
- | experience alſo- of all the damned -in hell, who * 
are now reaping, and eating the frutt of their ? 
own ungodly ways confirms.it;z If awe did by 
I faith liſten, and lend our. ear tothe language uf 
\thatrich manin hell, whorreckoned his greateft ? 
gain, to ly 'in his ſumptuous Fare, -his'gorgeous 
Apparrel,: in his dogs, and-in the pleaſant pat; 
"time he had with them, what. a mortifying dif- : 
;courſe might we hear from him, ' concerning the 7 
{| unprofitableneſs, and vanity of all theſe rhings? 2 
of | How would he decry';; detrude: and: degrade 5 
'T .them,eyen to. very dupg, when;from-them-all, he 
ly | : cannot. have ſo much- as @ne drop of water from 
{14 afinger to: cool his rongue,, in theſe ſcorching \: 
. and tormenting flames? How patkerically would he * 
commend, applaud and praiſe poorLax4ru5,whom © 
: | he ſo. much once deſpiſed, for his wiſe choice of 
. -Godlineſs, -as the greateſt gain, by whichthe is 3 
| -in dbreharis boſom, in-perfett:bleſs, when hime | 
| (Clif 15, jn-cafclels and endfe(s; torments.? :Howlok: ©: 
| licitous is he, in ſending $0. his bretheen, trade. 
clare to: them the advantage of - Godlineſs above 
all things in this world, wherein he, poor fool, © 
4 © placed his, and other ſuch. fools, Hl peace their .? 
þ .greateſtgainand happineſs ? I ye willluffer Jour 4 
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+. "Confciences to ſpeak out, will they nor tell youTſh 
+ that the way of Godlineſs is preferable to profall Pl 
| nity, to formality, ro meer morality and civilityſyu 
+ that to pray is better then to reftrain'/prayer be ar! 
fore God? that fincerity'in Religious Duricel .F 
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prey. that humility: is betta” 

© wen pride ? :thar ſel6-denyal ispreferable to (elb,5,. 
| Jerking, and :ſelE-pleafing, - that Godly-'tempeF; 
> ance; and ſobriety are better then ſenluality j 

* ſobriety and -intemperance,@c? And: if in youſ;, 
5 ener; you aſtenct ro the- truth of all chk; 
; and be 1n-your conſcience convinced of it, wha, 
horrid gut is ir, andiit will once be fonnd,to befh;, 

| Mill following! prophanity, intertaining lufisandk,, . 
F3dols;/and [Tying by from the ſcrious exerciſe off}, 
+ *Godlineſs contrary to ſuch' aſſent and conviion, ly, 
when there is ſomewhat within you that ſideth,ſ] 
and taketh part with Godlinets, as having theFF: 
 *preferentt of and preheminence above all ether 


oy 


} ©-- -Ta-proſecuting this #ſe_@ lictle further 4 I ſhall 

| *-ſhow-'you rhe grear Gain that cometh by Godlis 

- ''nefs,' #-" Int It's preventing theſe matiy evils that 

| Dnngodlyneſsis attended with, 2ly, In the many 
--'pood things that Godlineſs bringeth along with it, 
4 [or for the Firſt of theſe, viz, The ills and pre, 

- *Judices that attend ungodlineſs, which ' Godlineſs 

- would keep off, 'wemay inſtance in theſe Three, 
* "Firſt, if- we look thorew aig arc hot | 
- wil fird ungodticeſs, 'and prophum ty” to bring! 

” -much temporal outward evil on men; it: ruines 

| Families, Cities, Countrey.ſides, whole Nations 

| and Kingdoms : It defiroyed the Old World, 

> Sodom and.Gommorah with theſe other Cities of þ* 
| the Plain; When Gedling would haye preyens, Ns 
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T- . r7inis, Poſes 67,8. 23 7 
ron; ir deſftrudtion';-It brings much Poverty, * 
ofal 
lit 


* 


whip, Sickneſs. and many other Judgements © 
ud Plagues on the Eſtates and Perſons of Wen,” * 
&Women ; which if they did duecly dread, and © 
: ar leved themſelves, as to prevent: them, they *© -.« 
rh wild ftudic Godlinefs , for ( as it ts Prov, 10,” 7: 
at) Ht that. walketh uprightly , walketh ſurely," 2 
"1 $6-'be that perverteth bis ways ſhall be made knowny * © 
7; Wotherways ſo, ro be a man that hath been no! 
ne friend to himſelf; Tr's trne, God doth ſome»! ? 
es though not ordinarly cxercife men + with {| 
re afflitlons ſoverajgnly, where he-hath no - 
pecial quarrel for fin, but hencycr plagues whole +; 
ations, and © bur ſeldorre - particular pIEns 7, 
be where there is a controverſie; | he hathithis- - 
| yy to ſay , Thou baſt procured theſe things to*_ 
f ſelf, and thou baſt deRtroged thy ſelf. 21y;* Unis* 4 
godlyneſs and prophanity bring on much inward ; 
il on the' Souls and Conſciences of Men and” 
Women, much anxiety , diſqujer , perplexity; + 

11 ['xatioa, anguiſh, terror and'torcure of mind;” &: 
ij, (9awing worm In the Confcience, © mary ſadly al-' 1 
ie (\rming and confoundingchallenges,' whichhave; . | 
y [cir riſe in carnal men from their ungodlynefs,* 4 
- [whereas the Godly man ſuitably exerciſed 'to 
pranets, is bps zn perfelt peace, In peace, peace, - 
; [tis not afrayed of evil, tidings,. bis heart is fixet 
| trofting in the Lord, and having his mindfiayed'- +» 
. | onhim,amidft che greateft commorions, he js not 


h 


6 


| Mach moved, : bur ina great meaſure calm, 'anf 
- | Compoſed ; O! What a many gallivg aid *tor= 
| | menting challenges are prevented by Godlineſs? 
| 48 we may ſee incminentlyGodly 7ob, who, un« 
| der great trouble, and ſharp exerciſchath agreat F 
al of inward quietnefs, a5 appears by you he. { 
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F "$4 E7 SERMO N y I I; : as. 
+ dayet," Chap. a7. 6. My righteouſneſs 1 hold- fafifinh 
andtwill not lit it go, my beert ſhall not reproughilhi 
me. while 1 lave; When any ſtorm ariſeth , ht 
helpeth to calm and lay it, -and refreſheth undayc! 
it, 315, Ungodlyneſs and profanity bring afiphi 
* crernal evils, Tribulation and anguiſh, indigndith 
- tion and wrath upon every ſoul of man that doth 
= eyil;. 01 howterrible will the appearance of uw 
godly men be, hefore the Tribunal of God ? thee n 
-.coming of Chriſt will be to them , -nor as theſſhcr 
 ſhaddow.ofdeath, bur-as the ſubſtance, Soul anifhp + 
 Hearrof it: O/{ whata maſs of evils is in the 
 - Words-----}7ho (hall be puniſhed with everlaſiing dtfhull 
 ſtruftion, from the preſence of the_Lord, and frohior. 
* tbe'glory of bis power; and in theſe, depars fronfol 
© Me Je-curſed into tverlaſting fire, prepared for the dy hl 
- v3 and bis angels? Whereas Godlincſs yeeldifthe 
4 ace and quijetneſs in death, aud boldneſs andfto h 
- *Confidence as to Judgement, and is waited withſſbe 
©. joy unſpeakable, and full of glory, at Chrifts ap1 
* pearance:.. O! the refrigeration and refrethings 
| that-will then come to the Godly from his pre-Cm 
* _ ſence. If-in the Second Place we conſider GodsÞÞn t 
| * lineſs, in reſpe& of what it poſitively brings alongner 
- - with it, the truth of what is ſaid will further ap6oc 
* ' pear, though-the truth is, we can more eaſjly tellJren 
IN Char Godlineſs remoyeth and freeth from, . thenſſſus. 
”:. What ic hath in it, and :bringeth with ir, . thatÞGoc 
|  quire tranſcends all expreſſions, yea, and concepthie | 
eas alſo, For if it be Drogranls for all things te 
on does it, or can it wafit? the good thatſdeſ 
| ir hath cannot be told; yet in ſome general heads]Por 
i we may touchupon, and takea little taſte of che 2h. 
& uncxpreſlible advantages of ir. 1, It hath rempo-Jot : 
Tall blefſiogs arrendiog ir, ig the meaſure oy "we 
1 So . — tho ©” 
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1 Ti. 6, verſes 6,9,"9. 


faſtinks fir, whatſoever the godly man doth ſhail 


oughiſper, Pſel. 1. The meek ſhall inherit the earth, 
» Wetth, 5. Ir may be the godly man hath not 


? Mffſoht 'to it + hath, as ir were,a leaſe of 1t; and 
engath peace and ſatisfaGion in the uſe of what he 
totitnjoyes, whigh the greateſt men, that are nor 
"ubodly cannot have : And men will krow this ts 

hate no little advantage, when once they begin to 
Whouire into the nature of their right, and hold- 


- 
Z 


Wilho of theſe exrernalls, Thou ſhalt know (fayes Eti-. 


1elhes ro Job Chap. 5. 24; ) that thy tabernacle 
 difhull be-43n peace 3 and thou ſhalt viſit thy babita- 
ro8ion, 4nd ſhalt not fin, What an advantage 15 It 
; 


ply down, and riſe up, to eat and drink, and. 


a&gake uſe of all creature-comforts in peace, from 
elaſhe knowledge of our ſpecial right to them ? yeag 


indo haye an inheritance to our Children afrer -us? '# 
1hWibe ſeed of the righteous ſhall be bleſſed,and they ſhall- 


pStberze the earth ; when rot one word of Promiſe 
ng ſpoken to the Seed of others; In the ſecond 
reCommnard, it's ſaid, that the Lord will bave werty 
dn thouſands of them that love him, and keep his com= 


nalnerdrents; and do ye think it little, that rhe © 3 


Ipeoodly man hatch under the broad Seal of g:a= 
ellJren, the Promiſe of Gods care of him, and of 
enfilis Seed? that if he were dying, he may leave 
natyGod ( ro ſpeak ſo } Tutor to his Children, yea, 
tkihe niay leave him asa Legacie and Portion r& 
eg fttem, he being the Godly mans own Portion, he 
deſcends, as it werezto his Children, to be their 
dsIPortion, when being helped to take him 7's ſuch. 
neg2y, Godlineſs, as 1t is advantagious, in reſpect 
a mans outward, fo it is advantagfous in res 
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Inuch of che carth in poſleſſion , bur he hath, 


pect of his inward condition, which this word . 


+. 


- werd in the original .is Rab, I bave much; bi 


E Contenty ext in the Text impllics, the men of this. 
World may poſteſs far greaterthings in ir; h : 
jf we look to Conten:ment, the poor godly mai 
hath much, vcry much more ? 1 bave leaſe, 
( faith the Apoſile,Pbzz. 4. ) in every ſtate whatge 
zn 1am, therewith to be content, 1 now bow tobe... 
* abaſea, and how to abound, 8c. It is a remat * 
” able paſſage thar we have 1n that mecring ofthgy. 
- two Brothers, Jaccb and Eſau mentioned, Gen. 
33. Where Eſau meers Z«cob with four hundralſy,. 
men ( an evidence that he had much of thg,.. 
World ) and being off:1*d a conſiderable px 
ſent by 7acob, heat firſt modeſtly refuſeth to 
cept of ir, and laxes to him, 1 have enoxgh, thil 
7acob urging him to receive itat his hand, ſays 4 
to him, I have all, for ſo the word Col in til; 
Hebrew ſignifies z The ny man is as quia,” 
well contenr, and farisfied with his condition, a; 
if he had all things, having food and raymeng of 
| To this ſame purpoſe, the Apofile ſays, Philiſy, 
* 4+ 18, When he had ſome ſmal Supply of Charly, 
. ty from the Chriſtian Phz1lippians, 1have all, by 
| > Sep] 1 am full, 3ly, Conſider him jn his ind. 


ward ſpiritual condition, in -refererce to thi 


peace, comfort and joy of his Soul , he is ſom * 
time fil;ed with the joy'of the Holy Ghoſt ; 1h " 
Churches were tarfied , walking in the fear of tM 5 
Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt ; (aye: if 
the divine Hiſtorian, 4s 5, And ſaysour Lox N 
John 14. 231 any man love mt, 1will love i Y 
and will manifeſt my ſelf unto bim,and 1 and my fel ; 

ther will come and make our abode with him: Oltuch fi 
- refreſhing comfortingg rejoycing company! thereſ 4 
| bz more ſweet Souzlolace, ard joy reſulting fromys. 
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f 6 as Fc 'r. T8. 6. Verſes 6, 7. 8. þ £ 27 FX 3 
L te abode of the Father and Son, from fellowſhip | 
Mich them, and from the lifted-up light of Gods. 
Sountenance, .in the excrciſe of Godlineſs, theg” 
Corn and Wine, even 211 the dehights of the Sons . 2: 
Jof Men can poſſibly afford them: fr hath anorher. ; 
Flrt of purely ſweet reliſh, then the moſt delicar 2 
Jarthly comforts have z It's great advantage hs 1 
"hears eminently here, 4/y; Confider rhe ad< * 
"Frantage of Godlinefs, with reſpe& rothe Godly *: 
"1m7n5{piritual lifes Ir keeps him freſhand green, 
Find on the growing hand, and preſerves him © 
from decay, blaſting and withering, whileas #tz, 
lizeſs makes men grow worſe and worfeg 

Jihe Godly wan, ( Pſal. 1.) Is like 4 tree thet © 

. Ris plented by the rivers of water, that brings forth © 
ts fruitin bis ſeaſon, and bis ltaf withers nor, he + 
"1s fat 2nd flouriſhing, and brings forth fruit in. old > 
"3 &e', Pſal. 32, 5ly, If we ſhall conſider befjde *? 
all this, the advantage of God!ine(s, in refye&- -: 
-Athelife to come, here we turn into an- oveany.” 


"I here words are ſwallowed up, Eye hath not ſen © 
tar bath not heard, neither hath it entered into the © -: 

2] brart of max to conceive it. The -grearneſs of the 

Ipriviledge and advantage of the God!zes being fer 

1 apart fo God bimſelf will clearly and confpitu= 
{ ouſly appear at that great and norable ay che 
| Lord, when all the world will be Ranket attthe 3 
tight and left hand of the Judge 3 Who think ye © 
"44 Will ger the honour of the right hand rhar day'# 2 
yo. but the Godly, ſuch as have. been ſuing PA Y 

Eerciſed in the praftice of the common duttes of * 

| Chriſtianitie, »hen 1 was bungry, (ſays he ) y8 
"o} Jta me; when 1 was nakedye cloathed mts witny 7 
ml, 94 4 ſtranger, ye troop mein, &c. fs it poilible (@ - 
ja} Conceive to the full,- - near to the full, har ade ">; 
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|  yantage 36 here ? eſſay by faith ro fiſt your ſelvesh; 
| before the Judge, and then conſider, 1f there be; 
* Dot great gain, :irfbeing ſet on his right hand, to, 
| beſaved from the pir, and in getting that heart-ſ 
| ſome word of welcome from Chrifts (weer mouth, } 
© Come ye bleſied of my father, audin being for ever with| 
-- theLord: If all this, and infinirely much more, J: 
-- then we can ſpeak of, be in Godlineſs, it is ſuref 
the greateſt Gain ; In this life ic 1s very profit] }, 
able, and 1n thelife to. come unconceivably ſoz]; 
- And, if upon the o:her hand, ye could rightly] : 1 
concelve the horror that ungodly men will al 
under howload and fhril their cryes&ſcrikes willſ 
'* be, when preſſed from the unſupportable weight] - | 
+» of the wrath of God,and from the pangs of an evilſ} -: 
E and tormenting Conſcience, and when boaſted} .; 
”- away with that dreadful, depart from me Je curſedjhh 
# there being no poſſibility to ſee God without boliff + 
* ' neſs; while the Godlies peace and tranquillitief 
© ſhall flow as aRiver, and as a mighty Stream, 

> and ny ſhall have fulneſs . of joy in hi + 
| Preſence, and pleaſures for eyermore at his right 

_ hand; what joy unſpeakable, and full of Gloryy 
the one will have at Chriſts coming, and what 

 _ oyerwhelming ſorfow of heart the other will thenſþ 
” . have; could ye aright conceive of the vaſt dif- 

+ ference, that will then be betwixt the Godly, 

7 - avd Ungodly, ye would doubtleſs the more eat 

-, Jy conceive the great advantage and gain of God} 
7 ings: Let me. therefore ſeriouſly commend ! 

-  . anto you again and again; For without all con 

| - ,zroverſie. as the myſtery of godlineſs is great, ſoi 
alſo the gain and advantage ofit 3 In all the de 

# _bates of the time wherein we live, hath therej 
+ "ever bech one found, that had rhe confidencety 
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re to ot Evers that then 3s no in in. | 
ddlineſs, or that there is no profic in hrifne the: 
\l; mighty? though: this, alas ! 'be the language : 
of the hearts and pratice of many ; Let me there- ? 
| ore, yer once more, commer it unto you, as 
by it — md profitable , both here, and here-. | 
4 after. 
we - The 24, 4ſ: Serves for Conviction, Expoſids 
'f Ef Jatjon and Reproof ; ; If this be a truth, that God- 
4} "lineſs is great gain, and profitable to all things, } 
'Whart 15,or can be the reaſon, that it ſhould be (o* 
little thought of,ſo much undervalued andnegleR- : 
ed?If ir be much more, infinitly much mere ro bes 
Godly,then to be Rich, then to be great in the? 
\World,and to ſwime in it's delights, whence core 
"tt to paſs,that n.oft -men take ſo much pains's 
come by choſe,and ſo little ro come by this which 
1s the very baſe and foundation of all true cows 
tenement ? we are afraid,*that /many do nor at. 
all really believe, that either there 1s ſuch a thing? 
"as Godlineſs, or that it is ſo gainfula thing 3 and* 
we are-(ure that there are bur very few, thatar 4 
in their pra&ice fuired -to ſuch a belief ; Thits* 
great negle& of Godline(s 1s the ſin and ſhime cf. 
many profeft Chriſtians, 'and will «ts. nally | 
- both cheir ſhame and ſorrow, and the g:cun1 ot 
a ſad Sentence' againſt them, 1f the negl-a bes 
continued in: It ye could be prevailed with ſoap 
F © berly and calmly to reaſon the matter with you k 
ſelves, © 15 there any thing that can. juſt;y come? 
pare, or .compeat with Godiineit? . if not, then” 
ler-ir have the preference of, and the prehemysJ 
nence above all other things : which leads me tos 
ſpeak a little to zhe commendation of. ir, Compa+; 
pong Fir(t, a" ir with the _ 1. 
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E have more advantage in them,then there is in ſq» 
, Þriery, tenderneſs, meekneſs, patience in bearing 
With, and paſſing by an injury ? Dare ye in your 
+ "Eon{cience prefer thoſe tothelſe? dare ye ſay,thu 
þ--It 75 better ro render evil for evil, then to render 
-pood for evil, and ro Jer your moderation be 
P&DOWN toall men? Tf you ſhould think; or ſa 

#0, would jcnotiofinuat that hight of horrid blaf- 
FPlicmic, that ye think the Devil to be better then 
* God, and that the devil js ro be ſerved rather 
=thcn God, Ah! ſhall any «hing like this be once 
heard amorgh} Chriſtians ? ſure then Godhneſs js 


- promiſe made to utgodlineſs? is there one pro- 
E- mite in all the Book of God to prophane perſons? 
* bur doch not His Word ſpeak good, and do good 


E with"mens: ſari:faRion in the World,and all- the 
t things of it, Whar are riches, ;honours, pleaſures 
ro Gollineſs? Are thy capable'of the titles, de- 


» to Godlincſs ? are they greatly gainful, even pro- 
{Mable ro all things, as Godlineſs 1s? the gain of 
- Godlineſs 15 both great, and ſure, warranted by 
+ God hiwſclfro te io; the gain ofit is unchange- 
+ able and unalterable, it's withall comprehenſive 
* of all needful and truely deſirable good;and as its 
_ | 3.8 | - Lreat 
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F-ruch more cdvantagicns then fin; 1s there any* 


+-to-them tht walk bprightly? 313. Compare jt 


> Tignations and charaQters, that the Scriptures give 


7e7 
| Ever be compared withylet be preferred-to Godliy 
| Deſs!)ye that follow your lufts, and will not.wandy 
» "an hours tipling, or laughing at a finſul Sport, aa 
E advantage in a bargain,though to your ne1gliboursſtzn 
E "Prejudice, thar will not forbear a paſſionat word [bc 
If it ſhould coſt you. your life, when that is overſſot 
E and by, will ye; cat ye, dare ye ſay,ithar theſe] th 
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Great &: ſure; fo it's honourable gain, For the Y7gbte- - * 
ins ſp41l be bad in everlaſting remembrance; Godli» * 

jeſs gives ro men 4 now name that is not written in 
earth, and makes them to be pillars mn the } 
temple of God to go out no more, which ſhall nor +? 
word be overturned, as thoſe Pillars which men ſer up 2; 
5 Overffor.p<rpetuating their names will all be ; ofiumcs > 
theſeſ the men of the World arc bowed ard becked un- 
n f0-f tos, arid get low ſaluts from ſuch as inward'y do 
ring fin their hearts deſpiſe and conreinn them 3 h ove" 2 
Your ever, within a very lintle, their Grandcur will -» 
[the f keave ther, and will not go with them beyond-2z 
der the Grave, Man that is in honour, and underſtands + 
? be] not, #s libe the beaſt that periſh:th; He that t» hide 
ay noured as a God to day, is tormented in hell /'tez 
laf$ morrow with Devils ; If ye would, in cold bloods 
en compare Laz4rs3 and the Rich-man togerher, amb 
er f ſeriouſly conſider the end of both, eternal repole? 
ce | in the boſom of Abraham in Heaven, the end- of 
BF. the one, and extream un- interrupted and' ever-"" 
YL * laſting torment inhell to the other; is ir poſſible, 
2 | (but ye muſt thick Godly Lazers, though 1n-his-! 
/ | lifetime poor, full'of Sores licked by the others” 
| | Dogs, hadthe advantage hugely beyond therich-' 
t F man, norwithitanding his famptuous Table, and; 
gorgious Apparrel, and his grear Retinue ſtand-"? 
Ing all about him, with cap in hand, along his'% 
ſhare Life? 4nd if, for all this, ye will not 'be-: 
lieve it, a few days will convince you, thar rhis * 
1s the truth of God ; and if ſo, what is the reaſoh, 3 

that ye continue to wearie your ſelves with puts 
ſuing after vanity, and to negle& Godlin *& 
- 31y. Compare it with that wherewith the ApoſUES 
{ compareth it here, viz. with all notional queſti=z 
ons,. diſputs, intangling debates, with all lireraÞ 
| C4- knowWe- 


boy 


. _ ”-u Gs * 
” -» $5.4 
; os $5.2 
» OY... « 


We -xf ,- "=O I. * © KS * . - * 
_— sf] , 6: L 34d ot, i. EROS . WP. > 2g” > OE 
£7 xo 5 at Cas Oo A RR 
«& = , oo. ; £7 we bo 7 - 70, bh 5 's y 
- FED, SYS NED. BE ©-£ =”, : 
*: Py - 2 #* 
- - 


” © knowledge, lis 1r, and common Gifts, and it wil 

- be fourd to have rhe preference of them all ; 1; eafil! 

better to hve a Servant, that our of Conſciene 45-0 
.toGed will do his Dutie, and commend:-the wall 

of God ro his Maſter by his fairhtulneſs therein gor 

when his. back is turned, not with eye-ſervice, deſi 

a iman-plcaſer, but in fingleneſs of heart, as doingl jh- 

ſervice ro Chriſt, and nor to man ; then to hawyne 

a Scrvant that hath a great Profeſſion , much ſpe ;; x 

 culative Knowledge, with many other conſider ji 

able Giftsand Abilities, thar is nor ſuch ;.So iris] 

'much betrer for a privat Chriſtian, that is a Lands| 

Mm 

n1 

D 

n 

| 
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E labourer, a Handy: crafts-man,or a Merchant, that 
+ .15S1n carceſt, cxerciſed to Godlineſs, thar is fre: 
L--quent,and fervent in Prayer, and in other Dnries 
of Gods Worſhip,and Chriftianity,& eonſcienti- 
© ous 1n the Duries of his particular calling 3 Then 
= -1t for great abilities without Godlineſs he could 
=: ſtarr up into the Pulpit, and preach-not only like 
- Other mcn, but like an Angel; It's better for 
Men to be ſerious in the praftice of Godlinefs, 
- then if they could be able (to ſpeak fo ) for ace 
- . compliihnents of men ta ſet up a new Religion 
©, eyery day, Sy tilly- and Sophiſtically to debate 
z / agarnft allche. grounds of faith, and. to ſtop the 
F. mouths of-maintainers thereof, yea, to.refare all 
> Errors ccntrary to theFairh,by their meer School- 
E . learning, and Gifts z There is more Godlineſs, | 
and fo more true adyantage in the right prac- F' 
- tice of the low, and common Duties of Religion, 
F,tlenin all cheſe high flowen things. do ye think 
' * then, thar Godlincls* ayd.rhe gain thereof are 
inal. martert, towards which ye may carry in- 
>. differently, and unconcernedly ? | Or that ye run 
# a Lyal, agd inconfiderable h:zard, who negled, 
IM | ; and 
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"T4 468. Tim, 6o' Verſts 6.758. © * $A 
TY and care nor for it, and are murh ſooner, aad 2 
cio Joilter farisfied a5 to your Gadlinefs,then ye are , 
Fas.to things of infinitely leſs moment 2 Alas v * 
what gain ye though ye ſhould gain the me us 

"7 world, if ye loſe your own Souls? O! fooliſh ai 4. 
deſpcrarly mad exchange ; Think ſeriouſly on 7 
J ih: matter, all ye who ſligh: ſerious Godiineſs, ©? 
and content your (elves with any form of 1c, whar ©} 
POT ir will be to loſe your Souls, to loſe Heaven, and Þ} 
the.love of God, and rofall under his wrath* and? 
curſe, to ſin your ſelves out of a capacity of all ”Þ 
comfortalle applications of+ any of all the Pro» 2 
miles, and to bring upon your ſelves all che rhreat= 3 
|: nings and curſes that are in his Law ? Lie and. 2 
GN Death are ſer before you, and the Lord pnis the% 
_ matter to your civice 3 And we may very cones 
ld fidencly alsert to You, that there is unſpeakably8 
ke | 8<at prej dice , and [oſs in ungodhneſs, as thre 
is unſpeakably grcat gain in the ſtudy of God!Te3 
neſs; we do ag412 lay theſe two before you, 'Lite*? 
| Death, the love of G29, and the curſe of God)! 
"F Heaven and Hcl! ; If ye chooſe Life, ye muſt of 2 
: neceſlity chooſe Holineſs alſozAs God jh:wes mer 2 
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ty to thauſands of them that love him, and krep bis * 
commandments; So he conſtrueth negle& ro keep * 
his Comman:iments to be a hateing of him 3'for? 
that inthe ſecond command, is-by him oppoſed to 
{ loving of him, and keeping his Commands 3 -ye" 
' who deſpiſe thi greatly advantagious gain'of**2 
*Gollineſs, will make your ſelves and your po= 43 
ſeritje miſerable. Now tell me, when I have»? 
ſpoken all this, ( which yer 1s bur little of thar + 
which is ia Godlineſs, ) 1s itnot a truth 2 Ts Ir, 8 
} think ye a meer phanſie, a noveltie, or a con:co-'? 
v-rtible thing? Is it not the plain will af God, ? 
__ thePratice/sf Picry,according: to. the wordof's 


- wt : — x 
h FI, bh bs "as = A DE __y 004 ns. P 
0 2; 5 ro Ws =”; . . 


4 —_ 
tw 7 FR F 


'34 -n +» SERMON IT. | FR 
God, and to your underſtanding, as to a preat'h, 
Part of it? and have ye not Conſciences within ]* 
{Fou, which re'you , that there are many things FA 
Telating to Godlineſs, that ye perform not, and |*; 
amech prophanity, contrary to ir, that ye continue py 
£3n 2? We befecch you then, for Chriſts ſake, and | 
For your Souls ſake, to quite the one, and {judy 
the other, That ye mey grow up in bim who is tht 
thead 7n allthings ;- And that ye may have theline, | © 
ments of his beagtiful Image drawn vively upon 
you 3 If ye will do otherways, having a witnes of 
i+his eruth within you, take heed that ye be not 
Ltound fighting againſt God: It's a ſad matcer to 
fee Men ard Womea that are ca'led Chriſtians, | 
iving.2s If they were not to be countable to God, 
Ethe thing we comrrend to you, is Godlineſs, and 
ve propoſe, and preſs it not in our own name, 
-Þut 1n-the Name of God, and of his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt; If ye make ic your ſtudie, it ſhall affur* 
-edly be well with you, ye ſhall reap the gain of 
> tz If nor, ye ſh:ll repent it ( as we uſe to ſpeak). 
at all the veins of your heart, at the day of Death, 
Þ andin the day of Judgement; and ye ſhall then. 
be made to think, and ſay, Godlineſs is great 
- gain, when ye ſhall fee rhe Godiycarried to Hea- 
>. Ven,: and your ſclves baniſhed from the preſence: 
cf God, to the pit, becauſe you negle&ed to 
- make Godlineſs your fvdy ; the Godlie ſha!lthen | 
þ.- be thought wiſe, though now they be locked on 
| - as fools, by the fools of the World ; Sowing to 
- the Spirit, ſhall have a rich and comfortable har. | 
£.-veſt, when ſowing-to the fcſh ſhill have a hungry 
|. harveſt, nothing being to be reaped of it but cor- 
: Fuption 3 we pray yeuthen yeragain, as ye love 
-. phe {;lyation of your inumvrtal Souls, as ye would, 
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[ruth, and- keep it in the imagination of the ® 
thoughts of your hearts for ever, that Godlineſs-.; 
| isgreet gain, andlet your praRice be correſpon- 
dent to 1:13 and the Lord himſelf, who can only : 
doit FAY perſwade you for | by 


SERMON me 
3 Timothy 6, Verſes: 6. '7« 8+ i 4 
But VR with contentment 35 great gain. &es,! 


"Ny the fore- going Words, (_ as we ſhe Y ; 

th: Apoſlile hath been delcrybing a ve $ 

dangerous fort of. Men, with whom: the 
= Church would be troubled ;- And the gre 
Root whence the evil of theſe Men ſprang, - 187) 
One at. verſe 5, Suppoſing (, faith hr ) 'gain to 4 
2 godlineſs, they levelled nor things in act: way® 
towards the promoting of Godlinefs, but of their. 
own Gain, that, and only thir, whrever "elſe; 
they prerended, predominently influenced 'alf 7 
their dcfigns- ard motions 3- In oppoſition ta! 
which, he layes down ſomewhar more ſound, © 
and ſolid, and alſo a more Chriſtian mean and ' 
heip for the atraining of fr, in the Words read F 
Gain ( asf he had (aid )'is mt Gadlinefs, 
god'iveſs is great gain; ard becauſe Gain by 
great bu!k in the'cycs of Mer, h+ pmis'in; 
werd ro corm-2d Gadlin-(t, aca north. [1 1prog 
it; —_- © ſatth he ) with contertment is 
L C4 
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-grrat;as, forwe brought nothing into this wir) ive 
© end jt zs certain we ſhall carry nothing out of itÞwn 
> For as covetous and greedy as men are of worldfwha 
Ay gain; a Tittle might ſerve them, we came intſand 
- "the world weep'ng, naked and deftiture of all wor 
things, ar:4- we ſhall ſo remove cur of it; Mennke 
+ Tha!l: carry neither Gold nor Money, nor Ap. 
E parcl, nor Houſes, ror Lands with them; nay, 

& vath - the Plalmiſt, Pſal. 49. v. 17. When mn 
& aye thiy ſhall carry nothing away, their glory ſhall 
©. not deſcezd aſter them; and therefore he concluds, 
| hating food and rayment, ltt us therewith be con« 
| Zent 5 If we have things neceſſary. let us not 

E trouble, nor cumber our ſclves 1n iecking after 
© More ; -and he prefies this dutie, by holding 

| furth the prejudice and milchief that attends the - 

Contrary evil, 1f men will necds be great, and 

ETeſolve, that they w1ll be rich by any means, all 

Ethe advantage that they have thereof , is, thar 

-rbey fall into tentation, and a ſnare, and into many 

| yooliſh 4rd burtful luſts; Thus true contentment 
Fhath great advantage waiting on it, and mijghti- 

_ Jy. furthers Godlineſs; and coverouſneſs hath 
E much prejudice and hurt with it, and leaves rot- 

a man till jr drive him into ſome ſnare,into ſome 

Fonc ſhameful, evil or other, and jn end into dt 

Paruftion and ptrdition; and he amplificth this, 

+ Foy the love of money, ( ſaith he ) is the rc! of. 

"all evi!; It a man be once catched by, and car- * 
[ricd away with love to Gain, there is hardly any . | 

Fempraricn that he will not comply with, if it 

crc evento embrace the proſleſt errors, O! hew. 

Tafacuating 1s this love of money ! how doth it 

{make mcn, not only bafely to proftitute. their. 

affcaions,, ard ations, but their yery Light and 

" > Judgement. 
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* Iwo, Tz7%. having little, and contentment may 3 
| ſtand and agree well together. 41, He preſſer 4 
. this dutte, 1.. From the excellefix advantage thar ; 


4% 
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"then, 2ly, He holds out the: great means whereb 


Apoſtle on the matter, ) having food and rays * 
ment, let us therewith be content, for we broughe* 
' thing into this world, and we ſhall carrie ng, 


this, that be way hold forth, and eflablih inthe 
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i" 1 Tiff; 6, Verſts 6. 7% F OT TY BE 
Judgement, to whatever may contribute tothe = 
ompaſling of the gain thereof.? We ſpoke ſome. * 


and would to God, that the reading of «theſe } 
words again and again might be bleſt, rowards.; 
he riviting of the Faith ofchis.great Truth, rhae 7? 
the gain of Sodlineſs 15 greater; infinitely greatep © 
then that of Gold and Gear. | i 

Thar-which we now would ſpeak alittleto js, % 
That which js put in, and-joyned with Godlzneſs,”? 
and thar is Contentment, which the Apoſile fir f#® 
propoſeth here as a duty ro be ſtudied, to wit, -: 
that a man ſhould be content with his Lot 3 and 4 


ie:js attained, and thar is, the praGiſe of Godlj. £ 
neſs, Theſe two go together hand in hand, Gods. 
lineſs and Contentment. 31y,-He removes an obs 
jection, which men'would rhink to be unan(were. 
able ; Is it potlible ( will rhey be readie to ſay. 2 
that a man can be content, that hath bur. Jictle, ? 
very little in the World ? yes he may, (faith the. * 


thing out : Therefore ( as if he had ſaid )'thefe 3 


it brings with it, 1t's grear gain, 2/y. From the - 
reat ipfluence it hath on. Godlineſs, it exceed, 
Iely furchers the ſame, which covetouſnels mjphe- * 
ty. mars, and obfirufts.  -31y. From the many 
prejudices that diſcomtenting covetouſne{s, and 
covetous diſcontentment brings. with it ; And all. 
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tice of the People of God, the bleſt, 


- beautiful conjahRion of theſe two, Godlineſs at 
- Contentment 3. which, as they cannot be ſeparate 
nor diſjoyned, ſorhe amiable conjunRion of they 
| would make a ſweetly-ſarisfylng, and (olecious lik 
tous, whatever our outward condition ſhoul 
© fallto be in the World, even a little Heaven upft, 
- on Earth. * 

” - The Dofrrine we draw from the Words, is thisf® 
That contentment with a preſent Lot, whatever iti, 
be," 55 20t only & neceſiery, but & vtry commendable: 
and profitable- dutie incumbent on Chriftians ; "ot 
han, :The Audit of God/ineſs would, in the praftictf; 
& of che People of God, carry along with i content* 
= aeur 5 Ehcſe two are put together by the Holy 
- Ghoſt ;. and the Apgltle here layeth it downy th 


 Pirft, by way of D5Qrine, Godlzneſs with com " 
= horration, having food' and rayment, let us therts : 


4 gentment Js great gan, And then by way of Exs# 
* with de content; And the ſame Exhortation is 
: Tepeared, Htb. 13, $- Ltt your converſetion R | 


” without couttoufneſs, end be-content with ſuch things 
45 Jt bave. Ft 
{ 


4 We ſhill, in the firft placea little explain the | 

”-DoFrine, by ſh:wing, 1, what Contentment is,. | 
F' And 24:y,By holding out the advantages of it; and |. 
then, in the further proſecation of it, touch np» þ 
| -onthe other DoF#rines, thatriſe from the follows 
i} ig Words. Firſt then, as for what Contentm.t' 
js, it is in general, of that large exten?,. as to 

| Teaxe the Pecion in quierneſs,:catmneſs, and .com- 

pore of mind, ſweerly, and fatisfyedly : eq 1l- 
 'eſe.vg in Gods diſpenſation, whatever ic ve, 
_ thinking whatzver he meers wirh to be bcft, 
- whether ic be more or leſs 10 outward thing-, 
ES. $0 WY >. Noe, 


'&. 1 Tim. 6. | Pirſes 6,9, © 930 4 
[5 anre particularly, we may conſider it, as cons + 
rates in theſe Foxr, 2. In a mans moderat, iſo-, 
theand bounded inclinations,defiresand defigns,, - > 
us gpefetence to. himſelf, as to allthe things of this. 3 
{ford 3 and ſo ir is oppoſed to all inordinat de... 7 
n v6 of a charige of his pats Lot, and' keeps. 
Þ" from ſeeking great things ſor bimſelf; for he. 
his ſt will be rich, is oppoſed to him that is cone.*/ 
Feit, 'as Covetouſneſs and Contentmen, are oppoſed, 
#0. 13. $. Comentment is a mans filent reyer- 
Eicing of Gods way with him, and reſirains him 
ſom 1mordinat, and prepoficrous preſſing ws 4 
'Jnore then he hath, or does acquire, in alawfuf:- 5 
oly 1999.3 ( for lawful labour, or honeſt labour jn@ * 
+ Slawful way, is not oppoſed to Contentment ) In. 
ox. dihe following of his lawful Calling» he is holily 2 
-x+ {9different, as to Gainz. for he doth jeas his du 7 
74 [!ie, and nor mainly to further his advantage op; * 
+ 110 3. and whether he ger a good bargain, or art - 
" 2 better or worſe, he 1s not much moved;«-;: 


pl 


| tor much up or down with either. 21y.-It con» -,* 


& | ts in mens ; TE: 
| pleaſant, qu'er and calm ſubmiſſion. * 
e | 9 divine diſpoſal, in purſuing any lawful mean, '* 
j Or way in providing for the ſupplie of wharahiey:” + 
{ | fland inneed of; and in this reſpeR,. it is op» - 
225 to Carking care, which the Apoſtle for» 7 


" bids, Phil: 4. When he ſays, be careful for ne» © 
thing 5; And our Lord, when he wills his DiG- 
| ciples, Matth, 6. 22. To take no thought for the | 
worrow ; It is foberly to follow rhe: duties of cur. © 
reſpeRive lawfv] Gallings, without being Cuttings. A 
ly., or carkingly careful, vexed, or anxious, 
what be the ſucceſs of them; for it's jm 7 
pcfſible bur ſach-care will pur, and keep in aſorx.. © 
| ®f fu and feayer, in a:;greatdifiewper of $p'riy;. 


% 


- 


mages” oben 


- OL IIS: - ws, ; S 
"4 © 4,94 & 
f; er et” - "346,37, Et 28 
? oy A r — LEY s _ 
799 x 


_— 


PR” ",_ 
—" - 
"X* 2 
GENE ® 4 


Sage 
” 5 a = "» - 
WT CO”, a > a 
w- - - —_— 


4 20- SERMON? IE - = 
- if ir were bit in” providing. for, or in makulne 
> ready of a dinner or Supper.  3/y, It conſiſts Wn 
- mens filenr acquiefcing, 'and revereurt adoring ys 
God, in what he carves out to.them, aRually tory. 
the preſent ;- whether jt be liztle or much, molegnp 
+ - or leſs, they are content; baving food and raj 
> ment, ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) ler us be therewzth com gito 
\ tent: And Heb. 13. 5. Be content with ſuch thing 
as Je bave: with alittle and il] readied Dianer, BK 
& as well, as when ye have -a Feaſt, as to the 1g 
2 ward frame of the mind ; with contempt and un. Jt 
- juſf reproach, as with repur and eſteem ; though: 
Chriſtians are not to be fenſleſs, when they meet Joe 
E with reproach, yet they ſhould filently ſubmit to, 
”. and reverence God init; TI have learntd in tur) 
- ſtate whertin 1 am ( faith the Apoſtle ) toerewith } 
to be content ; when I meer with diſgrace,it marrs 
| - fibr my conrentmentz and when I -meert with res | 
=  Tpe&zic diſcompoſes me not; .as I am no: lift up 
 *with the one; ſo not caft down-with the other 
& Contentment teacheth to walk evenly under every 
© diſpenſation.  4ly, Ir confiſts 10 a calto. feren 
=. tranquillity of mind, that noronly frets not at Gods 
- "difpenſations, bur gives a poſitive aſſcntto chem, 
as being well fatisfied with them-3 O ! the {weetly 
ſerene frame of Soul, that makes a Chriſtian ac- 
| cording to his meaſure,to ſay wnh- the Apoſlile, 
t- - Phil. 4. I baveltearned in whitſotver ſtate IT am, 
#  thrrewith to-be content ; 1 bnow both how to he 4- 
baſed, and how to abound, every where, and in 
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ikinthbonnding of them ; And ic was this which"put* ©: 
ſisWym in caſe to ſay, 2 Cor. 6. That be walked | > 
ne Offipscb God, and behearhd. faithfully in bis Miniſtry, - 
y tory honour, and difhonoar, by twil report, and good 
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noleyport; as & decerver, yet trut; as unknown , Jtt 


We 
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rafwill known; as dying, and behold alzvtz as chaſt= * 
cox Jutd and not killed; as poor, yet making many richz 
ines having nothing, and ytt poſſeſſing all things; 
ner, We had an equal compoſed mind, having as much -! 
in-Kntentment, whether he had leſs or more of the - 
un« {ings of the World, as if he had enjoyed, and 7 
igh been Proprietor, or Maſter of them all ( iftherec 
beany ſeeming, or realcoincidency betwixt ſome - '? 
to, Fof theſe four, _m they will be found to be ſorhe 
ery {way diverſified at leaſt) Secondly, As for the © 
ith {Advantages of ſuch a frame of Soul; Ttake it fore= © 
rrs { granted, thatwhoever ſhall, through Grace, 'etly, _- 
Go prdge in the purſuit of ir, will be cafily 'prevall*? 
kd with, toſer their Seal to this Truth, that. 6On« 


-, Jtentmentis, as a neceſfary, ſo a moft profitable 49 
ry. $*nd advantagious dutie ſure, if to be ſat1Nea+y 
n {with little, as well as with' much,  with*leſs'as: 
is [well as with more be-an adyantape, this is ; -mally= 
1, | have uſed ſeveral means to corlie*at epntentmenty -* 
and yer have eot attained-it ; Solomon © relis' Us, 2 
'Eccleſ, 2. Thar he had takena tryal of al«htags - 3 
under the Sun, that he might find it, bur could 3 
J'not ; the Eye ( Gith he ) is not ſatisfitd with 
"ſreing, nor the ear with beering | fine Buildings, 7 


Gardens, Orchards, multirndes of Seryante;vaMs. 2 
 |--ety 05 Muſical Inſtruments, heaps 'of-Silyer/atla”-3 
Gcld caritiot yecld it 3 but Contentment'Is foutidl” 1 
ment ſpringing from this Fountain,” appears hw; 
Inreſpet of the evil it keeps:off men 1 WHORES 
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.theevil of Sin, O | what potſion, bitte 


_ Hing, ſtcaling, Swearing, e#c. doth-ir preveiſ 
- - and p off 7 ortheevil ottrouble ; what flud* 


* tings, what tormemings, toſſings, and agitalf 
& ons of thoughts, what-hangings in ſuſpence, 
-* meteors in the Air, what vexation and angulf* 
+» "doth it keep off ? What difquicting, and exc 
&*” ciating, coverings of, - and longings for tif 
> and that, and the other thing, in the World de 
A prevent ? menyſey ( faith the Pſalmiſt ) whit 
- Ill ſhew us any good ? bur faith he for hin(dff*< 
and the reſt of the Godly, as the only truly cot 
 .tentcd company in all the World, Lord lift thai © 
»p the light of thy countrnante upon ws 3 thou bal” 
put gladne(s in my heart, more then in the time that 
| bbeir corn and wine ehondd ;, O! the vaſt diffey® 
| rence that there js betwixt thoſe many, and theleff 
| ew Sew ; what un-ſati:fred defires haye the many for 
| any good, and what farisfying, and chearingſ 
contentment have the ſew in the chicf good? af 
 Contented mind is ſtayed and fixed, pleaſanr atid ÞF 
& cheerful, in nothing careful. 2/y. The advatt- 
+ tageof it may be ſeen, in reſpe& of the abound-* 
ant inward peace it hath with it, ſuch a peace that | 
keeps and guards, yea, in-a_manner garriſons the'F 
| Heart and mind, that no outward thivg can much 
difturbir, changes, and more croſs, .or more | 
ſmiling evenrs, do not much brangle it, ſuch 2} 
man 7s not afraid of evil tidings, bis htart is fit" \ 
od, truſting in the Lord. 3ly, The advantage of 
+  Ttappears nor only by it's calming, compoſing, 
” andquieting of mens Spirits, under all the dif- 
& penſarions of God, bur alſo, by irs making them 
* «Maſters of what they have, be ir little or much, 
= - and ofthemſelyes in the ſuitable free uſe m__ 's 
" _ 


» WERE + > 
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"JF" © x Tim. 6. Porte 6,7. 8.” 'u$© 
$2hat they are not brought winder the power of ztg © 
ithout which, a man 15 not mwafter' of whathe -? 
ah, though never ſo much, ft rather maſters © 7 
ical 3 Th3S is all that & man hath of bis labour an-, 
& the Sun, toreoyce in his portion; and it's one - 
uwfthele many evils, that Solomon ſteth under the ** 
col 3 that 2 man to whom God bath given riches . | 
lt b and bonoar, ſo that be wants nothing for bis ® 
We of all that be defereth, yet God giveth bim not ; 
) whore! to eat thereof, he hath nor contentment 54._ 1 
mfſeſudie more this divine art of contentment. wkh 1 
/ confpur Lor, ſince all mens projets and pins are 
7 tha O1der to contentment, which they will never :? 
| befpie by, but in Gods way. .% 
that 2475, Obſerve, ( Which is a notable, and non. 7 
Lich help ro this ) Thet there 3s wo contentment + 
heleſthout Godlineſs ; or thus, There #5 no ſuch ſolid, 
Y fort 4114 compendions may to. attain. contentment, as, © > 
ring bj 9 ſeroufly exerciſed to. godtineſs 5 Therefore is 
2 af ſaid here, That godlineſs with contentment is 
atld J#4et gain; And'it we lodk through the Scrip- 
at. ies, we wall alwayes find, - that 1t 1s the Godly . 
3d. jen that-is the contented man. It was Godly 
ae Jfaut, who learned this great Lefſon,. that was. 
he'Fughe this divine Art, Phil. 4. and 2 Cor. 6: 
& Where we fee how he arived at this hight of con- 
enement, Giving ( ſaith he ) 20 offence in any. © 
filing. but in all things approving. our ſeluts as the. © 
- (Miniſters of Chrifl, in much patiente, &c. and then * 
' [Oows his contentment, having - nothing , Jt © 
Ifefing al things ; and the reaſon is clear, 'bes 
- [@uſe a mans contentment not conſiſting in the 2 
Wogs which.he poſleſſeth, bur in the right frame _ 
Or his mind; There is nothing that can pur and. * 
{cp him in ſuch a frame bat Godlipeſs: Bur for - } 
” = R further-. 
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_ "SrxMonmt, 7 
> turtcher clearing, and confirming this, ye wo 0! 
+. Conſider, that Godlineſs hath influence on cap oÞ 
© rentment theſe, atid ſuch orher ways, -Firſt,yno' 
bounds a mans defires, and deſigns, by difconp t© 
-, Fivg tohim the vanity, emprineſs, and unſaijſt © 
© .fadGorineſs of all Creature-comforts, and ſo ſober 
the mans Spirit in the purſujr of them, ſayingyihe 
"him; as the Lord did to Barycb by Feremiab, chij | 
45, Seeks thos great things for thy ſelf, ſeek thipy - 
| - " Bot; and the word that follows the Text 1s, ban t 
*- Ing food and rayment, let us be therewith contentſbe| 
Tt doth ( Ifſay)) ſo bound: his defires and da < 
 figns, that though he have' not ſo many thou 3 
ands,_ nor ſuch and ſuch fine things in the work 
he is notwithiſtanding content; 21y, Ir modergſ | 
'a mans affeRions in ufiog the things ofthe worliſ 
: aS by the former way, it keeps him from beitght 
anxious 'and carkingly careful, m ſecking and 
purſuing afcer them 3 So by this wayy it make 
him quiet and ſatisfied in the gſe, and enjoymendÞM 
of themz whereas, where contentmert win atbyſ 
Godlineſs 15 wanting, the man is both vexed-and 
vn in- ſecking, and without ſatisfactionyJſ 
m enjoying, becauſe he. feeks, and expetts more 
from theſe things then he finds 3 but the Godly 
man-( as it is 1 Cor, 7. v. 29, 3o. ) weps, 
thtugh be wp not, rejoyces, as-though he rejoyeaaP 
t, buyts, &s though he poſſeſſed not, and uſeth this [ 
world, as not abufing it; Godlineſs 1s that [zving 
- water ſpoken of by oariLord, Fohn:4. 13. which, | 
+. - when 4 nan drinbeth, be doth not thirft again'y It 
uencherh theſe diſquiering droughtie defires after 
the things of the World, which all men narurab 
Ite have, inſo far as it is in exerciſe, 3!ly. Ith 
takes the mans affe&ons off theſe things, and ſets 
4 [4 «Þ 
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worn on an other. more noble, excellent and dur-"..: 
n ca obje&, which can-only fatisfie 3 there he-: - 7 
irf,$no true contentment, nor ſolid Sout-farlsfac= * } 
ifco@ to be had, but in:God, and in looking a- ? 
1n(a$t ro him 3 Godlineſs rakes from the empty and -= 
ſoben Ciſterns that can hold no water, and leads © * 
ingiſhhe fountain of living waters z and making the - 
,Chi@ ſuirably to conſider, thar the Lord hath a 

6 thifly Soveraign hand in every thing, it teacheth 

» ban to be quier and content 3 to-pray, to pratle, 
1:entibelieve, ro reſt on God, and to truſt 1n him 

4 df out-gates from difficulties of whatſoever na- 
hoe; and now and then he hath ſome ſweet ma» 
orliſeſtations of God to his Soul, which mightily, 
ergfd marvelovſly wear out the 1mpreſſions,. thar 

ori want of rheſe oyrward things make on mens 
xeiifirits ; Lord (-ſayes David, in the name of the 
 anodly , Pſal. 4+ ) life thou up the light of thy 
akeintexance upon us, for thou baſt. put move gladntſs 
neneſimy hexrt, then whea their corn and their wire 

c byBid- abound; But it 15 impoſſible that rhe mind: 

andian be quiet and-content, if ſome ſatisfying ob- 
tone, be not effeRually propeſed unto-ir, which 
otefſipdlinefs only doth 5 Heaven it ſelf, ( if jt were. 
diyTſſible, that a man could be there without it}. 

er Fould not content without Godlineſs; for in that : 

cd aſe the mans mind would not at all be fuited to 

ir [heptace, 41y, Godlineſs gives a man acceſs. $: ** 
nPlthe promiſes, the exceeding great and precis +; 
h, [0s promiſes, 'though he be- empry-handed for. +4 
I; [the time; and ſo makes him contenc 3 Godlineſs + 
er. "wh the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 4. 7.) 7s profitable * 
i& | jr all things , having the promiſes of the life that _ 1 
It $a0w 35,004 of that which is to come; Suppoſe a - 3 


sFgodly man to beditficulted how to get his Dinner - * 
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ia&* Wipe SER ron Þ 
* Of. , how to-get his Familie provided | 
"and Patied, whos” the Children are putÞ 
--» weep it may be for Bread beginning ro want” 
# ' hath that (weet word of Promiſe to fiay his min; 
- Heb, 13. 5. Hebath ſaid, 1will never leave thi 
= -A0r ſorſake thee, ( where there are five negarin® 
the original, for hightning the aſſurance ) au 
then follows, we may boldly ſay, the Lord 3s Wir 
belper, 1 will not fear what manſhall do unto me 
Godlineis looks ro what God hath ſaid, and nou; 
but the Godly Man can ſay, thar God hath ſal 
 fetohim; and co him the promile is as fignifif 
cant, and ſatisfying in ſome reſpe&, as if he tw” 
tke thing in his hand, ifnot mores He can boli}; 
ly ſay,the Lord 3s my belper;and the Lord is my fg 
= I ſhall-uot want; and ſo quiet and contre 
himſelf; and there being no cafe nor condition 
| the Godly man can ve in, but there is a Promileff 
| for it, and Godlineſs giving acceſs and right w, 
--- the Promiſe, and the” exerciſe of Godlineſs give 
: Ingrthe Promiſe ( as it were ) a new and fret 
”- Luſtre, he refis ſatisfied in the Promiſe ;- avi 
having, or wantIng doth not difturb his peace 
and contentment 3; He knowes, that if it be needef® 
 Ffal, this painor ſickneſs, this or the other Crolbh, 
' will be removed, this or the other want will be 
ſupplied 3 and if it continue, that ir will be for 
his beft, according to that vaſily comprehenſive 
word, Rom. 8.. v. 28. All things pap hy 
for good to them that love God, and are the called |, 
according to bis purpoſe 5 And what needs more * 
The Godly Mat may boldy rake hold of che Pros jj 
| miſe, but none other can do fo warrantablie ; fc | 
 . though Godlineſs be not the meritorious cauſe obÞ 
| © Gods either making, or of his making our of the 


. Ih 
BY” 
bs - 
: 5 SS ot 4 
- ha a 3-6 3 Fac F 
NN Et, 0 » 5 £> OY Is Be i k ; 4 
a 8 PAY: - Y--- 5 a Bk 
- Pa Y 


gowiſe , yer he hath knic. theſe two togerher,... 
$d hath given the Godly Man a right tothe Pro-!" * 
"iſe, which none other hath: And therefore, if'* ; 
$love and would be at contentment, love Godlt-+ 
5, and ſeriouſly exerciſe your ſelves to Its $lyp, 2 
..: Wglineſs hath powerful influence on the morth- "2 
ation of a mans lufts, and of a fretting mal- _ 
- atented humour, amongſt the reſt” + whence, 
FL.-pray ) arifeth the want of concentment of . 5 
"Fad ? but from ſome unmortified luſt within, as ® 
W's tell; us, when he ſayes, Chap. 4. whence - 
me wars and fightings among you? are- they not- 
8 Jour luſts that war in your members? but where -* 
Sodliveſs is in cxecrcile, it checks, keeps down, 
{i ſubdues theſe, jt bears down Pride, and binds*: 
is Paſſion; when corruption is ready to riſes 2 
..- Mtting, impatience, and diſcontent ro break our, 
\if8incls will make a man fay with Elz. It isthe 
he 843 And this makes him, as being thus ſiſted?” | 
gh tore God,that he dare nor give way to his cor=. ,, + 
frep#97i0n: The great thing that diſquiets being 
an$43e5 ſomewhat that is firiful ; Godlineſs pre- 
ance. ts, or reſtrains and mortifies that which leads * -7 
-edAdiſcomeritment, andkeeps the mind calme. NM 
rofh f the matter be fo then, let me exhort you, 
1 befthe firſt, place, to ſtudy Godlineſs, 1f ever ye - 
fork Idhave a contented life here, and a fully ſarzt- 
five (9s abd joyful life hereafter; without which ye 
they (8d neverlook after,nor expedt true contentment» + 
144 (34. Toi lalpect your ſelves that are _— I 
- 21M there: is a faillure or decay, as to it's lively *- 


* » 


h —{Merciſe, when your life begins to grow anxious, 
{{Stful; and ditcontented; the Lord ſays to Ba- 
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*. fJaintedin 1.fighing, and” 1 find no reſt, thou th; 
F ſeeking great things for thy ſelf, ſeeh them nat J 
| '+Hold thee contenr, if thou get thy life for a prey 
- our bitterneſs, frerting and diſcouragement com@, 
- from ſome unmortified, or little mortified Luſt 
-* whereas Godlineſs more efteRually ſubduing Luſt 
* hath a holy calmneſs, compoſure, and ſtayedneſ; 
of Spirit with it 3 and when ever the Godly gromſs, 
E Tremils in the exerciſe of Godlineſs, they then 
grow very il to pleaſe, to be much out ofhumout. 
( to ſpeak ſo ) and to be fretffil, and diſcontent 
almoſt atevery trifle, | - 
In the Thrid Place, from the Apoſtes meeting 
with this Obje&ion, What ? is ir poſſible , rhaf 
contentment, anda little of the World can cow: 
Aift together? yes, fayes he, very well, 1f WIE, 
bave food and rayment, let us therewith be contentiF, 
fromchis ( I ſay ) Obſerve, .That a man may hat 
Content ment with little in the world, and where of 
; _ poor mean outward condition in the world is,zrneess 
" not mar contentment:What a poor condition in the 
world was Paxl, 2 C0r.6. and yet in what a cole 
- - tented;condition was he ? and how ſweetly cotFFf 
tented profeſſeth he himſelf ro- be, Philip. &F 
When he is hungry, in want, and abaſed, as wellF 
as when he is full, and abounds? and how ſatis F 
fiedlie doth he proclaim; v. 18. I bave ah, andÞÞ 
abound, 1 an full; Why,what's:the matter ? hePÞ 
had received a little Supply: from the Charitie of 
the. Philippians, Having ( ſayeth he ) received] 
of, Epaphroditus, the things that were ſent from yo; 
O 7 So very munch as he makes of little, when WF 
this bleſſed frame.!. and accordingly he exhort] 


the Chriſtian » Hebrews, Chap, "13+ ( intimaringÞ 
- thereby the compatibility. of them ) an n 
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bo I contents,' nor little Fi that body | : 
ene]. the houtth ſet. up67g 7and. exgtciſed unto... 

line(s 3 As Fhuiſt tells; us, Lake: 12.,.1 5.14.5 7 
ring «life, [5 $530k, 38 the aboandavs oftordinge. 2 
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tenments' 2/7., Becauſe the Godly. mans-» 7 
ent {Penement, confiſts | not. 1o.;mwch.in what hey ? 
"Sh in hand, as in what;he hath Y \ the Promile,.., © 
ore 05 right to the Promile,and to | 
:oo@ he hath, and-in the right ap 
1th k; A Godly man may. be as. 
karful C co ſpeak (o-). infu q p 
| Me: and in eating 'his piece; ' Eroun- -bread,; 
. £28 a dripkot water after; When, withour, 
wel other cloathing, then of  Btnae ty ayd-! 
ah (8t6-1kins,. and when, without any other houſe: 
end {86 his head, then the Cannopy-of.the.; Firmar «; 
* heftOf Heaven ; be aSguier, and in, [as}irrle fear.!, 
: of fdxiety, -as he that is ſerved at his Table, with: 
zoed [ of delicat- Piſhes, that hath variableſuirs-- - 
Joh welfily Ap arcl, - and dwells ina Rrvog: Caliget 
* 10 wall guarded: Palace x YEay» and... pb 
j , th þ beoaule, he hath! the " lghy; uſe of: 'W 
ting echo a:right tothe. from nh God 5/0 
combs hope. of you 896668 ::6f Ya, 
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; And therefore, as the «ſe of this Point, 1} 
- miſtake nor Contentment, as if notie conld haye 
» It, except ſuch as have aboundance of the thing 
© ofthis World, there may be much of it, where 
& there is bur very little of the World, 'Food 'andf 
* on Logias rhough but yery courſe, will content aff 
+ godly man ; and his content is. not marred by af 
= great want of theſe things thar rhe men of theſſ 
t world place their happincſs in, 2/y. Think le(i 
of theWorld,and all things in it,contidering, thatif 
E when the menof the 'World have/with much diff 
+. ficulry and roil,climbed,up to thehigheft Pinzclef 
-— of theirProſpects andDefigns, they ſtand there, burſt 
- ina very ſlippery place, not fully ' ſarisficd, but 
& rather filled with Inquictude , with tormentingſ# 
- fears,and carking cares ; Like unto that S7czliarf 
© TyrrantD/onyſizs,who being tlatrercd by a'baleSyÞF# 
=, cophant Democles, becauſe of his Riches and Glo tf 
* ry, invited him to a Sumptuous Feaſt , where 
he was habired, ' and ſerved as a King, and cauſe 
a Baked Sword be hung over him, by an horſes 3 
hair, when he ſat ar Table, with the ſharp point 

of it juft above his head, ſo that the wretch could? 

not for fear catany of the Dainties rhat were beF 
fore him, thereby repreſenting to him, as by oF 
vive Emblem, the vanity and vexation cf his own, 
ſomuch applauded and 'magmiied tare and ſplenf8 
dovr : Give not way ro anxiety,and carking carey 
abour® rheſe things, neither ſuſpend your Conf 
ecntmer.e vill you get this, and-thar, and the othaFE 
* thing inthe World, bur knit your Contentmenps 
* to Gedline(s, yoke your ſelves preſently in theft 
 excrciſe of it, without delaying, ſo much as ag 
| hour 3 God hath nor hung the Believers Contenvpin 
\ . ment and SatiefaQionon carthly chings, bur hallgau 
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» him. a arch onbary.. wo bulld ns 
od(fays the Pſalniſt, Pſal. 48) 5s ow ws of | | 
7 Frength, « very preſent belp in trouble 5, therefore® \ 
abs x0? Tear, thokgh! the earth be 1emoved, and _ 
yntajns br ' Left into the midſt of the Self « J 
a7 rulY, the ſivtams whereof make gled the © - > 
f G04, * It's valy rhe'praRtice of Godlineſs, . -q 
ing God, waittig on him, ſeeking” 2 
Ws Gods with him'in hi» Ordinances, &c. © 
W yeilds Conrentmentz and whar elſe, I pray, 
Jie for can be a mans Contentment 1n that day, 
mn the Heavens above ſhall melr,and the Earth, 
Þ' works therein, ſhall - be all in a flame, 
4 about him, ,atd when Gold and Silver ſhaf+ | 4 
wrned into drots? ? -Or what Contentment will, - ©; 
an ſuch things poſſibly bring to the poor man, 
grim death ſhall ſiernly look him in the 
PI was thought unreaſonable, even among 
> Heathen, th.t cheir Conrentment ſbould be 


+ 4 in theſe poor, low and'cmpry outward 
Ws, how tmuch more ſhould: it be thought ſo” 


Mop Chriſtians? 
Fl i! 0 che Foxrth place. as a oreat motive to 


- beſtentment ) Obſerve, That Contentment is very .* 
X P &5 for all that would ſucceed, and make pra=  * 
way in Godlineſs, and diſcontentment werie prejus 
al, and obſtruttrue thereunto 3 Therefore the'” - ; 
7e 'G oft, jJoyris theſe two together here, roi 
-on-K wy thit che ofic'of them kelp+, and furthersthe > 
hier, and that idefett in any one ofthem, is » 
FltuR: -c ro the other; he hath; not. irue Cone þ © 5 
[ſ-cc,- neither 6an he have, that is nor exeres+ 
| to Godlinefs; and he that hath nor Con. + 
jent, cannot promove in Godlineſs 3 The lowy / 
jr is hy r00t of. all evil, the lover whereof _ 
OD 2 cats | 
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| cannot make progreſs in Pigty 3, hut ConteHt 
| Ppromoves Godlineſs,and keeps ffom maby ft 


bYt zl 
rl 
# Therefore the Apoſtle exhorts, . Heb. 13.. Let youth! 
|. Conuerſation be without couetonſnels, Nd bi 46) /#| | 
| With ſuch things 45 ye have; He. off rs, ay os 
| ſcribes Contentmeng, as a mean of, yiet y, 018 * 
þ Coyectouſheſs z So that Contentment Is. Q Yale 
+ Dutie, buta mean to help in other Dutjes ; wille: 
F or cat a mangthink. ye,prayto any, purpoſe, thitkfr 
15 diſcontent 2? It's impoſſible z it mars is liberty ©! 
| and boldneſ ; . neſther: cap the GHonen d_ mat lc 
+ heartily Praiſe, for praiſc;flowes from 2 FE: "nr V 
{ mind, and that the diſconcented tan, watirs hi 
cahnor read, hear, nor meditar to. purpoſe, f 
E his mind is confuſed; Diſcontentment being hh: 
” weaknjng of the mind, indiſpoſeth for the exetÞ,az 
ciſe of Godlinefs, and ſo difteadieth and diſcoft; a1 
{ poſeth the mans. Spirit,. thar ig hath: n6 ſtrenptllſiy 
F. nor ſuitable inclination. tg qpries of Godly 
>. HCiSe Coma ted” ” | 
And thereforez-as the, #ſe. of this ib 4 word a 
1. Beexhorted, as ye love, and 'would promo, » 
In Godlineſs, ro ſtudy Contentmentan all. thing; 
zd-earry about with you a calm and quiet mindÞſye4 
Look upon, and admir. of theie two, as, motivehre: 
} and helps one toanother ; that ye may-be note © 
# . Godly, ſlndy more Contentment ;z and that Ye: o 
be more comented, be, more, exerciſed tot; 
- . .Godlinefs ; ler them go hand ip hand tegethery 
and indeed neither of them will go alone, buic thy, 
| muſt necds go together; And-O? fo coivelf. Uh, 
they are in going? Many evils wait on diſconcetiſig-q2 
ft makes men muck uſeleſs, both ro chemleivdghn; 
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> - and ethers. 2ly. Be exhorted,as to be aware x 


&  diſcontencment in your ſelves, ſo to take hee 
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Fr Tim. 6. Peſue6,ht nat 
il hat ye do- not figfully ie ent others» "on | 
make them heavie; ye may, by ſo doing, ob» 3 
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gs greater ſnare, and morc prejudicial in theſe # 
times diſcontent and fretting 3 and it con» 3? 
$ times, _ 25 CON * 
T-- -gmuch to, walk fo, as 1t may not be 3 
Mes £1] fa chefiſhed We exhort you then, } 
earneſtly to' fludy >Intentment, and do crave ir 3 
p Cfrom,yoy, as ye love.and defire to promove your þ 
erfown gb6d, -and theigood' of others; and.thar ye 
i Jcarn a dexterous way of making the heſt uſe of | 
Pho 10 ety WHp'$ if this Befirable thing Contentmene, | 
- 4; - = att ained, ftudy the way to.come, at it, Þ 
ny aſtudy to be in caſeto he-ſpeak your ſelves thus, | 
8*hak God; joyued, Contcntment with Godlineſs," 
Land, ſhall I not cxerciſe' my ſelf to Godlineſs, 1 
vand parcicylarly, to bedenyed, pm rrified, as} 
{Lon%im- 19, all thizes of the- World, at Fy may. - 
Ficeap «the great gajri of, Godlineſs, = art culars* 
bly in. th Agide A. be ons ? and if fretting, 
"and diſcontent prevail over me, it *will grearly 
Fi obitrud my progreſs in Gollfineſs, and leave me 
Fin gecarer jndifpoſition,. in the end of Dutiesg” 
3» R Ithen 4#hen- ane frag ch ſhail I Io or: then fudic Con, 
Th | incmens ith wy. Tit be all I: 
Sginor-mors then ov mp © ayd prize the cotinexi- 
Je | ym— me, 34 GoMliticſ? —_ _ 
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:Neving e"form of godlineſe, but deming the 9 
thereof. 


Concern, and Conſequence tro- Mq 
and Women, then to. know diſtin \ 
ly, ro be well acquainted with,-aſp 
ro bethfoughty ferrous inthe prot 
6 of Godlineſs For godlroeſs is great gain; bids 
FE: the promiſe of the life .that oP; Fs, and of th 
whbich 35.10 cOMe; And yer, alas { - Thee 1s 
= Wa rhing whe cn rhe greateſt ' part of chem at 
$ 44. more. iſerably miſtaken 3 Some, and rheſe noy- 
: we Jojvery grofly mittake ir, thar chey-urterf} 
9th rv; Yo deſpiſe ir, ſeeing no exceilencſy- 
—_ worth in it, . why they ſhould eicher pe |. 
oy oi os, It 3 whereby ir cones to ipalley 
+ That they, are ſo far from making --avy near ang” 
ſe approaches to the practice "and power there 
$- BE: that they do not fo, mach as care thr che formy. 
Bot + of irs. There, are a. yreat many 'orhers 4/ whog 
4 tho they, pretend, and a -profe(ſioh «i 
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Which makes than ro halve and NS vitiertiefe, _ F 
to fir down with the form, whilſt they deny the 3 
power ioff it;. : Amongſt many -evils of wn | 
'F Fimes, which the” Apoſtle would have Chriftans: 
[forwirned off armed and gvirded agoinff, this? 
"IF one; and a very conſiderable one, that mii y 
_ ſhall be found'ro halve, perſenar, and"coune:rfirf 
d.'] Godlineſs, :oroke up the form, arid} pronicoly ] 
{ to deny rhe power thereof ;- Nay, iris his gre 
@ & ſcope here, to ſhewrhar Godlinefs may, an wilt: 
*Þ be thus wofully miſtaken; and ro guard Belieners? 
' day agatnft all fuch miſtakes of it; 4 
'Þ Hepropoſerhthis matter, by way of propheſyondl 
Predi816n, thar fn the laſt &ays:periilous times} 4 
men” comin havating the reby,that rhe: nearer thoſe-fa 
"M$ days draw to arr ent,” theſe words will have thei 
tinÞ more full, dire, and clear ' accomphſhment'3 
a} for Paul and Timothy: -chemſclyes fived in the laſt 
ay. days, and yer notwithſtanding; this-is a Prophe 
fie of evils that were then to come : Bur 
$ readilyDemand, what are theſe perijlous tim 
= or what 15 it that makes them perillous ? ' I An 
- fwer;iris not outward trouble; and perfe curion'f « 
much, that makes them ſo, h tharwill ms 
tcp. be wantiogzzs it 15 the great abounding of iniquy 
q- tie- amongft profeſd Chriſtians 3 The fountain & f 
+ all-theſe evils and abominations, mentioned hy re 
> by the Apoſtle, .to come to paſs iy the laſt th 
s 15 diſcovered, men. ſhall br lows of thidy 8 
FT felves; and then,-as'fo many foul fireams, ta 
F. flow from this Ho and vnclean. four AD 
;" They ſhell be: covttons, boaflers,'iproud, bleſpbemo . 
F diſobedient to parents; 'wnthas: i) anboly; witt ph 
1. C' 2hthral- aftettion, trace-breakfts, _ 
© ops Jerry ſo of thin that Lt 
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IT OT ONE ON. » 
i. 8Y43tor 8, heady," bigh-minded , 41 virs of pleaſul 
| - more then lovers, of Goa. And, yet. this is ver 
- ſtrange, and. even ſtupendious, and makes; 


th 


- 


* . - perril che. greater, that men thall endeavour fre 
> .- yaſl and.cover,, to.palliat, and plaifter.over, and a 


-:;--tohoneſt, as it were, all theſe deteſtable. evil 

>. agd abominable, villanies, with a form of Godifinit 
-.-. nefs, when, in the mean time, they. palpably {7 
| .- thus deny: the power. thereof. There is a word 5< 
|; of warning fubjoyned, from ſuch turn qway, fro bu 
.... fuch as under the maſk and viſard of Godlinel ji 
| follow thejr own particular and ſelfiſh deſign} * 
| j.-and-under the. ſpecious pretext of love to God, 
F\. and his People, are in. effect, ' only lovers: ofj.l 
.- their own ſelves. lh 
{ Ifany ſhall Aſk, as ſome very readily will, howſ«* 
F - £30 fuch groſs. evils poſſibly confiſt with a form offi: | 
| + Godlinefs3- T Anſwer t.: That a form of Godli:! 
.»:| Neſs 15 taken here in a xeary large ſenſe, . raking InÞ"> 
£4 ellthat pretends any thetleaſty, and: mofi remoteÞ!: 
=,” rTegard,'on relation to Chriſt, with-which ail; orÞ/ 
;-- moſt of thele evils may ſame way. conſiſt, 2/y,Þ5i 
| © Thetceviig are not practiſed, but upder the-pre- Þ0! 
|: textof-.ſome, good, cr 11. order ta the furthering Þ 
| of ſome xeally,orfeeming/ good, --and' houekt tle. [: 
o ligns:4/54 iT baugh thatd evils be grofs, 'and abo. [| 
tan eadinablerm ule, ſrghrof Gady yer :they-are fuck as |: 
;* may cbnfiſtwuha form: of Godlineſs, in che fight F< 
of moſt men 32 ſuch perſons may have a form of F' 
3 Gaodlines in that 'reſpeRg and; yer be lovers of 
+:-themſelves, proud, boaſters, heady, high-mind- }- 
F.:<d, &ci lt a5itherefore not foigreat' a worder, 
24 thirthe Apoſtle ſauppoſerh tuch we Iy>lacen)iand | 
-+ Jurking: vafder a formrandsfhew of 'Grdiinefes fo 
has they makethe pics" eniiloury! andumake it | | 
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eaſy amewhat, "ie 4 "> * 
Ve! | thetp, Lg. 8 "YO | 
Bb . Several, things mi ightt be perrinetitly « {erm 
from th Hg wore pri jext, at mae, Ys. 1s. That the 'rets 
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geſipns, andyr raftiſc *5'com 
'an prefer "of Goc Iinelg 
mes + under he” cloak 'of 


fro % = Saban” will my hrily befiir himſelf 
ine jen I Says £9. bring this great perril on rh 
ren © harc f Go ww v3 Ts 

Godks roſs evils 


2300) Tha there may 2. great many 
'S: 0 "tack Joo RN _ P{ekexy, of Religion, anc 


ſ of 
hows a = = \ ol Ly a ihe heath 


n off; vets, , Incſs, .coy {1 wineſs, & tc, larert 
dl:þ,- vader SY ay Go 1923 
 inþ">1, : Bu nog, id ang intheſe, we come cloſs. ts 
ore: Wig words; of ur, Text, wherein, Firft, we have 
orÞoil ſomexking 9 conceded, or granted, as to theſE 
I, $i Pig Thax-:ubez, hgvt. « forme: of Godlindſs 
c« ſo'$FB3x ths Yohugeyhgqycriide, or excerval part, t - 
1 þd the; :thape z; lken2(s,;, oc fimilirude_ of Godlinelsy 
e. [+ the:gxjernalproiſion, and outward form of ity 
» [1 They; mayiread: the. Scripture, hear the Word 
s preached, pray, confer | on a ſpiritual SubieQy 
tf GO Though, they. be alogether void of the 
f hi. oh of Religion, and of the power, of Godlz 
$1 nefsg: they ray have tis form and appearance of 
Þ: -ir » ſo;neching that looks like 1t, and hath ſome 
q .; refceiiblapce of it 3 45 edioge. and paint looks 
Ke native beauts; zy a1 G. g 1} Ke TUc- Gold | 
{o. halved, fallc, 2 eng hy pd 1:ical Relip*0P, May! 
wok ſomewhat, 1, 2, tO Ka which is _ tru { 
? $/Iog 1 HAD D '5 " real 
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2 5 and fiffcere.” Nt ON ſomewhat dF 
{” nyecd concerning them, .and that js the power 
> Godlineſs; which they are deſtitute of, But, n 
” ning the power thereoſ; As the Apofile ſpe2ki q* 
** that fort of met, Tit: . I. 16. The profeſs that1 k 
-- bnow God, but in works'thiy'drny bi 5" tn walls? 
F481 they devly Haſs 
e ſhew, and counter) 


PF” they confeſs Rita, bur in'Þ 
4 a 
> of Religion, ſomerhing looking ljke It, but'are 


- 


_ 


they ( as 1 ſaid”) have 


- tcrly withourthe power of it}” fo thar theif pralfÞ 
* ice declares them , notwithſtanding theit- pre 
”- ſeſſion, to be denyers of it. * : 

* The Firfi Point of Dof#r;ne that we draw fray: 
- .the Words, 1s, Thet where real and tut godling 
© Is, it hath always pawer *with 3t; For clearin 
- whereof, We would ſpcak” @ little to theſe Tuf;: 
” #, Whatisnieant by the power of godlbneſ5; ff 
Somewhat towards the Procf and Confirmatic 
- of the Doctrine; To which Tſhall only pren/ 
thele two Words, 1. That we take jr forvegh tee + 
& . that there Is an exrernal, part, or. form -6f *Relff 
©  glon, and an Inward Power, -* 2/y4 That there 
a falſe, connterfir and empty ſhew of | Religia- 
© + or Godlincſs, commonly called: Hypocrifie, Di | 
& -ſembling, and Deceirful Dealing with God, ca 
demned 1n the Scribes, and Phariſees, and other 
- anda rcal true Gcalifnefs, -that is nor only a ſhes 
+. hut alſo ſubſtance, nor profeſſion and form onl 
> _ but alſo Power, which 1s the main and princi$ 
- thing therctn, for the want whereof, rheſe Hypq 
crites are here Nored, and Condemned; notwnt 
Nanding their having had the form thereof. Fil. 
then,by Power, we underſtand theſe Two, | 
power of Dommion and Command;And rhus i 
Gydtiniets hath a Power to rule ſway, and con 
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5+ mand a tman 5 Rower is ſo. taken, 1 Cor. 6: 12s 
wer I When the Apoſtle ſays, Af things are lawful for 
me, but 1will not be brought under the power of any. 
+ | thing; to be under thePower of any thing, 15 tay 
4. bc under ir's Dominion and Command z Soto be 
©. uoder the Power of Sin, is to be caprivared by it 
F. to have it for a Maſter, and to be ruled and<oay 
1... manded by. it; even ſo, «to be under th 
: of. Power of odlineſs; is to be under k s Domiang 
& on, ſo that it ſwayes, orders, directs, rules ati 
JT commands the man; Know ye not, ( faith tt 
Apoſtie, Rom. 6. 16. ) to whom Jt yield your ſelwi 
s freak. ſirvants to obty, his ſervants ye are, to whom 
alin, 0b'y, whether it be of fin unto death, or of obeazem 
erin untd righteouſneſs? Thatwhich is therecalled obtd, 
Tull. ence to rightufmeſs, 1s here called Goalineſs; } 
” that to be 'under the power of. Godline 

' bs heartily to obey it, to be obedient+to x 


mJ. DoRrine of the Goſpel, to the trath which is aff 
_ gotlinieſs ( as it's. called, Tit. 1. v. 1. ) anditt 


Rel. Jrom the very btart, v, 17,and15. 7'2ly. By Pow 
eres . W<emean efficacy, fo that true Godlineſs hath 
ia  <tHcacy to inable to perform, 'and make-pract 
1 cable what jt enjoyns and commands: Thus fg 
al the Apoſtle,1 Cir. 2. 4. My ſperch, and mypreat 
nod. 3g was not with tn'icting words of  nitns maſa 
Wis but in demonſtration of the ſpirit, end of pow,” 
nf I Cor, 4. 20, The kingdom of God 3s not ith-war 
ind. © put” in power,” Where there 15 poler, thee 
af. cfficacy; there is'an' eft:Qualnels, *tkrougha 
|. Power of God,thar accompani-th, when the Le 
pleaſerh the preach ng of the'G: ſpe}; And as 
preaching, ſome merrmay have fiae und tlouss 
10g cxpreſſivtis without cficacy , wh;!fi. on 
. may.haye a more fude -and CE 
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*- Langvage, yet with 'a great deal of more, Lm* 
'» Powerand cificacy 3 So there isa form of Godfbec 
neſs, that never effcually ſhewsir ſelf in pragI1vVe 
© Ife, or. in the Mortification of any. Luſt ; Bjon 
© where true Godlineſs.is, it commands, cxerciſa{his 
... dotninion, and reigns oyer a man, it dire&s APP 
&- comimands him, and he gives willing and hearFr! 
obedience to.ir; It not only brings him undgq'e»! 
#-the profeſſion ofReliglon,and makes him to adory Þ! 
> thar-profeſſion,. by..a viſible good converſation] 
# but ir works kim inwardly.at the heart, and hath 
+ anctficacy in it, to the fubduing of fin in him. 
-» Ay$forthe 24, Thing\propoſed, to be ſpokeq| 
&* £0, 'vi%-, The Proof and Confirmation of, the'Dog 
b £Ying. That where true Godlineſs 35, it hath powt p 
& wht ; 1I,ſhall only pirch 'on theſe two Reaſons N 
2: for proying. of it 3 The firſt whereof is, Thatſ © 
+ where.true'Godlineſs is, there. the Spirit is; .andſ f1 
- where the Spirir is, there is Power; God bath] t 
£,20t, ( ſays the-Apoſlle, 2. 77#.. 1. 7. ) given wil 1 
i: 2be Spirit of fear, but of love, of power, and of aff f 
ſound $nd';. The Spirit brings along with him, 1 


} - Power, -inward Life and Efficacy ; 24ly. Where 
- true Godlineſs js, there is. Faith, and Faith hath | 
FPowerwith. it; ..There is an exceeding greatneſs 
of mighty Power, that, worketh effettoally in 
them ther believe, Ephbeſ, 1. 15., Falth hath 
-@ Power N It, enabling to'avercome the Warld, 
Þa.-292% 34% 4 It hatha power: to purifie the |. 
Ehearr, G5 15. 0. Yea, all things are poſſible to ||. 
# Ekim that beheverh, ' Mark 9, £2. Faith hath ( if 
* I may fo ſpezk)an Inſtrumental omnipotency tak- 
FFng hold of, aud cloſing with the Almighty power 
of God, it removeth, and.hurleth out of the way, 
+ the greateſt and higheſt mountains only, | 
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| Ththar ſlant before ir, and makerh chem, asirwere,} 
Godfbecore 2 Plaing So thar- the Believer, - when. 
pra( preelys and vigorous inthe exerciſe of his Edith, 
; Bjon the Lord Jeſus, thar ſtrong one, on: whom. 
ciſeþhis help is latd, may humblyGy with the Apofile, 
ts Af Phil. 4. 13: 1 £41 do all-things, through Chriſt: 
eanf#rengthning me, though'7 can'of-wyfelf, and with<' 
ndq/ovt bim do nothing; The' firengrth of -Cheift ime 
dory proven by &,' makes ir wonderfully,:powerfuls © 
tion} The 2tfe of it ſerves for trya! ; would ye Rnow: 
hatff then,yhether ye have true Godlineſs in-very deed, 
n, | here js a notable mark andeyidence'of ir ;/-for its: 
key. nor every one that pretends to Godliniefs;ithat; 
Dog really hath ft 5 but where It'is fn truthy/'4tthark! 
wy (power with ft, even a manifold /power;” is, It 
2" hath a convincing Power, that where the hearts: 
hat} of men and/women are —_— proud:;/ and: 
ndj ftout againft God, and have a kind'of ſkutf on 
|" them, Godlineſs ſets an edge 'on the Word; and 
#5 makes ir pierce deeply, and firick through, it 
af fixeth” conviftions, ard makes them: and * 
n, | the perſon 6 rake Kindly with thein; 'byidginig his: 
ref} heart'under deep ws mire theiaw\uhet read 
h | of God, \ 21y, It hath' #*tmewing; changing and; 
65 | transforming power, ſuch & power, 'that-makess* 
n | new Creature,” od things*ts "paſs away, and all 
rf. things ro become new, as the- Apoſile ſpeaks; ? 
| 2 Cor.'s, 14: 3. Rhath a Mſtvarie 4 
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= 64 1 | SERMON; F 
concerned _ijn_their duty ; It:makes them yid,* 
/-+/them(elves to be ſervants unto rightcouſneſs, af, 
 * 'b5; Row, 6. It leads captive high thoughts, | 4 
; » imaginations to-the obedience of Chriſt, 2 (þ;, 
| 4$c, v. 25:.1t makes the man, that he dare nf. 
2 he will not,. he- cannot allowedly. at leaft, relic; 
& £1:any:commanded duty, no-morethen he dargh,: 
i can; dwell contenredly with,..apy - known ſinf 1 
þ 4!; makes him, that as. he dare not put away any is 
.. Gods Commandments from him, ſo neither t oe 
©: heregard any miquicy in his heart, Pfel. 18.4 
-} and; Pſel.. 66, ,38,. 5y. It hath. a Mortihh},, 
+.'.Power, as to all things.whatſocver, withour 6 5 
*--.,Ception, that offer ro compeat, and rival it wiſh, 
- precious: Jeſus Chriſt in the perſons efteem, |; 
”.. blakens and.damps the beauty, and ſplendor yy 
-.-.; them all. jn this competition, it detruds them: 
©... "the very loweſt degree of baſencſs, and vilenc; 
-ſo..that -in compaziſen of him, they are ſolid} 
t. reckoned tobe bur as fols. and dung.; Thus ti; 
EÞF* 7 poſile expreſſerh himfelf, P bil. 3o Theſe thi 
23s! , Shah.0were e47n to me, [counted loſs o Cbrift ; 
© 1,» Gonbleſs 1-c0unt all things to be but loſs forlſþ.. 
+ excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Loy. 
= $c. It:breakes off the Cortentment ( ſuch as 
"was. ) and complacency.in Idok, that ſometini 
_.+..men, nad,. and.makes them, in holy. indignatic 
; - roſayy bet have we any more to do with Idols] | 
get you henge.. . Gly. Ic hath abeart-queiting, calm; 
—_ compoſing and fixing Power ; which the 
- - .. meer form _ of:Godlineſs never hath, bur lear: 
the man fil} - recling, and unfixt.;. 1ts 4 gud 
thing ( ith the Apoſtle, Heb, 13. ) that thy 
heart be eſtabliſhtd, with grece, not with muti] 
Giace that is oppoted to-Meats, that 1s to queſt 
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2.Yq Sand Beretta os =, ot fuch k 
5 Afings, thar have a ſhew of Godlineſs, and do nor 
"_ Frofir theſe who are _occup ed about [them ;> 
-« race, I ſay, only eſtabliſherh zhe heart. , Ie © 
© Would be prevailed with, - to lay-our, ſelves tothis- 
= ule,” and to- exarnine 'our Godlincls, aecording --; 
Pq theſe evidences; 'it would be found.that: there / 
M J bur "itrle tris -Godlmels amongſt -us3-ahy% 
. YiIwhere is the power-of Godlineſs.!: and yer wherees 

Wer true Godlineſs is, it hath power with-itz.and 


3, XF.AC | , : 
2 This is of very large extcnt,. reaching a mans.frame? 
"0F..nd walk, his thoughts,” words-and a&jons, -yea,1 


5 This yery looks - ſome .way .je;made Job-to make: 
| [a,coveraat whhhiscexes.z Iraatders all, and thae' 
NM [-iiot by fits, and arRanns;. et conſtantly; (64 his 
te "Yeſire, deſign-and* hdncft -cudeavous,: In fome! 

'L meaſure; And If at any time, the. influence of it's: 
Ah —_— be norsfelr, or . weakned , that becomes” 
« of Mis burden and-affliftion,. when, inavy, thelcaſt? 

T” meaſure at himſclf.. ; _—_—_— 


Vi The: Second point of-Doftrine, from-the words. 
3 154 45 there is. real Godlineſs that hath. pawer, 18" 
ro Foere is a forms; and byporriticat ſpew . of Gedlaneſs: 
1c} without thepower, life, and ſubſtance thertofs: 8a pe 
4} which ſorm-and ſhew: pirſons. may (0. 4 very ”* 
A Jength : The current of the Scripjurcs,, aIHe 
Mi doleful experience ,ofymany, who thick theme 
al; ſelves -to be ſomewhat ,..50 be Godly, whep yes 
WT} they are nothitig really 10, olds med 
- this, and put Ic beyond. 211; reach-ok. cations 
1 contradi&ion,. ordebate z -How many, alas:! ari 
| Hke to whited Tombs, and painted Sepulchi y 
like to thoſe ſpoken of, Bſe!. 78, 30. Who flats 
ter-God with their lips, and lie unto him with 
their tongues, their hearts Bot being right wi hh 
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WRT: . ; Ta B-8-MON 73 ; 
bi 0 POSTS yo his Covenant? Hy ea 
- © ſons mays under the forme; ſhew and appeatim, 
| "of Godlineſs,. without, the, power of it, 80 4 hen 
- vgreaty even an aſtoniſhing , length.z which eg. 
.. * be reduced 'to theſe, ;E3gb}, or . Nine, SteÞyil fo 
- | Heads; 1-:AScoProfcfiione: :-3. 64! GI thlere 
| -2As 10/8 blamelcfsi,ourward, Frgnyet 12t100, th o 
”  pobd-meaſure,: 4- AK Extemal Duties ons 
» >" {pion 5. As fo a name iand go 2 ACCOpMaC 
* ©: 1mongſtthe Godly; founded 10: A\BEF4; PATS. Miao! 
2. the Foxr- former;: and-retulting from, them, Jp. q 
|. As to ſome inward-work/0 their Spirits. 7; Jet 1 
to the appeatarice, (and reſemblance (iy lanfs 1 
I 4 termine 2 pr 

't 3A the 


| 231. Ffh6p, and (aviag Graces otithe Spirit, 
| 211] iifferingy Th ring SmS 159 459.9712 { 
viiJn'4 ſorrof Perce, imdaſſurancept WELL. Half (pi 
© 2 on, but f-gronnded? got 76 37 nl 2 9171600 Wing 
2 > Firſts to/Profeſſion;) They may have aJ.ab 
: "fair; florid; luſteringiatid fplendid: ong,; eval} lee 
' lampof it, ſhining a long times :it may be-tozitÞ kn 
20" Very Ayiig'day, as che:foolith Virgips :{poken ha 
3 Mah. 25: Who aſſociated wich thewileucz pA a! 
| 2 wetffcoyered ro be: twihouroyt: of rue: Grad] tþ 
{424 Weir fellow-profefiors, flkthe coming of hh £, 
1-4Eritegroom;made the un-expe@ed-pril turp:itÞing 
07 Buy dffeevery, 79 1 5 7 oi 1 tf fling 
pein>(lighylAt © Giſes,tHeyimay have a govod-.meaſurdyy 
122 Gfliterd{8cfpeculativa knowledge of God;ofChrillþ,g 
S019 ARTItr privdipleret Religion: and Miyſtcy 
$510128; Pee MINA God, x5 che:ſpoken ic 
wb 2 PH 2/Wh 50h! hag A: the falſc A-Gbg 
»  poftles nienfloned;'n Cor. 11, hid, who, in thathhg 
reſpet, looked tike Mnge!s If ' trght, and 41 tht 
Miniſters of Chriſt ; As theſe [Teachers had, whoku 
* yayed with the rear - Gpoiile Pay hinicli iy 
= Wh preach 


* 4c - of and our of ary % ito pie | 
<**fim, ſpoken of, Phil. r., As leyeral of the Zews; | 
" Wenrioned , Row. 2. #. 18,194, 29, hads,. {fbs 
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and a branch of the former NF of's 
MY Confeterice on ſpiritusl yurpoſcs, corhe edifiens 8 
**ption »-f others,” as. no: daubr, thele- fame- perions 
- had. 7 They may'have gift, yea; @preat BY of 
*f Proyory 25 Zudes no:douby had,' atd of Preach 
* Shg:aliog:and Oe griteleſs Pefſors have | 
” \becniknown totrave had 3 Horthere'isa Gi 
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| "as well as the Grace of Prayer, 'a meer Gifiþar: 
_ well as the gracious exerciſe of'a,Giftz O' Wrer 


** patherically will ſome nienFpray;-and ſeem toiFrhe 
Ed ogncaIbE to Fbaveni i prayer, in" rhFee! 
'* erciſe of a meer Gifr, imſanRified from'comaſice! 
affiſtance, arid by a pair of wings, made'onhf{.de 
” elf: ſuch are preat ſtrangers to the experinaſth 
- knowledge, of the Soul-humbling, and abaff th 
+ firajtnings, and of the Soul-retreſhing liberiF be 
occeding from: the abſence, and partial wif, a. 
awment , and from the ſpecial pretey it 
# © and affiftince of the Spirirof Grace and Supp, p 
-+ catjon*, wherewith the truly Godly, who pj. a 
from the Grace of the Spirit, are 2cquainted wif. G 
whereof the Apofile ſperk*. 1n- the name off a 
'Godly, Rom. 8. 26. LiÞwiſe the ſpirit alſo buf. 
eth or i» firmities, for we 4. not what we ſhnl 
| "pray for as we ought, but the Spirit it ſely m 
| - Snterceſſon ſor us withgrganings that Cantiot be 
LL. ered: Thy arc great-ftrangers to the obſcrvi 
of the abſcnce of the. Spirit of Grace, and 
} '-. Seubtrouble, on that account,” even when, inw*_ 
more ready, eafie, avd plauſible. exerciſe of F. 
common Gift : They are great ſtrangers to pray” 
#208 in the Holy Ghott, ar:d in the name-of Chritlfy” 
> M'conſcienſcious' obedience to his Command, mf& 
| +; his firength, with predominant reſpect to his gloyÞ 
&,' Ty, and-with a believing: look to his Mediation 
- to his Sari:faQion, and Inte: ceſfion, as the great® 
 - Sground- of the acceptation of their Perſons ana 
+ Prayers, even their beſt ſajd Prayers: They areF 
- | grear-ſtravgers to the exerciſe of kindly ſorrongf? 
" ».*:and humiliation, 'for,grieving the Spirir of GraceF® 
-'-, and ory pi by their ſelf- ſeeking, in PrayF}? 
et, and.jn the exerciſe. of aGift: Einally , 3be)Þ 
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16 Tooking' at liberty;-to Ins) 
rayer for-themſelves; as' 
ſpeak 6 ) 


wil. Gifts, wittiout ſanRifying Grace, very readily 
off and ordinarily puff up, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks @ 
big”, Knowledge; 1 Cor. 8. 1+. And- the greater they 
uI__ be, they puſfe up rhe more-- 51.7 i 
* "319. As ro the External Duyes of ReJ1gion;an@ 
ef” of the worſhip of God, 'borWordinary” and eRIras; 
v8” ordinary, z they may 80 abour chem; they may! 
dF proy:in fecrer, and in their familics, they may 
Hy” read che Scriptures, wair:punRualy: on rhe.Ors! 
ff $" dinances, inthe houſe, itithe ſtreets, and 1n the: 
ap” wilderneſs, as many if the Goſpel ſay ro-the Lordy 
any. th ay chey may exterually ſand1 fic the S; d-) 
Each, * = may faſt often, even-twice a weewts 
haflſee ſayeth he did, Lek 18;: And. many 


8 ef-thieſe they may go about, wuh' a:moral ſeriouls 
ag” neſs, as they did, whoare ſaid, Pſel. 58. V«< 34 
To hive' returned. and enquired early. after. Goa 
reÞ Thar is diligently, and ſomeway ſcrioully,..a 
nJ" concernedly 3 nay; they:may have oe cl | 
xfſ®: pleaſure, and delight in- theto, +5 cheſe arg (aid 
Jo have had, in approaching to God, Iſai: 58s) 
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1 pn; of ſuc 
wad:of Guch 4. yn, for" 4s i 
Sembersof the; Church. of, Sardis," Rtu:" 
efe dd « name to. live, (ome of whomyar lea N AR, 
perothers mighr. he, WEre quite. dead; HOWE ; 
$ great Name in the other "mm 
wan. the fore- mentioned acco Dl har thi well 
aqFor rw Ho y. diving? pur alſo ay 'Ch riſttans blirvery'3- 
_A to fo. large a name, CHAR protiouticing'! : 
| ſtem co 8: dead, ſome: bf them (as Eaid'):ro's; 
Tybczalrogerher dead,., and others of hem tiet'ro'?7 
ele: lively 3. ſuch readily ſeek after a riaine'df Re«5 2 
gion, «nd when they haye got it, 'are farisfied ** 
,Ivich, and ſix down on ir, without” ſuitable: ſeris "72 
o wuſneſs, in. looking after. the 'thitg 3 'thibu ; 
Idame, an empry name of Religion, be but a oor | 
f ad piciful buttinels ;, What. HOVER men and wos*>» 
el Men ſhould have the, largeſt Teſtimonſal Uraivn 2 
 ( in the moſt ample forme, and ſubſcribed'by* 2: 
y he hands of all the. moſt eminent, godly an dil- ©” 
,[<roing Minifters, ard privat, Chriftians of the” 2 
| Gity, or Countrey-fide wherein, they live, what”? 
mill it ſignific, .or avail, if Chriſts hand* be'rioe- 3 
oy of if he ſhall ſubſcribe alter all their ſub-.4 
| {criprions., 
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Jt ir,” and ofr=n, 1n our deftempery, "mor, 
ay$0 we are with the wanr,_or with a very great © 
rvatht of the thing, and ſbſtarice of ac__ 6 
" ahppy are they,who inake ir their great buſli= 
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 be$to-approve theniſelves ro God, and to Ty 
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ped -chemſelves*to' every mans-Conſcienee, in 0 
eSfighr of God, 'yer IS; as ro' be denyet,” an& = 


ded ro every mans commendation, and" good 
ke id ; thir drove} ſarkifyed; to be found in the 
re (yro Heayen, tough the found of their feeermy 

buld 'torbe fivch hexrd by the way 3 that love" 
lurk, and hide, but when they are called 't96 #7 
n.Jpear;, artſhew theinſelves, reſembling herebyg””. 2 
| 708 great meaivre;" blefſed Jefus, 'of whomi'werrs 
i&S2ht to be followers, as dear Children, ' and of *Y 
d Jhom ic is ſaid, rhar He 43d not cy, neatber was ©; 
:e $1 voice heard in the fireets, he loved nor tomake 
7, ;Þiſe; 2d ro wnem a-mane of Religion is a bur 
toe and *MiRion, when rchey judge the inward 
-Merciſe of rheir $ouls, ad the tenderneſs of "2 
e Ftir walk before God, doth not carry a juſt pro- 7? 
« Svrtfon to that Name 3 and when the lining, (to?) 
;.Þpeak fo ) +rd the Inner half, is nor fully as broad © 7 
..$ the ouier-half, There is alfo roo-great a rea» 
 liveſs, and cafineſ(s,raſhly ro give lazge-names to © 2? 
Þhers;by our ſuperlative, and hyperbelick Teſth- 17 
.Þdnies, and coinmendations, whereby -many are''1 
Þor/alirrle hurt, and prejudged ;/ as ſeveral of #7 
Fle Chriſtians of the Church. of $a+d3s, very pro-. "5 
Pibly were, being thereby remptcd to think too © * 
fl of themſelves, 'and ſome way to fir down on 7 
heir-preat name, withour ſuiravle ſeeking after © 
berhing, or much-of it 3 And'this we often do: 
to ſay ſo)jor as good again, though, ir may be," 7 
ONIEOREOENY | , no. 
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by out commen others,they* may 
-commeni;us, and thar their commendation of u 
” may; :Naye. - the mare Weghts.0 ! when ſhall w 
| WHEc re (exfoully and concernedl!y aftg 
nd GoAneſs, apd be leſs.concernt®# 
re, * holil olily indifferent,as'te the Name 
4 Wher ap our moyings about, ' and our appeal 
x jo, and for for Religion, -be- the native and neÞ 
- ceſlary,, the kindly and unconſifained reſults off 
1 in ©, power of the Life of the Grace: of God. with £ 
: 7 +3. 
Gp. AS to- ſomewhat of an incryal work 4 
Wt Spirirsy © x, There may be ſome -jealoulics 
and doubts about their Salvation, and cteri 
Fn: Ifiace, putting op to propoſe: queſtions cou! 
Ecerning the ſame, and thac not meerly for chef? 
Faſhion, or in way,of complement, though theſe], 
© fears- are often uffered to ' evaniſh, and theſels 
-douhes and queſtions to ly-wirhout a throughly ſacks ; 
: pangiog anfwer, and ſolution 51 As it was with the 
; g man, mentioned in the Goſpel, who came 
-to Chriſt, and asked, Good weffer, whar (ball If, 
F. :do-to be ſaved, and' to inberit eternal life ? and; 
[- - what lacke1 yet? And who was vcry ſad at the; 
© anſwerChriſtgave,8&ar the dury he enjoyned him 
= there having- been /a confiderable firugle betwixthy 
foinc jlothneſs to - leaye Chriſt, and- eas lot (| 
> neſstoleave thr World, 'but domining love to thell 
World carrying it in. the competition, away he 
"-paes,. and leaves. his caſe of -Confcience in thai 
; ow. 21y,' There may be a good - meaſure of'fþ 


A - lumination,. even ſuper-natural, - though but byiÞþ 

-* a,common work of the Spirit, not ar all ſank 

b al as was in theſe ſpoken of, Heb. 6. 311» þ 
There, 
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Here. may be:convition' of fit, atid chat cobſrders” 
may deep, as was in'- Fadas: 4- 'There may Us 
f xe terror, and hofror of Conference, accompanys 
Sor flowing from'thatconviRion, and from Veer 
\fprehenſions._ of Fadgement, and Wrath ro comes 
Sas fin Fe/ix,chovgh bur Pager; ard wit *} 
om of Doginer CURED mich more [6 in vi 
a:MChutchimembers; an no doubt'was:It1"Fu#E 
"Hem in defpare he becamefſels:dt. ſe,andihis om 
« offtccutloter;e how many-ſuch dreadful'firsof ha 
Tels have ſcjzed on, even'moſt 'profane,difſohur:anll 
Jofligat perſons,who have oftenerthen'd ce; a an! E 
oaf-deboſhed them away; But ah-! poor: Wrerdhigns 
be Tey will recurre;>andicome beck'on” then 
or ) redoubtettirrefiſtable force and violencets 
© ere: may be ſome ſorr of ſorrow,/arid remobiemy 
thef335 ighly-dangerous to rhetmſ{lves,as waS1tt Sur 
$4es,and others fuch- .6!y. There may 'be'a core 
ole erable: firm aſſent of the Judgement ro! Scriptiiiigel 
5 mths; which temporary Faith neceffacily preſups4 
*Þſeth ; nay,very Divels themſelves,” have try yang $8 
kay men. living under: Gofpeb ordinances; aus 
Mhor withhold rr-:: 2719, There' may be-oe fider-" 
te ſtirrings-$c-ricklings of affe@tions, in Nrange'ies: 
andhi-Aaſhes of joy;ar hearing; and ſome —_ rev 
thekz of che Word:as: in clicſe, im the-parable of the? 
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Mier, who received the Wordqywith joy, afid: hae?! 
Sted-'for a: times And there no: doubr (ral 
tleerfcnce confirrs') beproportionably firs of iter? 

eB:heavineſs,and weeping; ar hearing of theWordy? 
 nefiborh may be; withbur any ſavingor, ſan@ifying®.; 
theSork,the hardneſs, Be ſtonineſs'of theheart-remaiti=s? 
'Þftilt untaken away, 8/y,.'They may. have ſomes.” 
byiÞhr, Heht, cravſieorand cyanifhing gufls, and vaficb 
Ri: Jpot Hr ge9d word of God, of the evenly giſt, ag 
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es the way leadingto that eud,as Belcam had. | 


: may. be-copfiderable ſtriving and ftrugl 


be: wixe the * Wighined Conſcience, ant the cor 
jong,.. the one ſaying, theman ſhould fc 

Nang -Religign,and:the other ( hen 
TX theWorld,nor abandon thigand the © 

3: where. the. corrupt afte&iqns carry it, the 

ways. without lome reluftation, and this. 


& very like, & paſs. under; the conſtruRiol 


ſpiricad] Gambarthatis,in th pneres he ; 
dovpi and the: Spictt,the etna Fs 
*Egparithough it he.1n many xeſpetts, vaſtly. dif . 
porch toly, There may be a ſort of ticklin 
H ££xanifhing delight in aztendance on Ordinances 
* was. in theſe mentioned, '1/#i. 58. v. 2. and; 
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+ the.ſaving Graces of the. Spirit ofGod;whereof ri 
E -aze but fow, if any,which may not be perſonared! 
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vt. ſo to be underſtood, as ifremporary Faith dif 
6. aching from ' true juſtifying , and” ſay 
t only as to duration,they-differ cerrainly 


x d; ; might be.made caſil to appear 3. ) Sot 
4 "ate. faid to believe,Pſal. 10.v; 35 andPſel I 056 
þ+ huh heart; was nor right eral 
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To before God, i reſp of clols ad latene-h 


: fie, of whom'therefor "Irs ſaid, that. they f 
Efered bim with their lips, and led. to kim with th 
Tongues. ' Sly. Tendernefs, that. very precious Gra 
May - Fi 2, As n was fl Joab,x Cop. 21,8 
8. an as-to that Sada uit, olfey 
= REES tende > Ay Fc 
bs 281y,: As ro fuff way O & very: coll 
| fable lenpth,evey gi gi 'e their b ho. to he burial 
# er be to ſuffer lower and Teffer thimgs,lna good Cal wet 
i profcſtig the. truth . withour a princi | 6 e 
pet e ſaving Grace,and of fineere loye toJeſus 
w the Apoſtle infinuars,nien may do,1, Cor. 13. 7 
ol).As to yitngwirh afortof ace;of LOR: i 
| b, arid del Ig aſſuravce'of Aezven and Satvatl of 
Mom whichthere was no drivit of they, while t thy” © 
th ; and ſo'they 'may po 'dowh tothe Grave Wh: 
ay in their 'righr-harid,. and periſh under a Soft 
ering d art 'rever avwakairg but of thai, 
E Ui the ks ofthe finfie of't e Wrath Pa 
Foote ti6ld fehent aha Artbtient ode of the 
poel ice; as is Phutefly foſinbared, "ooh: " 4, 
hf, at.7 0.42, "42 BOIEAA y. 2'5,26 it 
BR a've Nena ren: ſeRMobs lengiſer,: 
uch as have a form of Godippve 
' of it nay goz" where 1'ha e 
whats the wrimu Mm 7 RIA - 


God, To 'the Sen © an: [TN mo 
- Kndw, having i in deep 'w om forboth #b * 
dE: 4-5 to provyock his owti People, to: > ers end a 4 
& #&*ours, op good grounds,to: make ſure, they are” 
EJength, that no Hypocrite can gozand that they a 
- ieg, ovly «/moſtybut 4/togetber Chriſtians: F doit 
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+ hiarches,| cHIW xe he) 0+ lah be a fn - 
Ver; betwixt © the: meter farm, . and the 
Fi ot mf; berwi| r nr as EO 
ra iftiad; The one never BACK io nd arc | 
1, Weth wholeChriſt;nor gives himſelf wg KALE 
ayer cordially embraceth,and'clofeth with: him fogs 
'# ends, ihrenits 5hd purpoſes, for which he, offererhy- 
liſelf to Sinners in rhe Goſpel; [nor makerh,ant 204. 
n Fe et, incire;abſolors, univerſal, unreſerved, unexceptls. 
auf ed nd CE ried and endeayour, irrovenes 
"al? panic of himſelf-r10 bing 
ride fave wo lp guided by iO, on his own terms,..alie 
1 his owri way; as the other doth; yer Ifay Riill, h 
inch ys orecflety rold us, what js.the very yonders: 
oſt ſtep;thar DE Ohh may. £0, ſo as he car "0h 
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* _ nough, and is well pleeſed wich rhar which.th 
-.. Eordafords. his Eftate and hls mind being mad 
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infi ches : which The SR it ſelf ſprings alio 3 
ecnyof Godlimefs: for he that hath God, hath all -* 
Yerhgs with him, quthabert hebentem omata, habet om- 
7008; he hath all chings that hath him, who hath, .., - 
53 4. who is, all things 3; true Piety hath always _ 
Vnty, and Is never without a full contenting fuf- .** 
1coEncy, a ſelf-ſufficiency; for 4 good man (as *# 
"m0 layes, Prov: 14. v.14). is ſatisfied from us 
 Ooſef ; whereas the wicked iz the fulneſs of bis. ©: 
 Bzency, is in ſtraits, Fob 20, vs 23.) the Gods » © 
man iq the fulneſs of his ſtraits, bs. in 8 ſufÞei-, 
ney 3 And being withal the moſt gainſul. and. 7 
opt able thing, even profitable for all things, unis;, - 
noWajly proficable, as nothing elie in the world is, . . 
Dering the promiſe of the life that now is, and of. . 7 
= which is to come , Godlineſs with contentmens'ws 
0p great gazny not only gain, - bur grear 7» 
"Wm: if lo, then moſt certainly ir con- ' 1 
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th us exceedingly , aboye what. can be. 
W according to the Holy Ghoſts exhortation 
"one Apoſtle co Timothy, 1 Epift. chaps 4.4. 7, 4A 
 pererciſe our ſelves to Godlintſs ; to beſjir que. 3 
786 actively, anJ, as it were, to caſt our Coax '- ® 
Fit; the words in the Original belirg yuurats . »* 
oe Wor, make thy ſelf naked, in alluſion belike# 4 
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"ue exerciſes of Wreſijers, who uſed to. Ririp.. © 
 aFſclves of their upper and lower Garments - © 
r ft : chat chey might with the greater nimble. . - / © 
ow [ d agility catch hold of, and overthrow-the-.. 

"Er party wreſfiled with ; ro make It the grear-_ 7? 
heſs of our life, even our oze thing, as the 
t Apoſtle ſayes, It was made by him: And 
ye may do (o to the better purpoſe,ir will pot. 
worthy the while to jrquire here, 1. Whae - - © 
Wnels is ? 2. What it to be exerciſed ro" 4 
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FP” 4 The Epzfile. © pa 
” Godlineſs? 3, That fince Godlineſs, rightly ef 
gaged in, Is ſo up-raking and exerciſing a think 
why ic is ſo, muſt be fo, and cannot be othef 
wayes? 4. How we ought 'to exerciſe our (cl 
co jr, {lo as we may come ſpeed? ' 'Þ 
= As for what Godlineſs Is, or what it doth. fax , 
þ. Poſe or comprehend ; we have a notable deſcrig | 
tion of it inthe fr of theſe folfowing Sermani® 
{* and therefore I- thall only ſay in ſhort, that it (wh 
EE _ the exerciſe of faith on the Lord Jelw 
& In order to. our Juftificatlon ; and the ſtudy F: 
* Holineſs, and that as to both the parts of Ir, wi 
Morrtification, or dying to fin; and Vivificatia7 
> _or liyingro Righteouſneſs; and in the juſt e$F* 
L.. tent as to both theſe parts, cleanſing from. 2 
w. fithineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit , ana perſeting hal.” 
= *tſs in the fear of God,ſftudying holineſs in all md 'r 
* 27 of conut ſation; ſaving no luſt from the tire p 
of the Axe of the fin-ſubduſng and mortify 
 - "grace ofGod,If ir were as dear ro'us as a right e by 
hand, or foot, and would be as croſs' and pa 
"> fal ro our corrupt nature to part wich, as it waj 
be to our natural budy to forego theſe very u 
ful members of ic ; not deliberarly and allowed 
balking any one duty of Religion, how tublimel 
ſptricual, how difficultly pratticable, how ee 
croour corrupt inclinarion-and predominant, hill 
coftly and dangerous foever ; and all this hont 
ly aimed at in conformity ro that moft perf 
pattern of the Holitieſs of God 3 even to purifitl 
ſelyts as be is pure ,, and to be holy as God that 
teth us is hoty in all manntr of converſation: Or 
may rake it up as comprehending in it, the 
cerely endeavoured exerciſe of all the graces; 
- - the Spicit flowing from the principles and; 
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| bn reyes 0 oF; The Fpzftle. | 5" 
th ts. of them created and implanted In the Soul ;®*2 
hel diſcharge of ail called-for duties, a4 i197 tn - 
"Sc higheſt degree of ſpirituality In che miner of 
<N trformiog them ; the mortificarion ofall Its, 
Sithout any reſerve ar; exception ; the repu:fion* +» 
WF all renrations;,-: the ' Chriſtian-bearing of alle 
;*Wofles and afflitions of: what-ever nature, andy 
"Srwioerer circumfiantiated ; and an external, *? 
ible ,. blameleſs, and irrepr oveable converſation 3 
TWeomzng the Goſpel of Chrift, and adorning the Do- 3 
s Fine of Godin all things, that ir may beficted to: 3 
- *Waxyc.2a conviction on the. Conſciences: of all on. 'Z 
wy oh rs, 4nd that ſuch-as ate Bor gained by the 7 
Word, maybe win by ſuch a good: converfart- © 7 
Þ.; -Godlineſs takes in all rheſe, as to fincere de» _; 
We, deſign, and endeavour. " i 
For the next, what ir is to be exerciſed to 
pdiineſs 2,,we, may gather ir from a parallel in- 
tured berwins the ſame, and. what is:the great _* 
Gack,.zhe main and principil:thing,. the one 
pg.in the world ghat'a man. :is taken up with, 
d:exciciſed unto, on which his ſubſiſtence and 
 Mc}ihood, his-credicable and comfortable beivg 
3 the world depend; And thus it: (uppoſeth, 
A JeriqQus endeayour to be well (cen in, and ©: 
ro wly 2cqueimed with. the neture of jr, to -. 
by whas belongs to:the conſtirring. of It, and ,,3 
pt pocgto che: making of, it. up.' 2; To: have © 
he moſt ordinary, fri quent, and familiar: ſub- 
t of our thoughts. -3- To have our hearrs and 
eRtions going, forth. rowards, it, . more then ro 
y thing elſe, without which, all that can be 
f-to:rhe. commendation of bt;) wil! be-but £97 ice 
$8 1tb6 Pegun-ayfens 40:6't miſo mith. while 
be 


Fell tot « Deart zo it. 4 To have our ebdea- 
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£=: yours drawn out mainly after fr, that we mayſþr 
- * Incaſe tofay with the Pſalmiſi, One thing bawthgyr 
”- dcrfived of the Lord, and that we will ſeth after ;hyrsy 
' hath got our hezrr,and ir ſhall thorow grace hikyy 
our hand, ir hath gaine@ our affettlons, 'andy / 
ſh 11 have our endeavours; Ir' ſhall not have! lie 
_. Þ-reines,. currings, and clippings, as it wereglh , 
=” the refLie ard ſuperfluiry of our thoughts, affe 
ons, cares, time, and endeavours, but the Yee 
beſt of them. 5s, To' obſerve accurarly win; 
furthers, and what obftrufts ir, and according a 
to cheriſh and improve the one, and with all\&.; 
mighe vigorouſly ro oppoſe and wreſtle azillte;, 
the other. 6; To-judge our ſelves to. be malll;;} 
loſers: or gainers, made up, 'or back-ſer, as GY 
line(s thrives, -or Hor. 9-' To be gladed,or mit 
ſad, and more or lefs {o, principally as Godlinert 
is in grod or iiI, in better or worſe caſe; to ha 
chat, as it were the Axlc-tree, about which h 
Wheel of the affe&ions of our Sorrow and'}] 
3s:mainly:rurned and rolled 3 rohave' it: Sur 
(io fſiy:fo) or Winter with'us;' # it goes! wiki | 
Godltnefs;” 8; TS chdeayour ' ro keep all Gy; 
other bufineſſes, morions and medlings, in ty, 
line of due ſubordibation-and ſubſerviepcy to tlyf 
as the main: as our grand buſineſs, and our 
' thing; to+be well pleaſed #nd coriforted, wilt 
, they keep in rhis Line 3 and diſpleaſed and grieyhj 
ed, when obſerved ro go out of 1'.' 9. To le 
earnefily ro have [tr copſummared and perteciahy, 
to be vp ar the yondmoſt and? moſt compleat Po 
 ſcffion and enjoyment of it, that there my-MF 
be plus ultra. I . $9 
As to the 3. that Godlineſs edgaged nar Þ 
Is an up-xaking and exercifivg'rhi gi vil be 


&—% P \ : 
I a 5 
"WM —_—* 2v 


A 


" oy 
= / as Y * x J\ 
" 4a & y i 2.631 
EM = YES on 
” a£&% # ” "*X- + TP. wy o ” 
vr 22 0.2 OE FF > 3 ni . S et Ad My = 
| ot} *% RFF oy £ Ys. .1ED * > 


'J ** The tie. © 
Yenyably clear, if we conſider, 1. Scripture-exe 7 
'Vhortations and commands, ſuch a» theſe, Strive tos © 
r hacer #n at the trait gate : work out the work of 
* Myr own ſalvation with ſear and trembling: Give 
ety diligence to add to your faith virtue, Kc. Give 
e:lzeence to make your calling and eleftinn ſure: 7 
it 125 141 with patience the race that is ſet before 
SG: Be perſeft as your Heavenly Father is prifett «NY 
* Yye holy, - as God that hath called you 3s holy,in all 
enner of converſation. 2+ Scriprure 3ficrtjons, 
Mok afficmarions, ſuch+as theſe, The Kingd:m of 7 
Il'$ever ſuffereth violence, .and the violent take it by - 
bilece : They that are Chriſts bave crucified the fleſh, © 
"Weh the affeftions and luſts; Every one that bath 
Sis bope zn him, purifieth himſelf, evin as be is | 
mie : The regbteons are ſcarcely ſaved, Kc. 3. 
I19ripture-expericnces,and praRices of the Saints, 
hatch as theſe; One thing bave I defared of the Lord, .. > 
h hd that wil 1 ſeek after, &&c. My. ſoul followeth 
i rd after the Lord : The deſore of our ſoul is to thy © 
mime, and to the remtemirance of thee: with my 
' Wi have 1 defered thee in the night, 104, with my 
1 Grit within me will 1 ſeek thee eavly ; -Firein. dg 
n. Wrer ciſe my ſelf, to have always a conſcience void © 
O Wffence toward God and toward memes. 1 rut not ' >” 
ur Wunkertazn, 1 fight not as one beating the Air: 1 2 
wit 1own my body , and keep it in ſubjeftion , left + 
orieile 1 preach the Goſpel to others, 1 my ſelf ſhould © 
le caft-away : One thing 1 do, forgetting thife | 
ines that are behind, and reaching forth unto | 
Poe things that are before, I preſs towards 
/ Of mark, Bec. wnto which promiſe , our twelve 
"Yibes. (rhe Godly of the twelve Tribes) infants" 
Tring God night 41d day, bope to come.(Where 
Xe ins it for granted; that the Readers are wel -. 
.. =— | verſed . 
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- verſed in the knowledge of the Scriptures, I hail 
” omitted parciculzr Citations of Chapters and Yeh 
ſts). And indeed ir muft needs be ſo, and cailfhs 
' not bz otherwiſe, if we conſider, - 1. The may. 
+ Braces of the Spirſr thar are to be cxerciſe0 
* 2. "The many dries that | are to . be performe{% 
>Sich the ſpiriual manner of performing chef! 
- that 1s called for, 3. The many firong an 
» powerful luſts and corruptitons thar 8re co be (ubFA 
ducd and mortificd;ſome one of which wauld ta 

” aliferime ro get iteffeQually ſubdued &mortined$$ 
” as it may be ome of the people of Grd have beer 
E praying againſt, weeping over , and wreſtlingÞ© 
E with, one of thero for many, years, and yer hayq#u 
= not got it fully mortified. 4. The many and yagor 
- riovs remprations that are to' be reſiſted : And git 
» The many croſſes and affliafons rhat are to bal 
> fuſtably, 'and in a ſanRified manner born, with|Me 
our lther KERVPA or feinting 3, 15 it poſſible rh 
- a[l theſe; ' can In'any tolerable meaſure be reachaſſre 
, dr Upon” + oriderably CXET ciſe,bufic,andRer 
F .--oell0} __ S 4. os 
w” _ ; age fourth, Vit. how , of afrer wha. 
© "manner we ought to exerciſe our ſelves 10 God fab 
> neſs? 1, We would exerciſe. our felves . tQ@ By 
F krowing'y and ſalidly, underſtanding arlght th 
>  naureof It, and: raking up well, whac goeth toe 
the confiiturion: of ir, thar we miſtake 17 not, any 
| X 0 it, and profeſſors of it have 
many pretenders to. It, and Þ _ bg 
7 . done, and many ftill do, co their ſouls prejudice ne 
- $fno: urrer rulne; there may be a 3247 that 2s nope 
according to knowledge, and in a thing that 1s votes: 
| - goodzandhere the more zealcus and exerciſed a0jhy 
” be, andthe faſter they ruv, thy 89 the _ 4 
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ay tabs, Th Our of he NAY :,.the gregielh 2 00 _- 
£4 Bigog, In unwarrantable , though, {peclgute 3 
| ch het. are readily. rhe qpalt dangeroys ; My" 
#(fald dylpg D434 to bis fon . Salomon.) bnow _ 
0% the Gad of thy fathers; and toJ/rarl, Keep and |} 
tþ for the Commanaments, of the Lord your God 3 
heSewarkable words, Keep and ſeeks plaloly lafioue*? 
0g.that there can be no. keeping of Gods Cams © 
Sandiments without ſeeking them, withour, ſeeks * 

Se to know and ynderfiand' them _well, x Chron, 3 
5ed88- 5. B* 5. Little knowledge of God, of the na» © 
ere of Godlinels, and of the, principles of. Relle 
gon, with ſome prepoſterous zeal, have wroughr® 
abuch prejudice; to ir, and brought it under great 
| yaContempt; we” had much need to have our loing © 
| afirt aboxt with the truth, whichin a great meas. * 
bare firs for the ſpiritual Warfare, withour,which 
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ichif « Chriſtlat habgs; looſe, and Is cafily got advan. 2} 
halflege of :' 1-do nor fay this, to rempr any to. be $ 
ckjfroud and concelted of, or to fir down upon, e«. 
nd{{en the greareft\ meaſures of knowledge, fince nxt 
Me that only knows, but be that bnows and dots. 
hajgs 5/42 3 and che ſervent that knows bis maſters will al 
111084 a0rs 32'not; hell be beaten with double flripes 31 3 
{;]Abd figce a! they, and only they, bave « good # 
the iter landing that keep bis Commandments; we. © 
tofyould by afl means Fndy to haye our practice 
arching up foor-fide with our !ſghr, and ſuffer » 
wyelne of It'to be detazned 3n wnrighteouſneſs, to be. i 
ce, fade x priſoner of, by ſetting, ( as it were ) #.%% 
1 ouard, of corrupt *affelons abou; ir, ro keep. Is. 
ot ſom. fooking out, and Inflienclng our prectiopp 2 
09 There ace many who ſeck to know only or ma 'F 
rh that they may know, 2nd make gthers know 3 
1) a3  * 


| e all_naly 
F- ton without morion, Having a heat aff of gh 
' anda heart void of all life; who ralk all_rhell 
R*ligton, and donor waik it ; whole knowledfit'þ 
_ apgravars their guile, and hightens, their damigitlet 
 tlon; There are ſome on the other hand thilllur 
weary of, and almoſt ſome way nauſeat what, 
 Prexched or Wrirten for the informatjon' of thelj 
© judgement, and for acquaſnting thera with tha 
* ' form of ſound words, and the Principles of Relbl 
-. glon; and would only and” alwayes have ſomede 
& thing ſpoken to ſome caſe of Conſcience, .to ſorither 
- doubror ſpiritual exerciſe 3 I do not deny, buthne 
- willingly and readily granr, that Chriſtians ſhould ful 
+ much cover to have their ſouls caſe and rhelr pre-jt 
” fent ſpiritual exerciſe ſpoken to, and thelr doubts 
: about the ſame cleared; andoqur bleſſed Lord Joby 
” ſus byhis learned Tongue loves to ſpeak words ih 
+ ſeaſon to weary and ſeriouſly exerciſed fouls 5 
= yet ſuchwould alſo like to have thelr Judgement, 
= well informed In the knowledge ofthe Principles ji 
+ © the Religion which they profeſs, left by thely 
ggporance in theſe, they not only keep themſelves | 
In an incxtricable Labyrinth of puzling and pers Ker 
- Plcxing ſcruples, doubts and difficulcles about flv 
{ .their own Souls-ſtate and condition, but alſo ex-, [ip 
> poſe themſelves az a ready prey to be catched, up, | 
 by.ſeducers and erroneous perſons, eſpecially | wh er 
& "reading to. more then ordinary mortification,, |wk 
” tenderneſs, and firtfneG in their. walk; and, Ihe 
withall expoſe the praQice of Godlinefs, becauſe, Jl 
+ of their greac ignorance, ro reproach and objoquy4, fla 
E There is a 34, ſort that have a likivg oply to hear; fla 
” bf ſome one debated and controverted thing of ; Fl 
: other, ' though” it be cyen amongſt rroly }0 
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1p ny and of ſuch a nature, whetelr pafe7 


h the diſſenting parties may retain hes x 7H 


il erent a prehenfions to their dying day, with J 


judice to their Salvation; nay, ir may be 
aut - prejudice to their belng owned and 


Cenenced by God in their adminiftrations' : 3 
3d religious ſervices; and loath in comparifon- * © 
Fthele, rhe great and ſabſtantial crarhs of the: +; 


- as {fall Religion were to be placed in 


Ilteſe debateable; and more remote things, and : - 
eewn out from the heart and virals, to the e&«.: ; 
'ehemities and ſkires of Religlon ; fuch may much. 7 
itdanger the power of Godlineſs, and the very - 7 
ml and ſubſtance thereof-to themlſelyes 'and 0<- 7 


-thers alſo : I donot for all this (God forbid I 1 


Should) condemn or decry, ſeriouſly and ſober='" 


& ty manifeſted diſlike of, and diſplealure at, finful ' 
Wence as to any thing that is Indeed contrary to 7 


3 ſhun DoRrine, and the power of, 


 [cernedly-in the loweſt concerns of Jeſ 
, jad of R 
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I 
ly thing that is certainſy diſpleafing to God,and: 
$ iker .may be the ground of a controverfie from 
fm, though found even In truly Godly, and -0<: 
terwayes faithful men 5 Nor would 1 be' (o ut, 
» Kerftood, as if I meant that we ſhould in the leaſt - 
Ihvolve our ſelves in ſo much-as the confirudtire 
; [probation of any thing we. judge to be finfuls © 
that we ſhould carry luke-warmly and uncon=: 
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on; whereſn-both Preachers and. 
ffors of the Gaſpel may have been not'« + © 
- cylpable-and/blawe-worthy ; only I would- 


[bt haye all Religion and -ſerſous Godlinefs (wal- * 

Jhved up In the Gulf of endleſs debates and 'dfs.. © 
-- Fipates about more remote. and leſs momentuons- -? 
_ [Wings, controyerted amongſt wuly godly men, ; 
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Femay berhere bath-been,' as'roo much liking off 
;ch Preathing amongſt 'nora few ; /So: roo 'muchlſy 
ZPreaching by ſome toſuch/ purpoſes; thar:are 1 
beſt bur jcjune and: lean, being: compared withhii 
the great and ſubſtamial eruchs -of rhe -Goſpeliſic 
» eſpecla}ly' when in # whole Sabbath, or ina whole 
= Sermon, the poor people: haveigor: [irtle 'or nol 
-thing ro feed on," bue ſuch bare; barren, and dry 2 
debates, Tfnor ('from"ſome/at leaft ) declamatih 
+ ons 'and Invectives againſt owning the Authorirylg 
L of” lawful Civil Rulers; and- dire&ly: or © fr 
Fdiretly againſt ' heariog of honeſt Miniſters--ofls: 
- the Goſpel, becauſe of fome leſſer differencesþ»i 
z- whether: in judgement ' or pratice 5 with which 
+ ſoine ſtebingafter fuch rhivgs,” have, ic may beſſ6 
- been foiraken; thar'they have (aid, ©! ſuch $6 
E brave day of the Goſpel! We never ſaw ſuch '&il 
* day of the Goſpel,” whilſt it may be there was buir 
E very lirtle of the Goſpel Preached ; Little ſpokethy 
- rothe 'commendation' of Chriſt ; and: of ſertouygb 
© Godlineſs; *Lintle to proveke to! rhe exerciſc :off - 
” Repentance, of Mortifieation ,- Humfliry , ' Sel( 
*  genyal, Heavenly.chndedneſs, : Tenderneſs ; anifi 
” ofother Graces and ©Chriſtian' Burics 3: bur: ſuck 
*. rhivgs only or mainly Infiſted on, that had lirthei 
'* genuine and-native tendency elther-ro the cog 
# verfion or bullding of Souls; The great end: off 
» Preaching, —-whom- we Preach;lalth thei Apoſt! 
 ahd-1 determined to know nothing smonght you, biti 
'Reſus Chrift and bim crucified, Alth the ame at} 
poſtle: As Ir's good to be alwayes':zealouſly aff&iw 
Red towards things that are 3'ſo the zdilſt 
- - of Minifters and; private Chriftlans ought to bejv 
© ſalted and proportioned to the nature of thingy] 
> So that the whole or greateſt part of jewould n 
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ered: 'thigo: due after; oribi 4 + 
oh more'debateable, eſpecially amovp(t rh 
[and Godly men, and that are further: renkav03 P 
from the heart, ſoul, life, and power of 'Re-" 
2n'; while in; the mean -time little of fr os te" 


ed and lefr for the moſt neceflary momentu-3 $ 
and fubflantlil things. <1 


di ny a. We" would execreite our ſelves ro Godlitiels 


ori 
fr 


ſly and conctrndty; which ' theſe fore. 
rels or implied Scriprure-exhorteations:;,"" Tas 
a eto entey in'at the ſtrart gate , to firfve as Ins 
3g00y :- To work out the work of our own falua-> 


$01 with fear and trembling: To run with patience® 
$2 "34ce ſet bifore us To do violence to the King=* 


mof:God, and to take it by for ce, Lec. obNopiTyY 
61d -forth-z we' ſhould be'/excreifed ro it af 


ken yp with it, as'a buſineſs of life and des + 
nd as that wherein erernal Salvation and d; 
gxcjon is concerned, 'as we are, or are not ſuits? 


bly exerciſed to Ir, 
-g-'We wauld exerciſe our ſelyes to Godbineſy I 


F neerely and fmply, withour _ Howed cradk, v1 


fer byiſs, as,” to be ſeen 'men;"to bee bs 
ved mÞcormended by them as godly perſona +. 
; in out exercifing of our (elves to Ly wes 


} hou not ſo much conſul our A ce ant 


& he Ten 


Ho 


| . ra : 
roy their DE Ae place , 


jof God; onde > enly = Ay 
ah omivantly infleenclog m 20nd foduRive ti 
, ' x exerciſe of Godliets 1 walk Wy 
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we-Lord to- Aby4bam; I was upright alſo brfoſ" 
him, ſaith David ; It's ſaid of Zecharies and E/MF} 
E xebetb, that they were both tighteous before God jif# 4 
© Wc ought (being commanded ) to perfeft bolid*.-4 
ts in the fear of God ; to endeavour to be filledſs* 
Ewith the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Feſug®** 
#Cbrift to the praiſe and glory of God 5 To do whetdÞ*! 
ever. we do to the glory of God; And we are told, 
+ that be 3s « Few that 3s one inwardly, and thetf« 
* Circumciſcon is that of the heart, whoſe praiſe is not 
© of men, but of God ; The very preyalency of ſel ou 


"ſeckipg and hypocrifie, not ro ſpeak of. thei 
 rejen and dominion of ir ( which is inconfifteneÞ®;; 
& with a gracious ſtate ) fs bighly diſpleafing ro theP! 
Lord, and is a greatly corrupting quality of. ourP 
E very beſt dutics and ations, and makes them to Þ# 
© link in his noſtrils ; and puts David ro cry (forÞ 

* aggravatipg his own fin) Thos loves truth #n the 
FInwerd parts; and from the fear of ir, to pray, Þ! 
Let my heart be ſound 1n thy Statutes, that 1 be not FY« 


Le{bamed :  Sincesiry is a8 univerſally indifpen- 
ible requiſite to_the whole exerciſe of Godlineſs, 
*and to the exerciſe of every part of It; we would! 
exerciſe our (elves in good carneſt to Gadlineſs in / 
| the.moſt retired, as well as in the moſt opew i 


| | 


- and publick.dutles ; as well when God ogy looks/ 
# on, as if all the world were . loaking on: Alas {F 
parka - | 5 gan yi and Fl 
; 20 recelye pravic trom, one. agorher 5 poory 
h me, bare, -£pty>. formal, and lifeleſs are ; mas; *. 
"ay of:our, ſecret: dutles of Worſhip ?7; Aud how: ÞY? 
i . and naſty (ro ſpeak ſo) are we'ln. them, // wy 
| while ay we endeavour In more {een- and ſoda + 
*datics, ro be-more neat, and In a;better dreſs, P? 
"and to have them more fine, fall and wee! Fo ' 
E g:3 | ny 
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befe 645; gps top much of. the hypocritigg 
- 4 charader; leg ble-on Usz WARGr is _ / 
504 $60 all to be ſeen of, mens y2 | - eo -5 7 YT... 
bolid;.-4+- We would exerciſe our: ſelves to. Godlineſs : 
Sledybtr ly; we would: bthave and quiet our: ſelves. #5 
eſufſneantd. childrens not exerciſing our ſelves in grtat 
berdpatters,.. aud in things too higb-.and wonderjul Jor* 
11s; nor io.chings that-are wichout our Sphear-? 
berhand: Line, . thar are alien from our place, Ration, + 
(calling, and icapacity. « we would think ſoberly-of 
Þur (clves, of our attainments in Religion,, of aoy 7 
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«l 
theſgitts, parts, endowments, and accompliſhments,” 
enefot any thing done by vs, and of any ſucceſs. inily, 7; 
het thinking of our ſelves above what 3s meet, ang | 
urſyhat we. ought to think; as knowing that we 73 
ro Iyant 2 great-deal more then we have : We would 
or Þe& ſober. in-our Judging and cenſuring of, othergy * 
be " ponucering that in many things we offend all;y 
y, #od fcarivg left while we behold Motcs la the 
of Kyes of cur Brethren, there be Beains found in © 
n- fur_ownp; and while we are too ſevere and rigid, 
5, ÞÞ our cenſurſng the leffer failings and  faults-of, 
d;Pthers, and giore eſpecially; of ſuch -. as we: ' 
re convinced - gre. 'traly. Godly. ,- -we be. 
Pot found taking undue Latitudes to our (elves.im- 
4 i ſe that are greater .and- groſſer ; patting the+- * 
& Chrifao 2nd diccrnng Ghariy for Croley, | 
92. SA an foe Charity | oy: 7 
s 5 nor blind ) they .are capable! of ; we wapld. - 
«//{bity and pardon thels;inficmicies,and. would bear -- * 
nc hand, and without ing, - juſtifying, or + - 
{aking.our-ſelves in'the leaft acceſſory to_tham; -: 
by. finful:-eonnivence on . the other -hendz and. 
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*fome leffer/things SHav'fentoved Trom A fourt”” 
” "dation of Religion, and whettin' judicious. 285 
| iger; and godly men may differ; wihour Mazardfy 
© Ibg ( «5 I ſaid) thelr Salvation, or marring chal * 
L gcceptance before God, as to'thefr religions path 
© formances, and without hurting the: peace of |; \ 
#Chufch, or obſtruRting their edifylng ani col; 
- fortable -Chriſiten-fellowfhip and converſe rope). 
® "ther, If the difference'be carried with fobrlery'k,, 
F 'there have been alwayes, and'will'rexdify be Hifll, 
-fach differences, till a} the' Godly bein Heaven; 
- Where they will be perfe&ly*of a piece, and'on 
© as Chriſt and his Father are one, without aty thay; 
* Feaſt differcot apprehenſion abour any thing 3 we, 
| Would blunt the fharp edge of our cenſure on'out|,, 
| (elves, and be amongſt the firſt that give” charlly be 
+ to bthers, where there is any ground for It;”qni b 
{- amongſt the laft that give charity to our (elvey[j,, 
Where there is norgreat ground : we would with-l}, 


d 


> gl{be ſober and moderart ifhthe ufe of all crearure«|j; 
þ comforts, r2joycing in them, as if we refoyted nats[1 
” etid mourtiiig for croſſes In thern, «s if we mourned|*. 
F wot; buying, as if we poſſeſſed Rot, and-yfing thit k 
| hoyld as not abifing it 5, not- ſuffering our felves 
| 1 be brought under the powty of any 'of them 5 Wel}: 
| would beſober and moderat in'our purſuing afcer & 
| "theſe things, fo our-iojaying of them, rhar we be|*: 
” portos much raken or xickicd | with them : nor : 

fe 


-. 160 mth grieved whenithep arc blaftediro vs, or 
+ eſte om tz we wald'be ſober thd'oderit | 


| Jefllee, and would yield and'cede for He quod p 
and edificarion of others, as far as rhe Word of 
'. God,aud agood Conſdence will allew us; ane 7 
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ply pre tells us, thar ir was grown to be # Provers® 
5 apPore his Countrey-tnen, 2/t babtas quittum tethegyl 
zarat2 Per 4 liquid, that thou mayeſt have a quier 
» chebl©, part with a part of chy right; we would 7 
£0008, all theſe wayes, and more. particularly this 2 
Wt Way, mak! our moderation hnown to all men, us © 
come Apoſtle exhorts, Phif, 41 for the Lord 3s at® 
rogi hand, fo righr al] ovr wrongs. Y 4 
epi. 5+ We would exerciſe our felyes to Godlineſy 
i a0" zerſally, we would not halve nor divide Jr, Þ 
Fat gefther be partial in fr; we would balk no -parg” / 
fir, nor af'ow our ſelves to vake orly by ' from © 
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s -xaÞDy Piece of irs exerciſe,” as It is called'for 5 we © 
| ul t have reſpeft to all Grds Commandments,” 'thas 
glee 92 not aſhamed; we would efirem all bis Comps # 


fell -naments concerning all things to be right, and 
I Mate ter) falſe way ; we would regard 10 iniquity 
229108 our bearts; we would' be holy .in all_ mori of 


$ «5hith tzon ; In our religious, © civIh, and in out 7 
Wa +10 natural aRlons, ſuch 2s rom: He drinkingy 3 
[11 all the duties of our general and particular'cals 2 


a Nfogs : we would be exereiſed to the whole of it; -- 
h 


fot only to the more cafie, but alſo the more_dif- * 
ro ficule, part of ir, vor only to the more ſeen, bur 4 
welWo to the more ſecret parts of ir; all graces -- 


er [ould be exerciſed, all dutles diſcharged ; all 
ys (COlruprions mertificd , all remprations reſiſted,” + 


nd, gll croſſes aud infli&ed 2fflictions ſulfably ;} 
” 0 3 we muſt vor be a/mof, but altogether Chre-" > 
1415, receiving whole Chrift, and giving our. » 
of (Elves wholly up and away to him, without reſerve”: 
for reverſion ; For if we be but «/moſt Chriſtians, | 
e [NE Wille bur. aloft (aved, 'and that almoſt fal9 > 


br 


{ation may, and certainly will, if rm 4 
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but a/meſ, reſolve In 19 Salvation, and in eterngcl(c 
>, damnation and deſtruction, 4 [tot 
E”. 6. We would exerciſe our ſelves to Godlineſdic: 
': Conſtantly ; we would rep Gods Commandments Cer! 
. Alwayes tven to the tend; we would (erve him jjc'e 
- VIgbteouſnrſs, and bolineſs without fear before him all 
* , the days of our life ; we would ſhew forth the ſang9'0t 
diligence, to the full aflurance of hope to the end " 

. we would continue with Chriſt in all his temptatime 
” ons; we muſt be faithful to the death, 3f we wouldMc 
F .. have the Crown of liſe ; we muſt endure to the end,| fa 
* "If we would be ſaved; we are never allowed , tg|'W\ 
forego this exerciſe, we have no diſpenſation|/N 
+ from God to abandon and ſhake It off at any time|'7- 
in any place, in any company, under any diſpens|/"i 
| fatſon of providence, nor in any thing. N 
- ,Acis muchto be bemoaned, lamented and weep. |'ſc! 
edover, {f it were, even with rears of blood, that| 8- 
precious Seripture-godliveſs ſhould: io. this wi.|'dl 
zhered and worn out, in this deeply declined and|t® 
dreadfully degenerated Generation, be not only, \s 
* fo much our of requeſt, but alſo ſo much 'depre- | 'Þ 
*- Clated, diſparaged and decricd, as if ir had quite| © 
* lofed fts true intrinfick value and worth,and were | ©! 
| 8s toſts exerciſe, forbidden by an audible voice | © 
|, from Heaven; the very form of It belong caſt off v 
by many, and the power of it denyed by moft. 4 
Can they on any jJuſtground, or reaſon, be judg- Y 
- ed to exerciſe themſelves to Godlineſs ? 1. Who | © 
 liveand ly fiill contentedly fn groſs and palpable | * 
+ fenorance of its nature. and of what goes to the | | 
| confiſturing of ir. 2. Who villfie, 'revile and re- / 
. 

| 


} proech.ic;, 3. Whoderfdeand mock it. 4. Who | 
| take up and otertain a ſecret hearr-picque and, || 
' prejudice at It, and at all that are ſerlonfly _ b 


" 4 
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erndciſed to It, all ſuch' belng's werrineſs and burden” 
to' them ;- howevef ſome may carry their S 
lineþdice'more ſmoothly and hand ſomly, and leſs dif 
men{cernably then others; $5. Who make no Coft-" "> 
m jſcience ar all of ſecret and Family-durles of Golds, 
» a{Worthip.'' 6. Who place all Religion and Gods-,2 
ſan$fivels in meer external performances of duty. 3 
end {( making theſe the Capitals, If nor the Totals of 2 
tatiÞtheir Plery) withour any regard to the Principle, 2 
oulfMotive, Manner, and End thereof, and in ab- Z 
end | ftaiving from the more groſs outward as of fin, 
, to]/withour any fertous confideration of the ſpiritiral 
jog|/meaning, and:broad extent of the Law of God. 3 
me,['7. Who never rake any notice of the Inward fiir- 
en-|'rings and workings of the corruption of thelr 
Nature, nor ever in the leaft cry our of them * 
pj ſelves as wretched and imiſerable on that accounts 2 
12e].8. Who if they mind any thing of Re at 2 
vi. | all, make i: their buſineſs, and po abour tt. only -* 
nd | to eftablifh tHefr own righteouſnels, and being 
fy.| Jgnorant'of the righteouſneſs of God, do nor ſub» © 
& | tit onto It, * 9. Who reſt ſatisfied with,” and fit ©; 
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te | down contentedly upon their own fancled, ſuffi- ! 
e | cient meaſures of Godlineſs,” withour defipning .: 
e | or endeayouring to grow, to make any progreſs, 
F | or further advances therein, or to negrors " 
, | dirions to thefr ſuppoſed atraſrinients 3 / as If what | 
« | they had were enough,and there needed 'no more, | 
» | and as if any thing beyond their fitinred and IE 7 
> | ited" meaſure were ſuperfluous niceneſs , and * 
> | unneceſſary preciſeneſs;. alrogether. diſconform 
to the many Stripture-commands concerning 2: 
growth, and adding one degree of grace toanos| - 
ther,”and cirryibg on holineſs to 'perfe&ion in | 
'he'fear of God3”*and'to the pradilce WER 5 
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© . poſtle (7 propoſed as 2 pariern for our imltationþy/ 
2 whoſe one thing it was'to forget theſe things. thilam 
= were behind, all his former.attaiameuts in Religh 
"0, and to.reech forth unto theſe things that wal 
| © before, which he had not yet attained; and "Ty 
- Preſs towards the mark, never allowing. himſelf. uf 
E” fir down, as 3f be had already attained, or witle 
- @ireeay perſeft, till he came thicher even to thaf{ary 


.. aſiection of holineſs that accompanieth the re{ha} 
& ſurrection from the,dead ; How appoſire applffoy 
* cation may, be made of theſe (ayings, , 493 360M iÞc 
- nolle fieri melior, hi deſanis eſſe banus; where thoyher 
E begins ro be unwilliog.to grow, better, then thodwir 
” Ccaſcit tobe gaod.; and qu. dicit ſuficit,deficitySon 
© he thar ſays = enovgh, and that he needs nqab] 
3 aJvrc Religion, . is cercaialy.ucregly. wancivg,. andt» 
| Qefcctive in ir, Concerping. all whom wez,majſthe 
” confidently. and withour, any. the. leaſt - breach oy} 
| baricy .:ffirm, that they, axe .nox- exerciſed tame 
. 'Godlinefs, according tothe. Scrſpture-delincariofley 


to 


| and deſcription of ir, by which is Is only cont 
tured (uch: - whicheſtrangement from, and. dif{y1 
| like of this bleſſed exerciſe Is: influenced by-ſomglye' 
” Oneor orher,or by all of theſe $ _ 3.By the praRth]th 
. cal. Ignorance and pobclicf of .che.; tranſcendeny] 
| worth, phone excellency.,,.and indiſpepfible[;h 
* neceſlity of It. _ 2. By, lecrer  underyaluing, thel ec 
E foefticnoble worth.of .thelc own immoral. Souls; | 
+ the loſs.whereof cannor be compenſed by.gaipIngh « 
4 Se whole world, and which .c:nnor poſlibly q 
| be ſaved withour Godlineſs , . without; which ny| ji 
Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 3. By their not realiybe] e 
© Heving cheic own utterly. ruined; loſt and with | o 


+ cone, flate _ by. nature, and. Hoc;. being , hlodly | 
3 rgucked IS at the tes with the, fall. 
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© Godly, -as intelligent ratlonal-Agents , for prof*" 
. oking and incouragiog them to ſerious diligence 
W@-che cxerciſc of Godlineſs hath in deep adorableft} 
; wildom fo ordered; the matter, that by, hls (ped® 
j Cl bleſfing ;on their diligence, . he 40% 23s. Cer. fn 
” talnly, if cotalſqas much firengthen and Increalgitt” 
” the ſtock, habit;aqnd principle of Grace and GodF® 
> Tineſs, as If cheir. own diligence and frequent ex f* 
—erclſc of as did efficiently produce that ſtreogth}® 

-,and-growth ;-And I ſuppoſe its in this ſenſe that wh 
 Divines are to. be underſtood, when they ſay,f®" 
© babitus inſuſi babent ſe ad modum habituum acquiſit* 
” $orum, that 3»fuſed babits are ſome way after theÞ<*< 
” Wenner of arquired ones: So that the complaines} 
= of ſuch may reſt on themſelves, as to this marrer, 

= they having ſo manifeſtly culpable acceſſion there-F t 
E unto by their lying ſo much by from this ſo ne« ht 
Fceflary and.proficable exerciſe : This being ſo. Þ 
= very certain, though a very.ſad truth, thar chere 
is with the Godly, eyen with the Godly fin, much f F 
- fin againſt the Lord cheir God, In being fo lictle, af 
* as becometh -excrciſed ro Godlineſs ; I: will nor-F* 
| be loft labour for furthering the lamentation o. 
ver it, to enquire a little, 1; Into the evidences [* 
= of it. 2; Into the ſprings and cauſes of it. 3. In- F** 
| 'to-the aggravations of its finfulneſs : And 4. Igto 
the great prejudices which they ſuſtaio by fr. Þ** 
_ Firſt then, as tothe evidences of it, alas! they ] 
are many and manifeſt , as 1, Little earneſineſs If; 
©+{n Prayer, or little Praying in Prayer,asthe word |, 
"is, James 53 Ve 17» Little c73ing 10 God night and. | 
* day foPrayer; little wrefiling with bim in Prayer; A 
| lirele ſtirring up to take bold of him therein; little, |: 
” continuing inftant i Prayer ; litcle holy Importa»: bg 
{ nity in that exerciſe ; little obedicrce given co. 
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Kinting, and praying without ceaſing: - Whielt*: 
” » ppoſeth, 1.” Our keeping ordinary ſcr-rimes* 
ſpe: ily for Prayer. 2. Our watching over, -an®' 7 
cer Mfiking in with all providentlal calls into, andy, 
-2(aportunities for the diſcharge of that duty, "ai 3 
-od $0 _ſerring times a-part purpoſely and extraor= - 
ex Foarlly, for Prayer with Faſting; according-to __ 
oth mergencies of more perſonal or private, or of ,* 
harÞore publick concern, 4, Our intermixing all _= 
ay, fur ordinary bufineſſes , and the duries of ours” 2 
i,$prelcular Callings with Ejaculatory Prayer , with © # 
th, Þequent turnings up ( as ft were ) of the Pll-+ 7 
nes $1ms blink ro God 3 whereby our ſpirits would © 7 
er | kept from wearing our, and growing carnal 
re-P them; whereby a ſpiritual frame would ” 4 
+. Fof in a good meaſure majintaln'd , and thele-- 3 
ſo Plngs ſome way (piriruilized unto us, and we the- * 
re iter diſpoſed for more purpoſed and lengehned 2 
ch {yer 3 The Lord having ſo dlipoſed thatthere'” ; 
le {© none, or but very few of our ordinary bufi-' . 
or Fffles bur they are capable of ſuch an intermix< 
o. Je of Ejaculations, without obſtrufting or pre» © 
«gs {*Aicing of them. And 5. Our endeayouring to 
1. F<<P our (elves alwayes In a praying frame, in 
o $od terms, and in ſpeaking-terms with God, 
.  Picting our ſelves, as it were, all along our ordls © 
y ry buſineſſes, movings, and dealings, by a ſpl »*; 
z- Pally ftritt and accurate walk for fellowſhip > 3 

ith God in Prayer,ſo as we may never be wrong -- ? 
Pat at for the aRual diſcharge of thar duty 3 ©. 
. tarding againſt, and keeping ar due diſtagce 
«from every rhing that hath the remoteſt tendency 
' {wards fnflucncing indiipoſition for it; ſtudy-" 
"Ws to be {o tender, that when we find our wh. . 4 
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hegln' to be vaio; roaving or extravagant- ſo ou, 
_thoyghts, to be impertinent or unedifying in ou? 

Wicourſc and communication, or to take any th&;, 
leſt. finful and-unſuitable-lati.ude to our {clves Il, 
E opr-praciice 3 we; may (2s it were ) be whilh 
4 Papcd in-che car; this,gay marc a praying fran 
£4 


; may obſirud both, liberty and acceptance. We 
© Prayer, and alio-a diſpoſition for ir; and chergh,* 
#Þy to be inſtanily frighted fromthe thing 3 which," 


= is. worthy of Chriftiazs who are called unto, ang 
Pprividged with fellowſhip with God in thatand 

> other duties of his Worthip z and would: makgf; 
' @-little. Heaven upon-Earth. , 2. Lictle ſpiritudſh, 
- watchſulnets, thouzh' a. duty much_ called fotf;.; 
P*frow, and'much prefled on us inthe Scriprurcs;f, 

” Liale warchiog over our hearts, and beeping think, 
with, or above, all kreping and diligence ; Little 

& watching over our choughts, that no vain ones be[,} 
: Iodged wichio us; lirtle warching over our words, 

© Thrle Jetting © watch at the: door of our lips, that nl 
F. Corrupt communication proceed out of our mouth , but 
that which is ſavoury;& well ſcaloned, that tends td, 
the uſe of edifying, and may miniſter grace to the bearaþ 
F-*ergy Lithe watching over our eye5 & other ſenſes, 
=. lire; bringing them wih holy Fob under the 
F : Bynd--of a Covenant with God , bur litcle conſch | 
ence made to ler as k were a Sentinel at the Port | 
For. Dor of cvery. Scnle, ſtiictly examiving all; 
& {necomer$;and- ourt-goers, . conce:ning their buſi-;þ 
nes; Lil watching over our aQions, little;[* 
” pondering thepath of our feet, looking narrowly that: b 
* ou” ſteps 9 074e:ea according to the Ward 5 Whence: - 
” Ir comes £0; pals. that we arc raſh and piecipirant]Þe” 
Þ. in many: of our. movings and aRings, and are con; 
" ſtcaiged+coreticat on them with, liccle (ailsfati- 
BE, | | - -. - ot” 
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Ss, and with many challenges, wiſhing we had% 


o 
"Men betrer adviſed,” more deliberar-and watch- 
ll; little watching-over our Dutles, how/they . Þ 
oo e performed ;* and--over [our ' Graces, how 
Wey are execrcifed,'* that we” thay be accords | -: 
yaffeRed ; Iirtle watching over all the ftlr- 

"wes, workings, and prevailings of our inward 

: Worruptions 'and Luſts,: over our eafily diftem=- - 2 

""Sering, and diſcompoſing Paſſions and Humors, © ® 

"Fat we may be ſultably afﬀfeRed; linke warch- ,* 
p over all Satans movings, by his many and + 
rious Temprations abour us, - living almoſt as *. 2 

Tcurely ofret, as if there were no Devil ſroav - ? 

"*"Sithout to tewpr, and no Corruption within ro” = 

Reſet the tentation;& as if we were in caſe toſay,. 

ih HolyJeſus, The prince of this world cometh} 

1 Mt be bath nothing in us;. Hence It is, that we' -& 
We'ſo much ignorant of bis dtvicer, andthathe . + 
frequently gets advantage of us 3 littie watch-+  : 
pl obſerviog all the movings of: Divine: Pro; 
Fdence about us, and ours, ordering :things fo, 
Fif he had ( to ſpeak fo with reverence: no=! * 

- Þog elſe ro doin the world;buc to look ro-poor: 3 
« 0d our concerns 5 whereby It cometh to pals: ; 
"Pur many precious providences are. elther keep», 

v from coming our way ( for he loves to work: 
ere he is obſcryed, and noticed ; and obſery-' 

_ Pie things readily befall them thac are givento' 
Polervation ) or clile eſcape our obſervation; 

Pd ſo we are deprived of many (weer, com- 

ce Ping, ard hearc-engadging diſcoveries and 

"at. 4921s of his render care, -and lovingkindneſs 5: 

n-.&God.is robbed'of the thankful ackrowledg-: 

4; wt-and Glory that is due to him on' Jccount of 

0,0" 3 Hereby alſo we bewray a great defect of: * 

_ > .. Spiricual - 4 


38 Spirlrua Wiſdom, which lyech much in accurgh 


= oſcrving, and ſultable improving of all occm h 


providences ; : a-Soul-feeding, fatning, ed 
fying and enriching exerciſe; as the experienghy 
of theſe who are acquainted with ir, and glvattler 
 tolt, aboundantly provesz hboſo 3s wiſe, ;i 
will obſerve theſe things, tven they ſhall underſta 
" the lovinghinaneſs of the Lord ; Pſal. 109. 
> laſt, I hope none will be fo incopſiderar, he 
-”- from what is diſcourſed here,about the obſeryiy 
- > Providences,to conclude that we jnrend 
either to make Providence the Rule of Dutyi, 
or to incourage any to owne: that as Dury whidfr 
atherwayes is nor, becauſe of (ome more (milinfher, 
Providences attending the ſame; or to diſcoufyg 
rage them in following clear Duty, becauſe Wh 
ſome more croſſeProvidences occurring thereltyer; 
3y. Little Meditation on God, and on his Laws 
on Spiritual and Divine  Subjets, though come 
manded in Scripture, aed particularly to. Zoſudhly 
whoſe imploy being Captain General of 60000] | 
- fighting men, was atrended, and that neceſſarhhur 
* . Iy with ſo much buſliaeſs, with ſo wany aver 
cations and diſtrations ) as not only compatihed 
ble with his greatly up-taking imploymenr,- bulþ of 
alſo as contributive ro the ſucceſs of It 5 So falffelg 
was it from being a let or impediment fo thaw, 
way thereof 3 though much praRiſcd by thahde 
Saints, as pamely by 1ſcac and David; ah 
though withall much commended in the Scripyth 
ture, and given as one great character of thiſkpjr 
| bleſſed man, Pſule 1. v. 2. &h! how lirtlewig 
'- how lamentably little Conſcience fs made of thildir 
E-  . Sublimely Spiritual and excellent Duty ? howille 
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, rarely is It premitied to Prayer? and yer Noh, 
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\ & The Epr(tile. Lane 1 239. 7 

Sitle are we challenged for the oml(fion of It + 
uigmparatively at leaft? a ſhrend evidence of 
ole delight in God, and in his Law, and of a 

nal frame ina great meafure. 41y. r_ 
"ts and conſtant followſpg after clearneſs, an 
Krance anent a ſpecial Intereft in God, from * 
aJyrobablliry to a certainty; I do not fay,that --: 

Kh clearneſſe and affurance is eſſential to, an& _ 

perable from the being of an Intereſt In him 

'.do I deny, but God may ſomerimes Soyve® = 
coaigoly, for his own Holy and Wiſe Ends with. 

id 2nd ſuſpend this comfortable cleatneſs, and 
dfurance from a Perſon that is in good carneſt 
linerciſed ro godlinefſe, and working our his own 
colflration with fear and trembling; bur this I ſays; 

e ar many Belſevers, and godly Perſons, throvght 

clerruptions of diligence, and dalliances with 7 
ols, and nor ſuitably endeayouring to have - - 

otter walk as an even-ſpun-threed of godlineſſe, 

my have, and ofcen aQually have a pgreay 
oogal of culpable acceſſion to rhelr own darkneſs, 
ſadur rhe matter ; further hr and clearneſs 
avereln might through Gods bleſfing, be ats 
pated- by a more equall, and conſtant 'exerciſe- 

- buſt of themſelves to Godlineſs. - 5/5, Llrtle days 
o fafelf-ſearching , and examination, Brtle | Com= 
) Willing with our beart-upon oxr beds 5 though come 
' tiinded in rhe Scripture, and praftifed by the 
nets recorded therein , and a confiderable 
cripFiing of the ſerious exerciſe of  Godlineſſe 
f riieſy Bugs acquainted with, and wel 
Irtlepled in the inowiedge of- thelr own Spiritual 
{ thildirſon, 8 in a capacity,to make an fntelliger 
diſtin& repreſentation, on all occafions of 
poſture of their Souls-affairs _—_ Gods 
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Mong humble under t e dajy diſcovetie#: 


radc to them of thelr finful faillings, and ſhort 
comiogs by that Self-examination; contribut 
bg tro mak2 neceſſary. Challevges for dayly conf® 
tracted guilt, frequent, freſh, and lively ; put® 
ting to ſee-much of the need of Chriſt, both:&#* 
to Righteouſneſs and SanRification ; helping 1@' 
dg him much day)y Imployment 3 contributÞ* 
ng to an high and precious efteem of him,as befſ© 
( 
\ 


fog found to be fo needful, uſeful and fiedabif} 


every day; putting on to the righting of thing 
that are diſcovered in the- ſearch ro be ami(#' 


and to be up at what is found to be defeRive at Ic 


ſhore 3 confiraining the Chriſtian ro ly ( asF" 
were ) conſtantly a bleatching, and whiteing &*: 


"tbe fountain opened to the houſe of David for ſin anf®* 
for uncleauneſs, ſo many foul ſpots being diſcore 


red,. to be drawn on every day ; belpg withallP" 
Dotable friend unto, and a furtherer of the (erſ®* 


* -. ous exerciſe of Repemance, and Self-loathing Pe 


4-moſt profitable, exerciſe, though alas ! bup® 
fittle time be taken for ic by many Chriſiian h 
as a diſiin& Duty ; there are but few that knoF'© 
where they leave in it with God in the eveninſ}f 
and where to begin in the next day, that givf 
ap accourts to him every night, and take dow, © 
from him _n&w dire&ions every morning. 61996 
Little : ſulrable,, watching over, and guarding c 
dgainft., our* moſt predominant evil or evil 
thence. it comes to paſs, that we are (6 frequen f 
4 worſtedby them, dragged, as it were, at theF 

kcels,: and thar-rentatſons to them, fo often ( | ” 
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-- a monner,.) wipe.their feer on, our. vecks: 2% 
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n,end kerptd my ſelf from wine iniquity, from the 
piquicic tharwas mine in a more ſpecial ently of as 


dy centations to which I was moſt frequently 3 
Jalred,and prevailed over; I ſet, ( as if he had .: 
id)the ſtrongeſt guard to themoſt eaſily aſſavl, * ? 
Sble8&moſt frequently aſſaulted piece of theWall, - 
d where the ttrongeſt aſſailants were,qly;Litle . 
poking to, wreſtling with, lamenting over,and +2 
Joaning under the inward ftirrings, workings, 
xd prevallings of Indwclling Corruption, 
4 when it doth not break out to the aber eng 4 
:#f Standers-by, ) as our greateſt Croſs and Af- 
AiRion, and the thing thar makes us reckon oug  ; 
Ives to be wretched, and miſerable above, mu 4 
Jeyond what any outward Aﬀiion or Crof: 
oth; ( as there is much reaſon we ſhayld on 
Dany accounts, it being the only Croſs that obs 
(rus fellowſhip with God, that makes diſho- 
ourable 'ro him, that marrs peace, thar defiles 
be Soul; that culpably indiſpoſeth. for Duty .-- : 
that makes ſcandalous ; and thar makes every os 
- her Croſs to become doubly a Croſt, ) as the 
Seat Apoſtle did, Rom. 7. v. 24. in whom the. ®? 
dy of death fo greatly groancd under by hlmg* + 
as more, very much more mortified, than itls . -; 
D moſt men living io the world, 8ly. Little fer- 
og of tines apart purpoſly, and extraordinar! 
© deal with God by Prayer; mournſng, bumf. 
S{tion, and faſting, that he would graciouſly 
\Meaſc tro take courfe with, and caft our ſome 
uſts that Chrifilans have. been for along time 
Fequently foiled by , and have had bur little ſuc- _ 
,* els, 25, to any conſiderable vifory* obtained 
- er chem; eſpecially conſidering that fuch De- 
*; l#:of- (trongLuſfis and Cortuptions avt' wot raft | 
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- . ence made of ſpending our time profitably, ani 
> with Spiritual Frugality ( The only thing, (fa) 


. one ) wherezn avarice or greed is bone(ſt ) Little 


'- Waiting all the dayes of our appointed time till o 


change come ; Little ſerious dealing with God-byl 


Prayer, that he would texch vs ( effeRually? 
20 number our dayes that we may apply our bearti 


t0 wiſdom; toilmprove aright, and to the beſye 
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advantage every piece and portion of our rimeſ 


which Is all precious, for all of which we hay 


work, and for all of which we muſt be countablef 


'tohim; ah! the maln unfilled-up vaculties an 
blanks that are in the Compt-Book of our Life 
many things of the day have not been done | 
their day, the beautiful ſeaſons of many Dutle 


have been ſuffered to paſs by without due im 


provement ; ah ! how much, how very mud 
of our precious ſhort and uncertain time have w 


Trifled away unprofitably ? which ſhould be foi 


# Lamentation: - Theſe are a few of the mar 


evidences of this ſad Truth, that many of the 


- _ Godly are not with ſuitable ſcriouſne(s exerciſe 
' to Godlineſs: from the contraries of which, w 
may know (o many marks and evidences of Pe 

ſons ſultably exerciſed to Godlineſs. 


As to the 2d. thing, viz. The Riſes, Spring$ 
and Ceuſes of it; Amongſt others, we may takglt 


orice of theſe, r. It hath no doubt jrs Riſe 


from. a great remainder of un-ſubducd Averfionf 
from, ,yea, antipathy with, and enmity agalof 


the ſerious aud ſedulous exerciſe of Godlineſs Ft 


- 213, From a ſtrong natural propenfion, and inf 
ron to werrie and tyre of well-doing, off 


” 


equal. agd conſlant exerciſing our ſelves the 
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nfciphich Chriftlans are frequently called: in the 
andcripture to be upon their Guard agalnfi :{ 3ly; *. 


ſays may ſometimes jn a very ill frame of Soul, and 
{trig der. much diftance from God, proceed from 
! ou inadvertent, indeliberat, ſecure and: careleſs 


wbufing of our lighr anent- that precious. point of . 
Frath greatly contributing to/ the Support, -and 
zomfort of deeply exerciſed Souls, diſpoſed to . 
he much troubled, and diſcouraged, becauſe of 
heir ſmall meaſures of Grzce, and little: growth 
@ir; to wit; that the leaſt meaſures, and lows= 
I-degrees of true Grace are ſavings and- that 
hey - ace the receiving, imbracing, cloſing, ad» * 
Ifegering, and relying Ads of Faith, of, with, to, 
e ſgnd on Chrift, the ObjeR thereof, that are the 
Sufilfying ARs of ir, and che proper condition 
imbf theCovenant of Grace ; and not the Aﬀts of... 
theZFaith of evidence and aſſurance : And: from”... 
ering our ſelves to. be tempred, almoſt ro fir 
pwn here, 'without that diligent labourlag aftes 
owth that'srequifir, and-withourt ſhewing forth 
'as we ought: ) the ſame diligence to the full aſs 
$7 ance of bepe to the end ; and roo much lifiniog 
werough laziacfs ro theſe deceitful, enchanting, 
ergewicching, and ſelf-pleaſing infieuations and 
egeſtions, you would ſpare your ſelves alittle, 
nggou necd not always be: fo hard: at work; and 
zk@nce there" is ground to think that your-ſtate is © 
I(eufe, -and that you are-fomewhat ſwattered and: 
joefreftled our of the perplexing fears, and doubts 
onſShich you were once ip, about the Salvation of / 
{s Four: Souls, you may now take you a little caſe; 
ingod ſomewhat, as jr were, ſlack your: girths, 
wherein: ;:wharever Truth, may! poſſibly, im 
_ \reſpet he, yer:the:debigy by the _— F 
= 4 0 
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* bs manifeſtly to make Negligent,Lazie atid SIothjf 
©» foly ):allthat are Godly, are nor 'c<qually ex:rhge 
+ cifed to Godlineſs; all for the Salvation of whoſ,' 
Souls -Blefſed Jeſus was . pur to fo much orgy; 
Sou[-rravel and toil;-are not at the like, anda 
fame degree of Labour and diligence, in workny 
lag out their own Salvationz O! dreadful an&1iy 
 dereſtable whiſpers and Suggeſtions, ( confidetfee 
'” , Ingrtheir tendency ) and to be fled (rom , with 
' Abhorrency, and horrour ; yet the remainder 
In-dwelling Corruption , and of the deceltfulhe, 
E . heart in the Godly, when at diſtance from Godye| 
'- andinan evil” frame, ( as I ſald;: ) may liftegyh 
 fomewhar, chough- not without ail reluRariogyf 
ani firugling ro ſuch Siren.fongs, to ſuch cruehyy; 
* - Suggeſtions, though paliiated with the ſpecioug 
pretext of kindneſſe and compaſſion; which yeh 
. wil afterwards, when refle&ed on, in a bertcyef] 
* , frame, cauſe great ſorrow of heart; .and wakeay 
| old fears,and make old wounds bleed, and ſmarfng 
-., afreſh; nay, ir may be make the truth of a gray 
| clous ſtate to be as much as ever  doubtred-ofhr 
and cal'e& in queſtion ; rhis would be (poked 
” heard of, and read with much fear and tremy, 
= . bling ; O! the deſperat wickedneſs, and deepyir 
Þ. "yea, urknowable deceit of the heart, even injv![ 
# the Godly, in fo far as it is unrenewed ;. happlejiy 
- they whom God graciouſly keeps from the ſadyſ | 
and deplorable experience of this ; but thereſyy, 
© , are, doubtleſs ſuch, who-arc thus tempred, and 
Bot without all ſucceſs, for a time at leaſt ; Of 
| fad!:there muſt ſure be ſfornerhing more then 
- . - ordinary, that keeps ſeveral Chriſtiavs:from be-Jh;/ 
'F — ſeriouſly, equally; and conſtantly-exerciſ-Iy 
-. gedtoGadlineſs; az others are; try, try; and:ex*fhre 
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letter, through the blood of Feſus Chy: that cleanſ= © 
vithth from all fin, and ſuch Saggeſtions be: fo 
r dfyer run from, as we would run away from the . 
fulDevil, and be avoided , and rejeRted with'the -: 
IOdheſpht of abhorrency, Get thee hence Satan. 47-483 
ReFhis may have it's riſe, from our being too much > 
toguflicd about, exerciſed ro, and taken up with 
ruthy any things, as Godly Marthe - was, / for which - 3 
outhe is ſharply checked by our Lord 3 we are ni. +? 
YeQurally diſpoſed to make many-things more news 2 
ttcieffary, then God hath made them, and to ex- 
Kauſt ihe firevgth of our thoughts,” cares, affetthÞ - 2 
ns - and - endeayours about the things cf this - ©? 
yorld,and to reſerve but a ſmal pittance of then, 
Þdricthe one thing neceſſary, ( our Spirits. belngy 
bar'finlt, ſo that we cannot at 'the ſame thne b&T 
Brent on different things ) we are often rake" 
hich difempering firs of the old diſeaſe and. 
holly, Spending our labour ſor that which 'doth not © 
pletroft,” and onr monty for that which" is not bread, © 
ad; part, forſaking God the fountain of living was * 
ereftirs - where the Comfort and 'SattsfaQtion runs. 
odSyureſt, cleareſt, freſheſt; iweeteft and firongeſt, 
; OlInd with Toil and Labour, though bur loft la- 
enYour ; -digging to our ſelves broken ciſfterns that can 
be-v/d no water 3 In part, geddive about -to (tek 
cil-Bove, and wearying our ſelves in dolog ſo; fn- 
xXordinate and cxceſl.y: love ro the things of the + 
[7 NN Bs - world. ;; 


| world, which: did ſometimes reign, and had thin 
+ Dominion, now and- then, alas / prevails ; andgf 
that whicbis the Dearh-lil of unregenerat world, 

* Jy men, becometh ſometimes the ſore diſtemper{g, 
» diſeaſe, and fickneſs of the Children of Godlhc 
* &ly. It may have ics riſe fo not a few, from thelghy 
Ing ſo lictle jn fellowſhip with, .and io the ſe{p\ 
glous obſervation of ſuch Chriſtians, as are moſliſx 
Alligently exerciſed to Godlineſſe, that workffe 
hard eft, at the great work of their own falvatiffe 
-  on,; from being little with them, in Dutles of j; 
©. Murual edification ; The great ſeriouſneſs, dilif, 
0” See, tenderveſs, and livelineſs of ſome Chri4h 
-/ tans, is through Gads bleſfiog, a mighty ſpur], 


gz. » 


of excitment, and provocation to others; They} 
© hat dwell under ( thriving and growlog ) 1fra-| 
- fs ſnaddow: ( As iris Hoſe 14., 7...) Reurn and]. 
F- Tube as the corn, and grow .as the vine, andiheq 
' ne thereof 3s as the wine of Lebauan ; Behold} 
WW 1[ſ7ael and. 7udah work up one.another to 
g.excellent, and moſt defirable frame, and toſ 
ach ſeriouſneſs, renderneſs and livelineſ in thef 


» o 
4 , 
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Eexercile of Godlineſs, Zerem, 5o: v: 4, 5. and} 
*>=Thriſtians are patherically exhorred to provock| 


Kan we rm ws 2 Hd &t wy hat et: ©): 23 


=, ©nc another (.cven as. in a paroxcyſme ( as the 
; : *word bears | )- ina heat and agonle of holy ſiriv« 
© - Ing and contending /) to love and good works, 
” Atb. 10. v. 24. Lictle of rhe Communion of}; 
Szints,. and-lirtle delight to be in Duties of mu-þj , 
” tual edification with (the rendereſt, is, ( as I 
E . *fJald } aconfiderable cauſe of our being o littleſ'; 
| exerciſed to Godlineſs ; but Alas! - here js the, 
 AIamentation, that when we are much worn out 


"= © 


"of ſeriouſneſs, and fallen by. our ſelves, when 
ge haiter, and grow lazic,there is a great ſhy. |, 
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dihipat \s be mth, iy, the complng 
5 anet-ſugh who foal bold the GOAT CONNEEIERE 
orldlour.Gde. and wopld by (heir ferloufre SET 
oper derneſs be” always reproving us, Jogging our'el.”3 
odiog, chopping us up, and. drjving, us foiward; > 
thelgve would = 4/08 ſomuch the more croſs our > 
ie ſeJown averſarion in ſuch a Caſe, & in ordef to-our”Þ 
motTrecovrery, reviving, and dcipg provocked to more .* 
WOrifferiouſneſs and diligence, be moyc frequently in 2 
vatiFfellowſhip with ſuch ; where, God commands, the 
es ON þ{e/ſ;ng., Gly. It may haveilts riſe in part from noe”. 
dillF(ajrablie conſidering, how few are ſaved, and 
hr how difficultly theſe few are ſaved ; . with hows? 
[pu .much adoe, with what working at, and working=: 
Jf our-their own Salvation, and that with. fear and”: 
fa trembling, they are ſaved ; what hard and fore} 
414). Labour the moſt eminent of the Salnrs have been *: 
the puerto in this matter; a famous inſtance whereof,.-: 
Ids]. we have In the Perſon of the Apofile Paul, who: 
' to propoſeth himſelf, as a Patern to other Chriftl- 1; 
tof ans, 1Cor.9.towards the cloſe, whom while he ex». 
hel. horts ſo to 7%n, 45 they may obtain, he (ayes, tf 
od}. fo 141 rot as uncertain, Io fight , not Us beating: 
cl the air, but1 beat down ny. body, and keep it 3» 
he "ſubjeftion, &c. and, elſewhexe, . btrein do It 
Ive erciſe my ſelf, to have always 4 conſcience void of - 
Gl offence towsdrd God, and toward-mn: and one = 
off :þ;ing 1do, forgetting theſe things3hat are bebind, © 
UF and reaching ſurth unto theſethings that are b [es kb. 
I | Fpreſs: towards the mark, for the price of the bigh - 
eb calling Joe in Chriſt - Jiſus 3 The righttogs. are - | 
7 ſcarcely ſaved, Irs not withour. great diffeulry, 
n= they hive nothing over, nothing to ſpare: the -- 
ay: Seripture, nor the* Saints  thereJn recorded ac- 
: |; knowledge no works of Supererogation, BO'Ot-- | 
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_exhortation of the Holy :Ghoft, by the. Apoftte 4 


'Apolſtle,' 2: Cor. Chap, 5s. v. 9. To fay , mbert- 


& 5. oh ">" og! ST po” pa "4 
| difnberes; to the: grear prejudice, ahd/politpout 
ing” of the!vne- thing: niceſſary; and from") viow 
Ittlefo'the lively hope and expeRarion of chaſe ® 
mew heavens, and of that new tarth wherein dwelk © 
Ceth rightrouſurſs ; which would make us purix © 
horre. cloſely and pungently,' with a ſort of Ap# 1 
_—_ to our own Conſclences, If theſe things maſs 
e diſſolved, what manner. of perſons ought weth © 
be in «ll boly converſation and godlineſs'?] And:'ivg 2 
Jften atrenrively, and concernedly to'thar grave 


"Peter, 2 Ep. Chap. 3. v. 11, and 14.7herefore, 
beloved, ſeing Je look ſor ſuch things, be dilipemts 
{ or-make haſte, uſe all diſpatching in'your work 3 
withour delaying or dallying o7sSa;a7s ) thee © 
ye may be ſound of him in peace, without ſpot, ' ang 
blameleſs; And withall, from few ſerious thoughss 
of putting off this tabernacle, and diflodging,from © 
Hrtle lively believing, looking and longing for # 
an houſe" not made with hands; from little longing * 
to be abſent from the body, and preſent withtheS 
Lord, which would. pur us in a capacity: with the 3 


fore wt labour, that whether preſent: ox:abſtnt, me # 
"may bt accapted of him; Þ1oT1uuusta, we loveamd + 


covet ir as an honcur, O great honovr !"Obleſ, ® 
-fed Covetouſnefſe and Aﬀbirion! '9/y. Io:may, ? 


*B 
OY, 
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as toſoine at leaſt; 'Have irs riſe from little ferf- 1 


| 'of the morning of our days we ſquanderedaway,, | 


Courſes by which: we are doubtleſs called ts 
work the harder; to fer down” our 
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"ous confidering and 'reficAing nupom how: mach 7 
withour minding, or making for our: preat.work; 
How long we were yocking 3. how Jong Itwas 
'©re Wwe'were ſtarted to our Chriſtian Receand 
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Far: the-faſter,-10-call- chick, and 40 [make-the| (a 
Lquicker-diſparch, : even to- double-our- diligence; | 7 
and to do violence to our former. negligences | Þ 
” hearing that word: of the Holy Ghoſt, by the A- | [1 
| Poſtle ofcen ſadly and ſhrilly ſoundiog fn our ears; | T 
+ The time that zs paſt of your life may ſuffice you, to tt 
have been Idlc and out. of Work; the time fs | #! 
ſhort, the tazk is Jong, caſtrgimus ergo mores > | © 
mores, Let us therefore mend; borch our manners z 
and our pace, let us corre&, not only our- de- | P: 
rement, but alſo our delays: . :1oly,:It. may tl 
 havelrs riſc from little ſulrable uſe-making of Je- | 7 
| ſus Chriſt, 45 made of God ſanfification to. his | 1 
- -People, As the frong and mighty one, on whom | $ 
their beip 2s (aids as a green Fir-tree from who | © 
 \elitbezr ſruitis found; by whoſe abiding. in them, | © 
| andtheirs in him, they are made to bring ſorthmuch | V 
fruit, without whom they can do nothing 3 3n. whom | 3 
they have righteouſneſs and ſirength; and in whow | 
F t bath pleaſed the Father that all ſfulneſs ſhould | * 
dwell, and on this blefſed deſign, that out of his | | 
ES. frlineſs they may receive, and grace jor grace; and | \ 
* through whom ftrengthning them, they may be able to | © 
oo oft things; All things called for from them in | | 
point of Duty, in that manner and meaſure, that | f 
> ' they may humbly and confidently expe& Gods | \ 
* approbation abd acceptation on his account : and | * 
from little holy «kill 8 dexreriry in improving, | ; 
1 

#1 

( 


and making uſe of the Covenant of Grace, of che || * 
-__, Covetant of Promiſes, wherelnhe hath gracloufly ? 
engadged himſelfro make-waiters on him, tore * 
new: their firength, or change their ſlrength; to © 
make his abſting Grace to be as a change of ſo * 
many freſh Poft-horſes attending them at every * 
n,: and Srage of their Chrifiian Courſe and 
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| ;Journey-towards Heayen, to carry them tho we | 
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: bs | fey may walk up and down in His Name 5. th work 
&+ | all their work in them. or ſor them; to:work' in 


| ents and do them; In effeR,all called- for- Duties 


þ | we are called, eſpeclally;zo harder Daties, 0: 


11n | to more difficult pieces of the exerciſe of Godlis' 2} 
12; | neſs,we fa]) abourthem in our 0wn firength, and} 5 
14 | to pump for it at our own: hearts(which.is but as 2 
it. were to ſeck for hot water under cold Ice; } 
14 | where miſſing ir, we are ready to be diſcourags/ © 
to | ed, and tolye by from our workzas if it were am: 


In | utterly ImpraQticable and -impoſſible bufineſſe, 
forgetting whom we ſerve, and. according to 


<4 | as a Coveeant of Works, which is a ſevere ora- 
p | ver of our Duty, but affoords no firength'ro-en-» 


able ro pay It, but under grace, under the-Coves 
nant of giving grace; O! if we were-once right» 


- great practique, and holy Knack ( roſpeak fo ) 


; of the praQtice of Religion ) avd knew more ex, 3 


4 


0 

| perimencally what it were to ſerve God, and'to 
F 

{ 


e: | not faint, walk and not weary, | ate to-mount ui. 
With eagles wings, even io a great-meaſure tex: 
A- | ſurmounrt the higheſt avd moſt inſuperabie-like: 7 
r5; mountains of difficulties that are in_the. wayiof+ : 
to | their Doty ; to ſtrengthen them 3n the Lord, that: 


ot» 


ers | Fhem both to will and 10 dog according to'bis goods a 
le- | pleaſure z to. put bis Spirit within them, to Cauſe , © 
ay them to walk in bis ways, and to kerp his judges? ©: 


aſs | Iye in Promiſes in this well-ordered Covenant” + 
J... & faithful 3s be that calleth,and will alſo do it:We 4 


x | alas often in our praiſe. turn the Covenant! 
», | of Grace, intoa Covenant of Works; and (whey |! 


3s | what Covenantz That we eve not under the Law,'' © 


ly arted here { which - is the great myſtery, the: 


exerciſe our (clves to Godlineſſe on-the caſt and- F 
, {| expenſe ot his own Grace, and with ag eyes 


N 


| ——_ . The'F it b + 9 XJ "—_ mo "oF wy "ny 
"promiſed-and evretaticed Faraitire ; 'we mighr [I 
Ha: work borth*much'and well ; we might abound 
Falways io the Work'sf the Lord, and be cheer- 
* full in ir; whereas, when we do otherwiſe, ie | 
- takes but hard, - heartleſs and heavy Labour, ir | 
E makes us both weak at our work, and-ſoon weary 
of ir: from the contrarſes of all which we may 
gather ſo many notable helps to the exerciſe of 
” Godlineſ(s.  -- | 
As to the Third thivg, to wit, The aggravati- 
© 0v3: of the [inſulneſs of this ſin In theGodly,their nor 
| being ſuitably exerciſed ro Godlineſs ; there are |an 
b- theſe among others. x.That they have a Stock-of | 
| habitual Graces given them, a principal of God- | 
lines implanted in-their Sou's, diſpotiog them to 
* theexerciſe of it, which unregenerat men have 
# mot; to whom therefore all, even the moſt | 
* preſſing exhortations to exerciſe themſelves to 
{ Godlineſſc, are ſome way, but as the ſpurrings, 
” and prickings of a dead b-aſt, till this principle |©: 
© of Godlinefs be implanted in them ; though yer | 
when he'pleaſeth, he can convey the ſame, in, | 
* andby rhe means of theſe 'cxhortations, making 
* them thereby ſenfible of the firength they have | 
” Jofed; and of the inability. ro work, that they 
+ "have ſinfully conrrat<d 5 I grant theſe gracious | 
habits. and principles cannot att, and exerciſe 
-— themſelves, till they be ated and drawn forth 
-re:exerciſe, by the influences of ſupervenſenr;, 
 a&ually aſſiſting Grace, yet the Perſons priviledg- 
' ed wich them, are In near - capacity to exerciſe 
| them; and fare fts both a ſin and a ſhame for 
\ them thar have ſuch a principle of Godlineſs, not 
 tObe ſuitably exerciſed to Godlineſs, to them |: 
” that have a power, and abillty to work, _ 
0157 5.4 0 4, 3 - 11%." BaYC 
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[In them; that they are taken within the bond af * 
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. [rlenced the ſweer Peace, and Soul-ſarhfations 


have often. been made ſadly to ſmarr,” under afe . 


bands, v1 
* 8% 


working. 2ly, Ir is an aggravation; of this fig © 


the Covenant, of Grace, that hath ſo weny Pra» :: 
miſes for encouraging, and enabling them-to-.. © 
heir work, and to the ſerious exerciſe of Godli>- . 
jeſs, (ſeveral of which were but juſt now touch» 
edat. 31y. This is in them an aggravation of It, 
that they have now and then, more or leſs expe- 


that reſulteth, and ariſerh from ſultable-Jaboug,  ? 
and diligence in the work of the Lord, and'from 
the ſerious exerciſe -of Godlineſs; they have  : 
found,: that ſuch- labour was notin vain in the 7 
Lord, that it was all, more then aboundavely re- 
compenſed, even ſometimes in one Duty,1n one. 
hour, in cne -half, or quarter of an hour, and . 1 
they made to think, that all their Labour was * 
well beftowed. gy. This aggravats it, that they *; 


fition, and otherwiſe, for being ſo .little cxer- 
ciſcd to Godlineſs; O! what fharp challenges, 
and accuſations of Conſcience hath this awaken- 
ed on ther ? and what bitterneſs hath it brought 
them under ?. $5ly. This is. an aggravation of it, 
that they have frequently, in their moſt retier» 
ed, ſerious and' ſedate thoughts, judged: then 
fingularly happy,. and have bleſſed them Jn chelg _ : 
ep heerre whom they: have obſcryed. .to, | 
moſt icrioyſly , equally and conſtantly exerciſed 

ro Godlineſſe, and moſt buflied in working out 
their own Salvation, with the greateſt meaſure 


 tvery dcfirable,. what ever was .their. Lot. ip the *: 
be . in \ſuch, 8 Cale, 


of. fear and trembling ; looking on their. caſe..as 


World, and. covctlog., to 
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-- *though they ſhould be waited with all theiresx 
{ FEernal crofles , inconvenient 'and incommodinggre 
* 'elrcumftances. 6/y, This ks an aggravation ofLu! 
Jen 'them, that they have often reſolved, purs/rul 
| . Poſed, promiſed and'engaped ro the:Lord; thaſwo 
, - they ſhould'through his * Grace, 'be more thehjb«1 
 -ever diligent, and [aborjous in thair main work [fs/! 
| and beyond Whatever they "exerciſed rojfir 
. Godline(s; to which Reſolutions and Ingage-|J! 
- . ments they yet run croſs by their frequent inter-|Cb, 
|. _ ruprions of diligence in, and vacations from thi) ſel 
> blcſſed exerciſe, | | 5. ta[ffe 
- - As for the Fourth, to wit, the Prejudiceswhich|.thi 
| they ſuſtain, and the Diſadvantages they: are at| &1 
thereby, they are very many, and very great'z} m: 
Whereof theſe are ſome ( for who can recount| cu 
them all? ) Fzrfl, ir ofcen brings the truth' of| w: 
+ their gracious State, and the reality of their| he 
 - Godlineſſe under queſtjon and debate, and ralf-| At 
| - *eth a'miſt of Doubts, Fears and Jealoufies about| 
| The ſame, and indecd- jt's not unſuitable to the| ly 
Wiſdom, Holineſs and Jealoufie of -God, that| an 
ſuch Lolcerers, and lazic Lycrs.by, in ſo great | ſe] 
A mea(ure in this exerciſe, ſhould'be thus chafilf, | kn 
-- ed and puniſhed, 2/5. Ir brivgs them to much| tr: 
+ Spiriryzl Poverty; even as ir: were'to- a piece of | kr 
Bread; it is in'a meaſure, the language of their | jr 
lazie prattice and'pofture, 41; tele ſlumber, a little | th 
Nletp;and @ little folding of the bands tb fleep,and | A 
this brings on their want and poverty as 4 travel» | aj 
tr, and libe an armed man 3 as the hand of the di= | th 
tigent maketh rich, ſo the flothſul ſoon come to Po* | ti 
erty; and be becometh poor that 'dealeth with « | 
ſeach band : as the ſoul of the diligent is mage fas, | a 
# the ſloathſull mai is cloathed with raggs. oo 


= 


-*; du nd has. i» 
.- as Ko . IT". OY TEA 
£ : gn FE p 
<2 Med , PT Ce 3.4"; " Fn fn 
1M Fo ©. os I We tad 5 : 
$958 I 50M nee he 8 


es | | Is Spiritual 
inp 


0 


F 5 Pg, En th 


Sloathfulneſs 


X 4 4 Wh" . « "7 
A ” > - 4 
es 2 $$» 
- xa 


rk Ifull (ball be under tribute. 4ly. It greatly obs 


| coſfiru&s grouth, and progreſs in Godlineſs, end Þ 
pe«Je (hall go forth, ( ſayeth the Prophet Malachy,. * 


er-|Chap. 4. to wir, to your Work, beſtirring your 
h{z)ſelyes roit ) and ye ſhall grow up as calves of the 
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ſtall, then ſhall ye know. if ye follow on to know 


makes the exerciſe of Godlineſs the more diſh. 
culr, and the many impediments that lye in the 
way thereof, the more hardly ſuperable;; It's 
here with the Godly Perſon, as ir is with ant 
| Archer, whoſe Bow, when hes long out of uſe 
'of ſhooting grows hard on him, and Is not fo eaſt» 
ly drawn, as when he fſhoors more frequently, 
and ordinarly; and as ir is with a man, that 
ſeldom hauvts a way, that Is not ſoon nor cafily 
known, even by them rhat have ſeveral times 
travelled it ; it thereby becomes the harder ro be 
known by him, and rhe more fearfull, whereas 
ft grows eafie, couthfome, and pleaſant to him 
that frequently paſſeth through It; the words of 
Apoſtle, 2 Pet. 1. v. 10, Tt; Are. admirably 
appofit to this purpoſe, Therefore the rather, bre. 
-thren, give diligence to make your calling end tltcs 
tion ſure, for if ye do theſe things, ye ſhall ntver fall; 
'for ſo an entrance (hall be miniſtred to you abound- 
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makes them Ins © 
reat meaſure, as ir were, tributary ro' thelr $ 
[Lufts, whereas the hand of the'more diligent * 
ure{rule over them; If we may thus far allude to 
1a|words of the wiſe man, Prov. 12. V. 2 . 
1eajband of the diligent ſhall bear yule, but the flvath= + 
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the Lord, Hoſ. 6. They ſhall runto and ſro, antl 
knowledge ſhall be increaſed, Dan. 12. $ly. It 
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' antly into the evtrlafling hingdom of our Lord and 
and Saviour "Feſus Chriſt; Your diligence* ſhall = 
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# Through Gods bleſſing make yout way and etjjrel 
» France . to the Kingdom, Patent, Pleaſart anno! 
+ eaſily pafſivle. - 61y, It notably hurts, weakendeſs 
* and darkens the lively. hope of Heaven, and ofthe 
Þ the Glory of the Lord, as. may be clearly-gatherqgor 
"cd from the mighty influence that ſerious dillfBot 
gence hath on the clearing up, and firengrhningre! 
+ of the ſame, Shewſorth ( ſayeth the Apoſileff (a 
- Heb. 6,v.11.)the ſame diligence unto the full dfſury8. 
ance of hope to the end; And when he Is ſpeakingGo: 
{ of the hope of the Reſurreion from the Deadfſo 
| Ads 24. v.15. he ſubjovns, v. 16. 4nd brrezmba; 
” do Ftxerciſe my ſelf always,to have a conſcienciiags 
= wid of offence toward God and toward men ; in-ent 
- figuating thar, as. thar hope influenced his dill4þy 
” gent exerciſc, (o It had a reciprocall influence onjunj 
his bope ;.and when towards the cloſe of hisGo 
Courſe, 2 Tim..g- v. 7. he hath given us a moſtjace 
Tweet account of ls ſingularly - ſcrious diligencelhis 
In the exerciſe of Godlineſs,.. 1 have fought 4 goodjne! 
' fight, 1 bave finiſhed my courſe, Thave kteped thepa! 
ith, He ſheweth v.8.what a mighty ftrozk that [thi 
had upon his hope,end benceforth there 75 laid wþ|all 
\ Jor me « crown.  7ly. It's If not preſently attends |gri 
- £d, yer at leaft one time or another, followed[|ric 
- - With many bitter Challenges, and galling Accul-| 
= ations of a guilty Conſcience, when refle&ed on,lyr; 
 -more eſpecially, jn ſome notable ſtrait and difli-jy1 
- culty, then, - then, even the Godly are made 
to their coft, to know that ir js a bitter and evilſae 
” thing, that they ſo far departed from the Lord, |, 
 and.that his Fear was fo little before their eyes, 
t tohold them cloſler at their work, the exerciſe of 
= :Godllneſſe. By. It provoks the Holy & Jealogs ſs 
God, .utider their vacations (rom this bleſied 
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etfreſfe, to-ſhape our'to them Tn his Providence, * 
annore unpleaſant, more ſad and imbltrering,” ate 
rendeſs profitable exerciſes ; will ye nor; "ſays he br 

1 ofthe matter tothem, be prevailled with, ro hol 
1erqgou cloſſely and confiantly at the exerciſe 6 
11[Godlineſs ? I ſhall exerciſe yon to purpoſe; but . 
fingircle ro 3our comfort and farſsfaRtion'; Bicauſe, 3 
ilef faith the Lord to his profefing People, Deuts, 
Tarps. v. 47, 48. Thos (erved'ft not the Lord thy 
ing6od with joyjulneſſe and with gladneſs of beart, 
adifor the aboundance of all things; therefore this = 
tinbalt ſerve thine enemies which' the Lord ſball fend © 
nchegainſt thee in hunger, and thirſt, and 'nabeaneſs; © 
in-end in want of «ll things; Thvs the ttulyGodly may - / 
Ilidby proportion be dealt with : How manly fad'and 7 
 onjuapleaſant picces of exerciſe were-earved out'ro 2} 
hisGodly Davzd, in his Perſon and Family, on the + 
oftjaccount of his Vaking, and lying much by, from, * 
1cejhis wonted (ſeriouſneſs in the exerciſe of Godlls, 3 
codineſs? he is a jealous God, and' will, though he ? 
theſpardon his people their iniquiries, and hear 2 
2t ſthem, yet tabe vengeance on their inventions: from 
#Þ all which we may eaſily garher the 'contrary, % 
d- [great advantages, that would atrend ſuitable fe=* } 
ed|rjouſneſs in the exerciſe of Godlineſs, * © © 
ul=| . Since Godlinefs is.fo abſolutely neceſſary, fa 
N,|tranſcendently excellent, ſo very peaceful and' 
ffi-lpleaſant, fo greatly contentivg, and ſo univerſal. Þ 
deſly preficable 3 ſince it is that which js perfe&ive © -* 
villof all other partes, gifrs, enduements, qualifica. + © 
d, ions and accompliſhments. of men; and purs a 
61 f{peciall lufire a:d ſplendor on then, as keeping: 2 
offihem all in their own 'room, and place, in due. : 
us nbordination- toir ſelf; as helping ro draw rhem y 
x orth;” and-make'ule of them, '[n thelr mof{'beaiye *4 
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” full ſeaſons, In the right manner,and for theright©'* 
© -ends, wherein lyeth thelp, perfeRion; fince Godſ"® 
> lineſs moft beautifullyconforms toGodsImage,anF*l 
: Jjzonly wr 3 Tf 5;and Is the alone objeR 
- all the world, of his ſpeclal Love, of delight an 
” Complacency, that which r«vi{ſheth the beart of 
” our. bleſſed Lord Jeſus, and overcometh- him! 
© finceſt will, not only remain, bur alſo come rof®? 
” {rs beſt, to it's very ax} and ſummitic, to [t'p®* 
| * flower, vigour and prime, to the higheft pitcif©* 
of ir's perfeQion, when all theſe other endu 2 
- ments and qualifications will quite wither, erer4} 
'. nally diſappear, evanjſh and be gone ; and fin gl 
© the greateſt undervaluers, deſpiſers and deride eſt 
- ofit, will once be conſtrained ro pur a price onf*t 
ft; and when it will, though our of rime, b pf 
| - earnefily coveted by them, as-preferable, to al 
» . thiogs in this World, with bitter. cryes to them" 
* that arc bleſſed withir, O! give us of your opl 5 ft 
> O! foralltile of your Grace and Godlineſs now,f®' 
* which we cared (olittle for, and undervalued ſob'© 
*” much, and you on it's acconnt; having looked 
F at fr but as fancy and folly, and on you for it's 
= fake, as 2 company of filly fools; now, now, alzs!7* 
E , we diſcover our Sovul-rulning, deftroying andf* 
- damning miſtake, you were the only wiſe men, [.' 
| Who were wiſe to ſalvation, 'who choſe the better 

| Part, never to be taken from you, but we have been? 
; Indecd the fools, whoforſook our own mercies,and 

* followed aſter lying vanities; who have been all 
our days beſide our ſelves, in one continued fir | 
; of Phrenſy and DiſtraQſon, chaſcivg ſhaddows, |* 
} fooliſhly fancielng onr ſelyes to be happie in thoſe | 
> thiogs , which have all now betrayed us, and 
& tefe us in our greateſt ſiralt ! O happy you - O ly 4 
Wi. #4 etable þ 
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etfcrable "and wretched we! who.cannot of all "3 
>;gheſe_rhings wherein we placed our happineſs, .* 
xpe& ſo much as one drop of water from the *? 
+ jp of 4 finger. to cool our ropgue:,kr thoſe flames 
nt rela ns are, by apd byfor ever,to be ſcorrcls» 
» 8d and tormented © 1 ſay, fince .Godlineſs. is. on, _- 
Lil theſe, and many. other accounts, 10 income © 
 e@arably,uoparalellably and Inconceivably.preck 

;1+0us and defiirablezTt is.and oor without the juſfteſt 7 
rcpcaſon,/ to be ſtravged, and wondered. at, that 
ve ſhould be ſolightly eſteemed, and.ſolictle (et: 
erÞy> ſo-much flighted, undervalued, decrycd and. 
nceligraced, b rcaſonable men and women, pro. 
ergefling to. believe thatthey have immortal - Souls, 
 onfapavle of happineſs, in the ererval enjoyment 

\ bf God, and of miſery, in everlaſting deſtrutl- ? 

dn from his preſence 5 pretendivg withalto ſome : - 
Srofcſſion of Godlineſs 3 eſpecially,.. conſidering , V 
J/ {bat precious, bigh, ard. ſuperlarlye, thoughts, ® 

304 cſteem God-hath ofthe; Godly, and what:, 2 
%reat and. glorious Priviledges he hath conde= . 
zended to beftow. on them: ok £14? 

As for the very high cſtcem, thar God hath 3 
bf the Godly, { which may aboundantly coun» - 
«|. a[lance theWorlds dif- eſteem, & hatred too) ,. - 2 
en. | doth ſeveral ways manifeſtly. appear from the 
ire Feriprure ( wherewith fill ſuppoſing the Read» | , 
-en $5 to be incimarely acquainted, I ſhall not rouch - 2 
en4Þ particular citations ) as, namely, Firſt, from 
ajj Þe many and various. Deſignations, and Deno, 

; Þivarions given to them; they being called his 
Heritage, Or Inherztance, his Portion, his Pleaf. 
of ut Portzon, the dearly beloved of bis Soul, (where- _ 

+. whatever ſhare the viſible Church may have, 3 
& doubtleſs their principal verification by la »/4 
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” relpeR of the truly Godly in ir, ) bis E/t&#,"orf6# 
 Choſts, his Ptculfar People, or the Peaple of biyhrz 
F Purchaſe ; his peculiar Treeſure 5 his Fewels;Bin; 
C Fich are the 'beft, fignett; and moſt defiredhjph 

able part of maps Treaſure, ) his brautzful CrownWeſ 


Or crow of Glory,” tis royal Diadem ( that whichFfs; 
4 Tings make great account of; his Sons 5 born. offity 
=. God; precious Sons of Sion; his atar Sons 2nd if 
pleaſant Children; Chriſts Brethren; hls Saints,or oe 
' Fanpurits and Minions ( fo ſome read the Word) 7” 
his Glory, ſuch as he puts Glory on, glories'in, kd. 
and makes glory in him ; Princes, Kings, Gods'ike: 
and Chrifts Fr:exds ( not engroſſed' and mono=I"6t; 
poliz=d to 4brahayn, rhe Father of the Falchfull, h 
but common to the whole Corporation and Soct-YArj 


3 ety of Belfevers, weak and firong ) Chriſts Fels kn Fj! 


” 
- 


2 lows or Companions ( whatan honour was it fork 
” Huſhai to be called KingDavids Companion? how 


- , much: greater honor is ir to be calſed, and to beWit! 
* the Companion of the King of Kings ? Heirs of Wh! 
| the promiſt, Heirs of the Kingdom, Heirs of God ghd 
”  conjunt-beirs with Chrifl; ( men uſe' to makes 
* great account of their Heirs who are to ſucceed 
them in great Eſtates, and Ancient Familles )Ff 
”  Renſoned and redeemed ones,Children of light,chil-Y 
- dren of the Kingdom 3 theexcelilent ones-of the earth; Wu 
= «the Nobles, the mo!thies, the Goodly Ones, the Yi 
- . Mighty, or Potent Ones, the Glorzons Ones, the 1l-? 
> luftrious, or renounzd Ones, the principal Ones; We 
» the great Ones, or Grandees ; the Gallants; (for Wea 
b alt theſe doth the Hebrew word Pſal. 16. v. 4. Fic 
” fignific, and is accordingly, as to the moſt of þ 
them rendered in the Scripture) and in a con- fn 
©junQRion together, they are called the Queen, the I 
Kings Hanghter, Princes danghtier ; Chitits Sponſe,'Þ 
"1 I hb ig. abotircyen jc oh and : Y 
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dM Fr. of Priefts,... 
Wis #0 3. and. as not, . that' 
teh hd honou nf em. of them? v 
Sil Priviſec pes.” .'? T7 
Wi [hng.. i APE "d_ 
J ; 
perch | Jer p/8-T we 
EE $ ſo he {effed th j Pa- 
Dl Jbuſe; 0 one Holy:  Fofeph: vhs ſake, 
From _houſe, for Godly 7acobs 
1s ſome qe holy reme 
| 4 ft FCor- 
M ; Col He es and 


£ ixcd 
OE Y. oathered 


Ri Fi Be, Ntaſbetbemm God 


"on derfull "for the 
Wiegd fary) fee SIS on Abra, 


tj ftouping, 
JP £4 ky of Fro op 
| . From his 
| lee 3; Noda ir. MY the lives 
god L. With,” their own In 
Þoe ar NE, Y Ole as he did to 
Lat Og ſoine few ny .his Companions, the 
Fez of aff the Paſſengers, ww 22mnen that were 
Fine Shipwith them, As 2 - $0 'From his 
times moderating, and ' 'fhorrhihg' days of 
fear Tribulation and publick Calamirics _ Fa- 
Iles, Cities, Countrey-ſides, and whole Na- 
"ns for the Ele& and Godlies ſake, ambneft 
km; which would otherwiſe* make utter” ht> 
F of them; as is Clear, M#th: 24; v. EM 
; And if, for rhe nhconverted Tleats fakes fy 
a C | +; ER 
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wins &y. ov rom his giving now and Mop 

| mn, wy, gp ws fof Reg | 
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Te {Vai 
Thus ſaetb tht Lord ' bl ts "he 
Iſrael, fer your Jake] bave nite Bibylon,, pb 
brought. down 41] the "bp. From the 
og #n. the ſuips, BY om. this, that a;N 
Reed en, As wainly i 
and hp. vp. Otnh f F 
E #* Us In, 'I'25. W 7 l 
_ capes . That ; ns: Lord: e(us.- 
Ahdzgave ſame to be Apiſites, Jamie 
Key oor ifts, Jowe Paſtors end Teachers, for 
pov eSaints, fo ſor the work of, the Ming 
| hady of Cbr iff, #4, weale 
+8 t faith, and: of the, 
ſox ofthe ſtature ; Po che faint Fo Wo 
ane a7 C oly, Fi 
this, Fhac where he hath'a mind to conmutcy 
Peagle in a Vifible-Church-flare ,'and capacit 
he. makes the "Hol: ſeed, or Godly Remnant j 
them the the abience if the Lend, 4 


he ng Fey na thereat, as Ol 
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1 fo ; at” "Ic "Was - 
| Iehem thar ueary ro A ra eB Himſetf, or 
perate, and (cr + apart for his. icy! ml þ 

Mifice, even char they might be ſanRified 
mee rruth, as he expreſly declares, John 17.9 
'Tr's erue; he did fo for all the Ele&, for all 
16ne gifted Ones, yer none burtthe Godly! -his - 
hFFerrand comfortably ro draw-thar cqnclafige 
jEterenc>- to themſclyes '1n particular. | os 
fom this, thir the World is for their ſakes 
ept from being burnt up and difſolved,as £54 
| gathered from, 2 Pet. Zo V7, 8, 0. F - 
cked of the World would fain nave | the God! 
| iipht look oY them, AS Tepenti 
bers © xcir repoſe and rape uillity, 
Mlers 'o& Iſrael, and the Card ſer: TY Sd 
of all Caleryitjes and Plagues £5 nine on 


erefore raile. 1 He hey 
m, _ +4 Romans JT mpored rar bc frac thei 
amicies to th Chriffiaps = helic new a 
on, and'cryed, ad Leonts, tothe Lions, 
wild Beafts with them. but filly, th, 


y had rheir wills, a 
| Dy gone our of it, alt %e 


Ele eftebthally | 
E and all the efirfiqal Dy or, Godly, . 
tro thet Ur ofooalack "Pp * . 

et and 1n ,tne n x 
Is  Goſpel-Ordinanees, RES: &- 
tation tothar higher. and hetror” Sc 
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S2 ' 8 The Epiſtle, "1 .- +404 
to be planicd up and down the Burks of :thalfy 
pure Chriſtal River, that flows from under.thel4 
Throne of Ged, under the beating gf che beam 
of rheSun of ghtepulach ſhining in his ſirengelnſ6 
Rep - Mga be.loaden with the Fruits,offÞ6 
;ghrcouſneſſe, all in their Prize ard perfeRionF; 
(. as it ,were ) for bigneſs, ;cclour, fmeil,. andſ4 
rafte, neverto rot, wither, orafall«<f; I lay, iff'y 
all_che-Ele&. and. Godly: were once cur. of: thefh 
World, it would quickly be all in a flame, andſ”y 
conflagration abqur the ears. of the reit.; O! ung q 
kind, .ungratey. and; fooliſh, yea, madly prejuef. 
dicate& World, ... agaipſt the not only .innocentg. 
. buz pfcfull. Godly io jc! . cata” $23 
his. very.great reſpec that. the Majeſty offs | 
God hath for, and the very. high eftcem that hg; x 
hath of the-Godly, ought -by them to Le tmpragþ | 
"Ven, Io. .Towards their cxcitment to wondeg { 
ratons at his gracious condeſcen ing tO ma 5 
them Godly,..and when he hath madethem ſuch ; 


tq, make.ſuch account. of them, 2/y,. Toward 
deep. humiliation , and Soul-abaſementr.. before | 
him, -under theſcnſe of his-ſo grear goodneſs, inf” 
putting ſich a value upon them, who conſidered} | 
1 ER are (q.lutle vahubic.: Even. f, 
n the 142/8 of all bis. merczes, and. unworthy uhh 
truth and faithſullneſs which he hath hewtd$ 
them s. And: who have; reaſon. with humbl, 


. eyen t9,4p.holy extaſie, and tranſport of adm 
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3 adiiration.to cry, what art.e, and, our, fall 
thirs :bouſes, that thou beſt brought us bithirtoltÞ 
$6765 to"thine, own. beart, baſj thou done al 
bog eat things unto thy ſervants. 3/3, Towards 
raiſing and. ſcrewing their. accompr and eſie i 
.of Jus own moſt Bleſſed , Super-<minent, tratk. 
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cos end 2caer doubifalt eo rfjoagſelveriach highad- * 
4 rancerieny ſayieg'to every'rentation:ts tuch a + 
_ 087 ehing, »with holy: heighr and greatneſs:of Spirit, - ; 
&- wich:ſpſricually-generous diſdain and dereſtation, 2: 
row fbauld-ſurb'a man as I da'this? dS 1 of 
cn 1oAvfor the!gtexr and egloriaus Priviledges.vouthia, 
DR” fafcdicothe they are-ſo very.manyrhat” 
"5 can trraly;” if avallbenumbred;-or ON! 
F. in order efore him pThe'whole-of Chtiſts pur» 
"67 chaſeby hi: Death-belongs to them;all rhe exceed - 
ied ing great & precious Promiſes of the Covenant of 
12h: Grace are theirs;Thty are. bleſied with all ſjirituall 
ol bleſſings in heavenly places :(igp things)» #u3Þbrif 
= 7; all things 'a't theirs, whether life-or death, -. © 
"F things preſent, or things to: comt; all> are. theirs, 
"The whole ſpacious ficld of the Scripture, -or the 
"IA prcat part of ir is ſowed, and platited:thiek' and 
8 full of chem ; we ſhall therefore only glean a few, _ 
4 by which: we may- judge of the rett 3 + 2;xt 
bs They are the ohly.Perſons:in all the( World; whom... 
* God hath fera part'for bimſelf, (as thei Pf : 
D expreſly aſſercs;"Pſel. 4+ v+ 35.) whom hehath 4 
i "lb REL GENE 8 C >: EL iz {1 ALE, me 
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Eo £316) 


þ ſeparated, ſevered and differcnced from all octheoh. 
' - -for himſelf, whomthe hich wonderfied, marveli 
zed,: or wonderiyily ſeperated for himſelf (- foky 
: #9 20h the He nh" oa at RN 
vaſtly comprehenſive. Piipiledpe 5. / ; they. 
Gadly;ro-be-ſtr:a pare for admiflon:ro! ſpeci 
fellowfhip withGodzto-imimat and familiar conn; 
hk. Ferfe: and: acquainrance with him; to-be ſer a} 
gz part for being the objeds'of the' communication, 
= Of his ſpecial Love of. Deliphrand Complaceneyy.; 
+ *.He by the right, ard teketh gleaſort 58 if 
E. © thet fter bin, and in thoſtthit ape in ble mircy- 
oF Andta beſet a part fr {pevial Bratceprable Ie 
vice to him; ke ſerves himſelf ifs rue of ethe 
even of the worſt of men, yea, of the very De 
.VH43. Nur he accepts. of no ſervice; but what 1 
performed by the Godly; they only-are Thus: 
tea-in tht beloved; from!all which- the teſt c 
Et World, nor only, without,. but a{ſo withib the 
fl are terly:extluded, of what rank 
quality focvtr they bc ; being all confined, 
.dad=pproprinred to this honourable Compari 
of -the '@cllly, whom, and whom only he hat 
thus2 ry - ng his own proper and 
peevliayuſe. afy,, They are the only Perſons, 
who way Warrinwmtbly; and to cheir comfort, | 
Shim ro-thetbencefire of Chrifts nrerceſſion ; 
6 no: deny, bur freely grant, that he 5 
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*. Feed formll the lect, forall rhar are given tg 
*. him ofthe Finher, for whom only he prayed, | 
Ind not for the reprobare — as he _ 
| expreſy;, Fon 17. v, 9. Y<tnone of the 
&- thelr eonverſionfie being made Gods | 
«5 aboard know themſelves to } 
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**preſenration Made of lg to, caſe ynder: theſe el» ©» 
comftanecs, while .ſojourpers, by out, Lotd JJ» » 

fus 'ro it Fade, fohis laſt {| ſole Prayers IT 

RE 'ot his rt as" in Heaven Pu mes 7. -: 

10. 1. Theſt &t"in the wor td wererore 

. hee Ar p 2 mextifFobe pe, | 
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-” amb in aced.afthykeeping,yhom farthis caueſhs 

F _Itpvcnd to oO ta be:;kee th hee ah God 

40 4&1 Maw ,mych arg er. "a = 
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the: Ota ooh. pw b 

ly w_ 5 are. in » | 
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S:4;6f» £Þ4 RR 144,10 com 7 an 
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youu I;* Ys — is or grime. es 


”r's d ee ls, — away 5 however re 
ir may ſcral tomards theLhraneof it's Domieſ: 
: ; from which renewing Grace hath degrad-f' 
| he d .dercud 5 q1 Jet (hall ir never 2 ay re- k 
£Q#ET It 5. Fa ay<th the ele o Bajo 1:3 bo 
ORR -bdo, ), Sau heye domibion\ 
New, gr Je. arg not ' knder 4 e. Law, but.under} © 
' Grace z.,the Arm of it's: Dominion is quire bro«| * 
keny,/o. "char no Roller ſhall: eyerbe fo He's far.ic, 
x0. bind i ic. up, and to- intble it, to hold any more , 
yhgigv0rd barge appt Hod %. aud. his f 


» Apt avay | 
Soitin: and rearing ones, Tre args | 
FEE: ag. edge, ar (onjen pg! 


1s AYGk ly .a Pres inguiger expul ape hots, | 
Fr , 26.t0 t's-Indwelling overt eat Privlled 
H 


hy. Step ha ye Chriſt giyen to; them, ro 9'e4 a | 

who. is their God for ever end ever will | 
Eo #beir, Ende even, unto, death: They. (hall. be 
E 80474 53; bps counſel... . and. aftermard. retived to | 
b.  G/arg-:; He leads im in: the. WAY: -wherein, they 
ke an © ſeonls | 


. 2 bould walk, O MYur theyrare well guided who 7 


W$Gog guides. 711, They are under the tender ard * 
carat inſpeRion of the vigilant and aftugus + 
of providence of God, whoſe eyes run-t0 ard fro | 
Talrthroughout all the earth, to ſhrew bimpelf trong, -on 
thelthe bebalf of thoſe whoſe hearts are prrfſe# towards 
r whim 3445 nothing comes at them by gueſs, .and * ; 
andfat randon, ſo nothing,: bur whac he orders very 
pig] well::* Bly. His Om niſcience, or all-knowledge, 
abgis exercited, and (cr on work by his Infinite Loye 
and Wiſdom ; how.rn deliver them, out of their 
tentaticns, Hz £19ws. (-{ayerh the Apoitle Prog, : 
verf 2 Ep. Chap, 2. v. 9. bow to deliver the Goaly-ul 
butf of temptativuns ;, And hovi many (oeverthey ae, BE: 
fly{wiil m this own atme and[way, attually: deizuer 
-f-them out of then all, When his People-are ar - 
ej aitand;, 297:ptus'd, and ar theiriwits,.chd,' apd 
know not in a!l che world what todo, nor how 
gf to he delivered, ir is nor fo. with hum, who. 35s 
pt wordvrfull in counſel; and exitllent in working, 
or# to wham many ways of delivery are Obvious, 
3). when there js not io much as one-ſo tothem ; 
4 Thar wh#c' ;5. mervelous in their, eyes, 1s notar 
ef all ſo 7n bis, who:ſeeth not as man ſeeth, and,of , 
Y 
/ 
I 
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+ whoſe #?nderſtanding ( particula:ly, as to. waysof 
delivering the Godly our of temprations ) there 
' #s no ſearch. gl. In alltheir tentations and crou- 
; | bles, of whatever nature they be, they, have the 
|. feeling and'render-hearted High P:icft, kindly, 
4a-21d cordially to ſympathize, and bear bueden. © 
.withthem, who is aflided in all their afflifti= 
-":ons 4 All the greareſt grounds of ſympathie;a» 4 
— mongſt men, concur eminently in hin , viz, 7+ 
Ntrong and martchleſs Love, near and ſtrait upts : 
# -0n, and Relation, and perſonal experience of the 
: - 14 CITES G7 ::i*C >) wo as 5 2 | . lyneg; 


OE 


A + i $* . _— 
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W')- 5 has W , % © 
SR 7 no | ' 
FO whe wpiſtte 


== fin, *hd'jc able from his own experienſ” 
BP WH Zympaht- with, and fucconr them that 


TRE null perforalpeſien, and hath flilla 


Wi Though in-@n Unconceivebly glorious manne 
Waltedwo hi flarenf exulration; the atking-( q 
' fperk'fo ) of chefmaileſt finger, and efthe le 
toc of Nis weyſlcalBdy doth, as Ir -were, me 
Kindly thrHll, or Round wp, to the very he: 
of him2who 'is head 'thereof.; -fo that they ms 
nd -#te warrdored-from this very confideratid. 
' fv COme *bold ty rhe throne oftgrace, that they 
Sbreimmticy, ava ſad;grace'to beip in time of # 
:to-pray to the God thar: hears prayer, with cof 
- Sedeace ro ger a very kind:welcome, and heari 
"S&4all that's agreeable rothis will, that's for 
y, «td for their good. '10ly. Allghtngs thi 
with, particularly all their croſſes, troub 
* nd afflitjon, xre mede, through the So 
» yeign iafluence, -and co-operation-of-his (peci 
þ * * Grace, 00+ at, 'to work eagether for th 
- ood, Heir ſpiritual 2pood, wiz. Farther pu 
& In 6f their fn, and parcicipation of ali 
— $0"Gad, and: making chem, by all thin 
þ * "hey meet with, even the 'moſt fadly ci 
+ Fnciaved, to bermore-and more tweet to part 


\- © were-noother Promite of the Covenant, or.pri 


's Ne recuins ſtiil-compeſſion, though nq.* 


Rap tron , Uivwugh now freed from feeling. C 
'T6ok&lingy, «5 het rovehedwith the jofirmit © 
"Es, Withthe renarions and 4roubles of the Goy | 


"of the {Mberivance of obe-Sajnts 5n hight; If the 


TT "me, Of Tike remarions and [rroubles,, whifn 
f ' _ Siweke hf a fioguteg, andinon-fuch-fympathiz{® 
þ Hee reMfted 0h atlipomts, us bis people are, $Þ 
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LL -wviiedge of the Godly,-this alone might ſerve 1 
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{\mend, ard Indear ro-cur Souls, an [ntereſitila * 
that Covenant, and a bring in a ſtare of Godll» * 
are, neſs; whihour which no Spiritual Good can 
-*warrancably be looked for, from any thing thar 
occurrs, burrerher a.curſe. jo avid on all; and * 
1 with which;Spiricual Good & profit may be ex» 
peRec from every'the moit Crofs, and fomeway * 
cruſhing Providence, by the Godly, walring on - 
0 him for fir, jn his own way. 11/y. They may 
> God \warrantably, thovgh with wondering, Jook up» © 
mng on themſclves, 23 Legatars in Chrifts Teflamenc, 
(4 to whom he hach, John 19. v. 29. left bis peate 
eled ( O! rich Legacy ) and concerning whom he 
md hath:lefc:bis will, that he will needs have them 
hed all with him in Hcaven; #bither be 5s gont to pre- © 

af pare «place ſor thim, and will come again to 10> * 
id ceive them to bimle'f, that where be is, they may 
yd be alſo; Father, 1 will, ( ſayeth he, Jobs 13. * 
uid V- 24, ) that thale aiſo whom thus beſt gives me, * 
rj may be with me mbere 1 am, that they may | bebaid | 


my glory which thou baſt given me; As if he had } 
:fald; Farber, 1 may nor, I will not. want' them, / 
thi- 1 muſt have them with me; I -caunor brook Hcg» © 
bb} . ven, and my Glory without theas 35; The Father © 
isheneas-well willing as rhe Sos, for, fejch he," 
: Taft v2... G2 Beer wot Little flock, for it:55 your+ 
- Feabbers gvod will t9 govt you tht hingdow. 1209. © 
rj -Look on whoſeclufiers of their Priviledges hang. 

{ ; ng on ffyeral branches of the Promiſes made tor; 
rhe Godly, under the Denomieartion of op trcome” 
#5, or of them thatare a prog = ( ashe 
Greek 'Parvicic bears ) by onr bleſied Lad Je 
ſus, jn-the 2. and 3. Chapters of the Revelgtion 
full-of:char high=countrey-wine of firongeſt. OR« 


1 loladior, Iþey {ball gas of the p18 of 4 IR8E-4g 


nl ” 2 5 


tbe widft bſ1the, Paradiſe:of God i they. ſha{/net be 
bite of the ſecond: dedth;' they ſhall eat of the hidden 
mania; and' have giver to rhem the white. ſtone, 
and the new-name, which 10-men bnowtth, ſaving] 
be that receiutth it, they ſhall. have power over the 
-nations torrule them-with ©'0d o; $101;and to break 
then an pieces, as a porters wiſſel 5: and:they» tall 
;have''the:' novning (tarre; they ſhall: wetkiiwith 
"Chriſt in white, their names (hall not be blafyd; out 
of the book of Life ; they ſhal be by him 'conſeſſed 
before his Father, and beſare bis angels; they (hall 
be made Pullars in the temple of God, to go no-more 
20ut;cthey: thall have rhe name:of Gody and Chriſts 
i new name written onthe, by his own hand! 3:1 They 
ſpall: pr with Chriſt on his throne, even 4s ct :0utr- 
* cam, and:ss ſet down with the Father on his throne; 
*Whar ſhail I ſay more of their. Priviledges? Ey# 
hath "nat ſeen, ear bath not heard, neither bath it 
"entered pnto the heart of any man ( how knowing 
-- 8nd" Godly: ſocver. ) to conceive { adequately, 
and- withifull: comprehenfion ©)! Theſe things. thet 
| . Grd bath(ain"ub for them that year bim,; and ruſt 
” -I bimbeſoreths ſons of men. - 0 (1 4 un? 
F. © 'As there þ uſt'gronnd. for:the'Godly to think | 
”. .and fay, Bltſ:4 are the people that are in ſuch & con- 
+ «d3tion;even the[Pcople whoſe 'God zs the Lord,aud | 
"bom he hath choſen for his inveritance, Bleſſed are | 
the! *Godly ; lo there. is. no lefs ground: yer a- | 
| Opairy to firangd abd! wonder, 'and tha within 
"*2ddicion, 'ar rhe tindervaluing, dimioiſhing ;:de- | 
- prefling,; depreciating} and-:debzfing-thoughts, | 
that moſt men and women, even living wichimthe 
EF verge ct the viſible: church, and. making ſome 
orc of profeſſion of, and pretentions ro-Godlt. 
knc6, | hayc .of ir, -an4 ofache « Godly ;3,norw;ch- 
"BE. Mn | ' Randing 


' count. of -their:-Godline(s i and confidering the , © 


..ed to:him,; and does ſo-much reſemble him,- and: 
.are-withall.ſo much:-prized by him, -wouldihe | 


| Is wondred at, and proclaimed: to be incampare: 
- ables. and nor-ſuch, wherefore thou: art greats.0: 
\ 'Lord ' God, for : there js none like thte, neither 583 
. there any. God; beſide thets according to. all thatiwe- 


. native and ſomeway neceſſary reſult of rhe fore 
.. mer, end what one nation in the earth is like with 
," thy people, even like unto Ijrael, whom theul 


x 
» : 
$1 


ding able overy! high: eſteem: ;© thatri God © 
chiof . them; nd theſe many + floriousr Privi® ! 
ledges wherewith he hath digon:fied them, on'ac-- * 


{urpaiſing. amiablenefle of -the :Objzt , thar ir - 
might: rather, (tas Plato-1ayes'of, rrue vertue:) 
minabiles amores: ſus txiitare, wixiite and groves 
to wonderfull Loves of vits:i ſelf 3; whence dow? .. 
whence, cad; this- proceed ?. It may - proceed in. ? 
the Firſt place, from a ſecrer, unoblervedy:un.* 7 
dervaiuc, from a low and lighz cft-em of che * 
Blefſed Majeſty of rhe moſt, high Ged .hjmfelf, * 
,and 4 real and ſpecial-intereft. in him-( where» 2 
-with the Body of bis profefled People.js charged - 
-»Deut: +32: 2115, ): Fer it: were nor: poſſibleygif. - 
, Go&.chim(ſclf were ſuirsbly vatued; and {efieen-. ” 
ed, -in any tolerable meaſure , accordirg-to;his- 
. tranſcendent exceliency, and infivit-worth, but - 
. Godlineſic,and theGadly that are ſo nearly gelat- * 


thighly: cfteemed by .them'; 'accarding to theſe 2 
. two obſervable Paſizges:coithis /purpoſeg)the:one 7; 
whereof-we: have, 2.Sam; 95. v.:22. Where Gqd* 


bave beard with our ears, and v. 23-40 admire 
ing eſteem of his People: ( eminevtly verifiedin 
; the Godly among them ). is ſubjoyned, as, the 
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-went 40 redeem for @ people to_bimſelſ2 .There 
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40 be marehlefly marvelous, There is none like un- 
tothe God of Feſurun, ( -an uſual deſignarion of 
Tſredl') avd ve 29: There Is added an admiring 
and 'raviſhing exclamecion ar the incomparable 
F thepplocfſe. of his People, ' Happy art thou, O! 
| Aﬀaci; who is like unto ther, © people ſaved by the 
. *Joud? And accordingly our Lord fayes fo his 
Dikdiples;for comforting chem againſt rhe wot Ids 
.tucred, 


| 28. If tbe world hate yos, ye now that zt bated me 
| - before it boted you; infivunng thereby plainly, 

' - Thar if the World hed loved and efleemed him, 
| they would. alſo have loved and efteemed them 

| :proporciombly ;. and ther the cavſe of their hate 
| -yec wnd difcſteem ' of them, was their harred, 
# wand difcfiecm ef himſelf; It is therefore not fo 
.' much robe ſtranged and wondred at, that they, 
| - who ſaw wo form n1heeuty in bim, nor any thing 
. by She froutd defire him, who yer 75. all defjrovs, 
| -9rbo 55-comely exzelbent, the brightneſs of the 
 >1Fatbers glory, and the expreſs image of bis preſon, 
- »qhar infioit benury 5 (ſhould (ce none in the Gode 
bv: wed + icen-chis account, ther the Apoſtle, 
-* Fobn 1 Ep: Obap. 3. V. I. Being raviſhed foro 
C Ogarenpoert. 'of admizerion, at -the ſnexprefiivle 
2amenger ofthe Loveof God, fo making himſelf, 
awd « few vrbers tris Sons, antioipers anobjef |- 
-eythearheoaw, would he made by the ungodly 
ard, whert dove rabk at fach « rave of the 
: ove of God ro you, ambof your'being his Sons? 


«Jachnowiedge ( as ifhchadield ):therebe world 
onech 4-5 07, doth not valve nor eflecm-vs, 


FJ 1M i 
wwe have;Deet.33/v 26. Where God 3s affirmed, | 


conempr and periccution, John. 15. v. 


ave fee no exccllency in fonmerc:thenin-others, | 


» | - gurded, broauft ot 


| under his dominion, and made ſincerely cade- 


| thereof; 


| yours, 10.raiſe and propogat, to beger and chew 


_ neither be impertivgor, nor unprofitable ro tol 


| (hours by all meansto reprefent Gadlineſs,.y 
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_ ther meaiuce from the World that he mer / 


Jo the next place this;Þroceeds not a Title," 
from the implacable malice, and furious weath 
of the Deril, whoſe great eye (ore ( toſpeakls 3 
Godlineſs is, avd the grand obftrudtfon of the. 
thriviog and. ſucceſs of his Klogdom-in the Warld,; 


whereby many of his Sabjc&s arc ſoarched from - 


fign, andyigoroully to endeavour the otter ruin 

- wid therefore hacth-made ic his Pre ; 
work and buſinefs in all Ages, to bring Godli-. 
neſs, and the truly Godly ioco. contempr and dif. 
gr ace; by induſtrious and .indefaijgable endeas 


rſh a number of Prejudices againſt it and them, 
ando throw the. dung of heſpattering. deform« 
jog and disfiguring, mil-reprefentations an-the 
beautiful -and amboble face chereof ( which ye! 
under all theſe diſguifes,looks our:to.8 (| pris 24 
eye, with the freſh colour, and beautify] þ gh: 
nefie of Heaven, as ir were, and with a Divies 
Splendor -and Majefiy ? char he -may thereb! 
fright from ic, as fome hideous Monſicr ; whie 
prejudices he hath In rhis generation improvei 
and ſcrewed: to-a great height? It will therefor 


-aview of ſome of cheſe Prejullices,  and-.10.the 
the.unroaſonableneſs, .grauntileſnek and utter þ 
.xgelevancic of-chem. . : -* 

The Fr} -whercof, may be this, that he: 


_ 
# 


” Thereof cannot po \&e de holden up, with, that 
*Y ak 4 Hue repreſentml of jt; hg may eſter 
' *afropecher allenit, and'( as'wve faſt how (ald )| 
| fright men from tc, or at leaſt faine them, avto 
= any vigorous proſecution of it: Tn' order'to the 
| © rolling away of which Prejudice; we would'ſay, 
\ Jn" the Firſt plice, that we cannor deny, but muſt | 
L*prant, that there is confiderable difficulty in'the 
gta aife'fGdfinefs, (. which appears from! ſe- 
Myra things touched on before, from'the Sciip- 
-:zritts 7 yer what'ls there excellentin the World 
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”v\htanding all the difficulties fn their way 5 the 
+" contemplation of the excellency of the' thing 
- IMakes them, not only comport with, and:dipeſt } 
© al{ the d'fficoltles, bur alſo in hope ro,come at it, 
- to judpe alf rheir Jabour and pans, io ſurmount- 
4 Jos theſe difficulties, well bettowed ; - and why 
nia vld Godlinefs; the jncompareably moſtiex= | 
EE Mehr of all thiogs, be ooly: ſcarred at, beciuſe 
of the difficulty tha! is in the' way of comingat ir, 
* "or of beiog ſulrably excrciſed unto fr,and it alone 
- Judped unworthy of the labour requiſir in purſu- 
- "3ng afrer it ? Bur In the Next Place, let meſay, 
** that all the difficulties that lye in the way of 
> Godlinef, are ſuperable and paſſible; rhorowthe 
F Grace of God, *who is not an apftere Maſter; ( 2s 
> the unprofitable Servant in the Goſpel wicktdly 
-mil-repreſents him)that reaps where be hath not 
piped, and gathers where be hath not ſflrawtd; bur 
fan one, who loves not tobe ſerved wth that 
_ + — PH bo L#- « oe fa Fhich 
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which, «Ms. bimnothing, de will erher:ba 
ſeryed; on-the eqſt, , and. expence. o6:bjs:0v 
Grachs 67-nat at: 81! 5, hei:ſends, pouman on | 
Wwardare: on his own-Chatgek ant Ul, 7 by 
Txt ir 999 and Boy;omhit's wdahe . | 
a 2 leqaus! inJ16; bly-owplervibes - - 
he "Ir : Bets vs berter parka and, hy = -- 
onoure Wants; vying; Wwe art 
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and-ſerve, wb giues bauntifullts nd liberty 

#l] thet-a5k of him. tn« faiths 2nd up-braids pants. 

rrſeeking much, os for ſeeking fr<quentlefrom. -. 

him, in order ro the dolngiof-his PuR.\ vg ih, FP 
| :1s:therenor then ceaſordts, ſay, that #1 th i y 

.culties in the way of this exerciſe ofiGadiin 
{. Joperable, &cbgr all. things called, forjnxha wy 

.of-Dity: are; poſſiblec/ and. feaſable; tg hig 

-beliexes ?+10: :wit, jn the manner, and mal 
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F; FR thoſe that [ave me ( foyeth 


eternal, and ſu>ftanciel wiſfom of rhe Fe- 
zher, Prov. 6. v. 21. )to #berit ſubſtance, and 


, | 'eheSpirtcan! Liberty wherewich che Sotrot God, 


' Free from whe bondepe of Sin and 
i A. wa exerclile of God ack Yis Uiberty 
| , of fancify!! ive, bura 
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moſt rea! mg reoe'L bat , "Ney pot the col 
 rrary, all me thingy whith the men "of ee __ 
; ; OE RE ett teff, If for thi I 
' ties, | 
Y | * are” wee fc ofes atrl ay oregon 


'ſabftance, or ry Heat 2vl09w1t the wife | 
all incct men, who ſoutided'rhe depth nfs, b 
| Berl this hep of Metres, Prov. 43+ vs 4s | 
\ſer (Cock kd 6 7 $49 a "= 
Me) t detach gb \X ide? woh- - 

| eo: 


; 4 
"wiſer chin the Ancientes, 
. then all Mis Teachers; _ | REDl - 
"the World, thar ſerk wget = Sow : 
£his Life, Pſat, 26, 4." 6; Tayeth bf them, Say 
twery men walktth is evan pa ( or 'Tmge, bs. 
"'theWotrd is,cheir Phanrafie reprefentivg vx: r-hit | 
ab Tmn:ge of whac isnor ) Thry ave diſyeretal tn 
-v4i3 (to nb purpoſe,us to any Ry dRlon, ; 
.cheaſing,us ir were, buble on the watet,or a Tea»! 
ther inthe wivd, evenao wearlnefs ) They dep: 
1 ,o Ficdure, Riches, znd Honours ( for ell nity 
I, Togpes tehended Riches, belong gr he 
4 Int ere is no more Þut they be JalHl #fe 
7 | but Hudomn, i Proc, end Fae wich: 
out ubfarces or ofidiry A DIY je 
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